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Perceptions towards Jobs and Career Choices in Social Welfare :
Based on Results of a Survey with
Senior High School Students in Hyogo Prefecture

Hisanori Ishikawa*', Ohwa Mie*' and Hu Baogi*’

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted with 11th grade students in Hyogo Prefecture, aiming to find
their perceptions towards jobs and career choices in social welfare. The subjects were about
5,500 11th grade students at all public (n=136) and private (n=52) senior high schools in
the prefecture. The questionnaires were mailed then collected by staff, resulting in 3,208 re-
sponses. The study was conducted from January 25 to February 15, 2016. The results show
that the senior high school students have very negative perceptions towards social welfare
jobs in terms of working conditions, a sense of burden, employment patterns and stability.
Meanwhile, they understand quite well about the rewarding nature as well as necessity and
importance of the jobs. The results suggest that social welfare jobs can be added as one of
the career choices among young people who are currently interested in or thinking about ca-
reers in social welfare if the entire welfare industry, including educational institutions and
service providers, works together to address the above-mentioned issues and improves work-
ing conditions in this field. Then, these efforts should gradually solve problems in recruiting
and retaining workers in social welfare.
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