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Dilemma over the redevelopment of poor areas:

A case study of Airin District

Tatsuya Shirahase

School of Sociology, Kwansei Gakuin University

Airin District in Nishinari Ward, Osaka City is known as one of the poorest areas in Japan. From the 1960s to
the early 1990s, the district was a supply base of day labor indispensable to the Japanese economy. However,
after the collapse of the bubble economy in the early 1990s, job offers have drastically decreased, and homeless
people have become a conspicuous presence. Due to the concentration of poverty in the Airin District, various
public and private sector safety nets were created. In many cases, unmarried persons of advanced age in Airin
District are excluded from social relations such as kinship and territorial relationships. However, by using
multilayered safety nets, they managed to live their lives. Meanwhile, in recent years, high aging rate and
welfare acceptance rate within the district were regarded as problematic, and a redevelopment plan named
“Nishinari Special Zone Project” has been promoted since 2012. The plan has gradually changed the negative
image rooted in this town, raised land prices, and as a result socially vulnerable people may be driven out of the
Airin District in the near future. The Airin District is a community where elderly people rely on multilayered
safety nets. Therefore, revitalization that does not generate gentrification is required.

Key words: poverty, social exclusion, redevelopment, gentrification
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