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Poverty among women:

Current state and issues in Japan

Mayumi Ohshio
Faculty of Sociology, Ryukoku University

In this article, I clarify the present conditions of poverty among women in Japan, using, as material, various
statistical investigations. In addition, I analyze the causes of women's poverty, and consider the issues and
prevention.

Poverty among women has been continuous since before World War II. At present, the families of most
divorced single mothers live below the poverty line, while poverty among elderly women is serious. However,
even in a married household, the woman ranks below the man in income, and the poverty ratio is high. The
poverty ratio of women is greater than that of men at all ages. The reason is rooted in the customary role
division of labor between men and women. If a woman marries but does not work to share the household
expenses with her husband, their income decreases. In addition, harsh environmental factors make it difficult to
work while bringing up a child. Day care centers or nursery schools are in short supply; family policy is
insufficient; and social security and the taxation system favor a male breadwinner household. In addition, the
family allowance for divorced single mothers has been tightened, while the number of women receiving welfare
has increased. Therefore, a future reform of both social security and the taxation system is necessary. Another

problem is the need for a change of consciousness.

Key words: Woman, Poverty, income, social security, taxation system
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