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Poverty and social enterprise in the UK

Takashi Yamamoto

School of Human Welfare Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University

According to a series of poverty research projects conducted in the UK, 20% of the population lives in poor
households, and of these, in-work households are numerous. In the UK, poverty is referred to by the term
“deprivation”, a concept which was developed and popularized by Peter Townsend. Deprivation implies the
state of people “stripped of” living resources and the means of joining in the community, thereby obstructing
social involvement. Recently, the measurement of deprivation has been introduced and tested in child poverty
research by Japanese local authorities. In addition to statutory support, social enterprises are combating local
poverty problems. The management of social enterprises is based on the so called “multi-stakeholder type”.
Manor House DT taken up in the case study demonstrates the outcomes of regeneration of communities

including support for individuals and social capital building.

Key words: poverty, deprivation, poverty research, social enterprise
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