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Nakamura Kyotaro and the movement of voting in braille
— Through editorials and articles of Tenji Osaka Mainichi —

Shoji Morita *
ABSTRACT

One trend of Taisho period democracy was an awakening to the human rights of blind people,
and a movement to officially recognize voting in Braille. The House of Representatives Election Act
was amended in May 1925, and was enacted by Imperial command in January 1926, thereby officially
recognizing voting in Braille. The Tenji Osaka Mainichi newspaper played an important role in the
success of this movement. This paper will address the role played by Kyotaro Nakamura, the editor of
Tenji Osaka Mainichi, in the movement for voting in Braille. This will be achieved by examining articles
which he wrote on the subject and discussing his thoughts and practical actions from the point of view
of human rights and discrimination.

Official recognition of voting in Braille was impeded by both problems of civil rights and
recognition of Braille as a form of writing. But Nakamura had a firm faith that the legitimate exercise
of the right to vote by blind people could be achieved only through the form of writing used by
blind people. Therefore it was natural that voting in Braille be recognized for blind people. However,
Japanese society perceived blind people as disabled persons, and there was a lack of recognition
amongst blind people themselves of their own capabilities. Nakamura declared his determination that
Tenji Osaka Mainichi had to take action to fight against this prejudice and ignorance. Furthermore,
he believed that the improvement of education for the blind (including the realization of compulsory
education) and dissemination of Braille itself were vital steps towards voting in Braille.

Key words: voting in braille, Tenji Osaka Mainichi, Nakamura Kyotaro
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