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A Study in public enlightenment and encouraging
the spread of the institution of foster care

Yoko Kimura *

ABSTRACT

In Japan, children who need substitute care in lieu of their biological families have mainly been
placed in residential care and foster care has not been fully utilized, despite foster care being a
main form substitute care in many countries worldwide. How is it possible for Japan to raise public
enlightenment and encourage the spread of the institution of foster care? This study is aimed to
discuss such strategies through a secondary analysis of questionnaire research administered to foster
parents in 2003.

The results showed that many foster parents have experienced a wide variety of difficulties and
issues in raising foster children. They have also utilized few resources such as child guidance centers,
other foster parents and foster parent groups, and school teachers, although they have needed various
resources to solve the difficulties and issues that they face. Many foster parents place high value on a
child’s right to grow up in a home-like environment, supporting foster children to become independent
as members of society and to establish their own families in the future, and providing opportunities
to experience family life. Furthermore some distinctive features between groups of primary foster
parents and foster parents who desire to adopt foster children in the future were analyzed.

The ideas put forward as strategies are as follows: to emphasize the principle of assigning priority to
foster care entrustment and the importance of providing children who need substitute care with home-
like care by pointing out the evidence for their effectiveness in supporting children’s development;
to specify the contrast between foster care and adoption regarding their meanings and aims; and to
deepen the sense of duty among foster parents to make use of support in collaboration with social
agencies, facilities and services.

Key words: foster care, public enlightenment, encouraging spread
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