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Osaka Gyoumeikan and Kwansei Gakuin Student Services Organization :

Focusing on the role of Karl Akiya Ichiroh

Yoshiaki Ogasawara

Faculty of Career Development, Kyoto Koka Women’s University

Osaka Gyoumeikan was a social work facility established by a philanthropist in Osaka, Japan at the beginning of the
Taisho period, and it still exists as a major hospital in the region. The management of this facility was transferred to
the Kwansei Gakuin Student Services Organization as a settlement at the beginning of the Showa period. The
Kwansei Gakuin Student Services Organization was established by Karl Akiya Ichiroh, a ‘Kibei Nisei' (a Japanese-
American who was born in America, educated in Japan and returned to America) studying at Kwansei Gakuin at the
time. However, Akiya returned to America just before the Student Services Organization acquired management of
Gyoumeikan. He relinquished his Japanese nationality and dropped out of college to become an American citizen
during the war and post-war period. At the beginning of the Showa period, there was an intensification of the
University Settlement Movement, Student Christian Movement and Social Christian Movement. The students in-
volved in these movements were labelled left-wing students. Akiya was not actively involved in these movements,
although he did adopt the stance of Christian Socialism. School authorities addressed these movements using methods
that differed from Akiya’s. These differences were probably partially responsible for Akiya renouncing his Japanese
nationality and returning to America.

Key words : Osaka Gyoumeikan, Kwansei Gakuin Student Services Organization, Karl Akiya Ichiroh, settlement, Kibei

Nisei
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