
From
 a Silk C

ocoon: Japanese A
m

erican Renunciation Story  ....” Satsuki Ina was born in a California prison cam
p in 1944. H

er parents w
ere Japanese-Americans who met at th

e 1
93

9 
w

or
ld

’
s f

ai
r. 

In
a’

s m
ot

he
r, 

Sh
iz

uk
o,

 b
eg

an
 a 

diary on her wedding day in M
arch 1941. Th

e diary w
as supposed to chronicle a 

lo
ng

 li
fe

 fu
ll 

of
 lo

ve
, f

am
ily

 a
nd

 re
al

iz
ed

 d
re

am
s. 

In
st

ea
d, 

only months into her m
arriage (and lasting for the next four-and-a-half years), Shizuko

’
s e

nt
ri

es
 sp

ok
e 

of
 w

ar
 an

d 
in

ca
rc

er
at

io
n,

 se

paration from
 her husband,

 o
ut

ra
ge

 a
nd fru

stration, censored letters, and a crisis of faith an
d 

lo
ya

lty
.  F

ollowing the bombing of Pearl H
arbor on D

ecem
ber 7, 1941, Shizuko 

an
d 

he
r h

usb
and, Ita

ru, were included in the roundup of m
ore than 120,000 people o

f J
ap

an
es

e 
an

ce
st

ry
 o

n A
merican soil. The two were held captive, first in racetrack horse

 st
ab

le
s a

nd
 th

en
 in

 ta
rp

ap
er 

barra
cks in

 rural concentration camps, like the one at T
ule Lake. Later, Shizuko and Itaru were tem

po
ra

ri
ly

 b
ut

 tr
ag

ica
lly

 se
para

ted by a wor ld w
ar in w

hich they were branded as sec
ur

ity
 ri

sk
s b

y 
th

ei
r o

w
n 

co
un

tr
y.

  F
or

 th
e 

pa
st

 6
0 

ye
ar

s, 
the internment of Japanese-A

m
ericans during W

orld War II has been treated as
 a

 s
or

t o
f h

ist

oric
al footnote by the American public educational system

.It is also a story whose details 

m
os

tly
 h

av
e 

be
en

 le
ft 

un
to

ld by the Japanese-A
m

ericans w
ho experienced it...  ... From

 a Silk 
C

oc
oo

n 
st

re
tc

he
s b

ey
on

d 
th

e b
as

ic 
fac

ts 

of th
e Ja

panese-American internm
ent experience into the dark and thorny corners of a 

pe
rc

ei
ve

d 
“m

ili
ta

ry
 n

ec
es

si
ty

” t
ha

t i
s j

us
t a

s f
rig

ht
en

ing and relevant now as it w
as w

hen it happened. It is a story of war panic, racial pro
fil

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g o
f m

ilit

an
ts (

a sid
e effect of persecution that should not be ignored in the chill of pos. The film dea

ls 
w

ith
 a

cu
te

 p
ee

r p
re

ss
ur

e,
 th

e 
fin

e 
lin

e b
et

we
en

 dem
ocracy and national security, forsaken protection and shattered al

leg
ia

nc
e.

 It
 d

el
iv

er
s a

ll 
th

ese
 co

ncepts w
ith a focus on snowballing causes and effects, rather than sensationali

sm
...

" -
 S

ac
ra

m
en

to
 N

ew
s and Review, February 17, 2005 (click here to read entire article)  Awards  From a Silk

 C
oc

oo
n 

 R
ec

eiv
es

 N
orth

ern
 Califo

rnia EMMY AWARD   for O
utstanding A

chievement  Historical/Cultural - Program
  O

n 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
, M

ay 
20, 2006, the National A

cadem
y of Television Arts and Sciences, San

 F
ra

nc
is

co
/N

or
th

ern
 Califo

rnia Chapter, aw
arded the film

makers of From a Silk Cocoon w
ith

 a
n 

E
m

m
y 

A
w

ar
d in

 th
e Histo

rical/Cultural Program
-Segm

ent category. From a Silk Cocoon was one o
f t

he
 fo

ur
 p

ro
gra

ms nominated for the aw
ard out of the twenty-four total submissi

on
s t

o t
he

 ca
te

go
ry

.  
Th

e w
inners were announced at the N

orthern California Emmy Awar
ds

 a
t t

he
 P

al
ac

e o
f N

ati
onal Academy of T

elevision A
rts and Sciences. San Francisco
/N

oe
rt

he
rn

 C
al

ifo
rn

ia 
is 

one of the twenty chapters awarding regional Em
m

ys. Northern California i
s c

om
po

se
d 

of
 te

le
vi

sio
n a

nd cable stations from Visalia to the Oregon border and includes Hawaii and R
en

o,
 N

ev
ad

a. 
En

tri

es 
were aired during the 2005 calendar year. 829 entries w

er
e r

ec
ei

ve
d,

 in
 6

3 
ca

tegories, 226 were nominated and 66 received the Em
m

y statuette.  

"Th

is d
ocumentary was made from

 the heart and soul of our Japanese Amer
ic

an
 c

om
m

un
ity

. W
e want to thank all the volunteers, friends and fam

ilies w
ho provided time, labor, and support, all the former 

re
nu

nc
ia

nt
s w

ho
 o

pe
ne

d clo
sed doors during our research, and to all the individuals and fam

ilies who suffered the trauma of the inte
rn

m
en

t f
or

 th
eir

 in
sp

ira
tio

n." .
..It

aru and Shizuko felt so devastated by hypocrisy and betrayal that they renounce
d 

th
ei

r A
m

er
ic

an
 c

iti
ze

ns
hi

p, as did thousands of other Japanese-A
m

ericans. Th

ey did so not just because of anger 
ov

er 
injusti

ce
, b

ut
 b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 w

ere afraid of their children’ s future in the U
nited States:  In her diary, Shizuko writes, "because

 o
ur

 c
hi

ld
re

n have Japanese faces, I don't want them
 to be A

m
ericans..." - Kyoto Journal, June, 2006 (c

lic
k 

he
re

 to
 re

ad

 entire article)
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