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Report on Higher Education Research Development Grant 2019-2020
Project title: ‘Research & Development of Assignment Version of Web App for
Sentence Construction Practice’

Researchers: Oliver Rose, Daniel Mills & Michael Giordano

Background to the design of the LingoLab activity

Regardless of the focus of an EFL class (e.g task-based, grammatical, situational etc), some
deliberate practice of target phrases is useful for language learners to develop
communicative competence. With the majority of CALL formats traditionally designed to
focus on receptive skill activities (e.g. multiple choice ) or atomistic practice (e.g. cloze tests),
my purpose in designing the LingoLab format was to provide an intermediary practice stage
between receptive and productive ability, studying longer units of expression and aided by
automatic real-time feedback.

The affordances of LingoLab as a learning activity

The LingoLab activity involves learners being shown a prompt which can be a combination
of text, audio and picture. The learners respond by choosing target words in the correct
order to form the target sentence. While this format may look similar to the standard
‘scrambled sentence’ or ‘narabikae’ activity, the LingoLab design offers a lot of flexibility with
prompt types (especially as regards audio) and has some unique features which add value
to the learning interaction. One such feature is that learners get immediate prompts about
errors made while actually doing the activity, which is arguably more conducive to learning
than after-the-fact feedback. Another original feature is the ‘first-last’ letters mode for
answering, which requires users to be actually retrieving component vocabulary, rather than
just selecting and reordering presented words.

How various LingoLab versions provide different functions

The three separate sites which feature the LingoLab activity have functionally distinct
purposes, as follows: www.lingolab.co (for self-study practice with progress tracking &
sharing functions); www.lingolab.online (for a one-time quiz which reports all results to a
teacher); www.lingolab.live (for an in-class real-time multiplayer quiz game).

All three sites are designed for users to be able to do the activity on mobile devices (but
activity creation/management is more comfortably done on a larger screen due to the wider
range of functions and settings.

The ‘Assignment’ version of the LingoLab activity
| shall focus now on the research and development of the assignment version of LingoLab in
particular, since that is what the HERD grant was awarded for.

The assignment version is currently hosted on its own independent site, www.lingolab.online
but until March 2020 it was hosted as one activity on contracted programmer Paul Raine’s
EFL.digital website. It was moved to its own site in order to provide more flexibility with future
design options, so as to not have to conform to the design specifications being used for all
the other apps on the original EFLdigital site.



http://www.lingolab.online/

On www.lingolab.online, teachers can register with a Google account and make quizzes
from a wide range of default sets of Japanese-English sentence pairs. Custom sets
consisting of two text fields and an optional picture can be uploaded via the Import page at
https://lingolab.co/import/ .

After selecting the target sentences from the desired set, teachers can select from the
following range of settings that affect the skill focus and difficulty level of the activity:

a) Prompt
This can be any combination of text, picture and text-to-speech (‘TTS’). Although the
default ‘sentence translation’ format just requires text, many other formats are
possible. For example, English-English sets can be used as question-answer or
transformation activity formats. For valuable listening practice at the sentence level,
the TTS can be set to play the target sentence to provide a ‘dictation’ type activity, or
play an English question to which the learner has to respond with the target
sentence.

b) Target words
The target words can be shown as complete words, as is common in ‘narabikae’
format activities. Another mode that is unique to LingoLab is the ‘Hidden Letters’
mode, which displays just the first and last letters of each word, along with a single
dot for each missing letter (e.g. ‘elephant’ becomes ‘e......t").

Assignment setting, user response, and results reporting

After creating the activity, the teacher can get a link to post to an LMS or email to students,
or generate a QR code to show students in class so they can do the quiz on their mobile
device.

Importantly, students do not need to log into any website to do the LingoLab assignment
activity. This means that there are no problems with registration and students forgetting
passwords, both of which are a constant problem with using LMS platforms. This also means
that teachers can easily use it with students just on an occasional basis, for which they
wouldn’t want to go through the trouble of site registration. Upon completing an activity,
users simply enter their name and student ID to submit their response. The teacher can then
see all the student submissions on their Assignments dashboard on www.lingolab.online ,
showing scores and specific errors made.

Use of LingolLab assignment version with students

| have made regular use of the LingoLab assignment version with KGU students, and it has
been a valuable means of providing practice and testing of sentence-level productive ability.
Surveys carried out with students have yielded very positive feedback regarding the both the
interest and usefulness of the LingoLab format for language-learning practice.
Co-researchers have also provided useful feedback from their trials with students, which
have aided development and use.
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Presentations on LingoLab
In 2019 | gave the following presentations about the LingoLab activity:
a) Jan 20, 2020 ‘Sentence-level Practice with LingoLab’ at KGU Annual Research
Forum
b) Jan 24-26, 2020 ‘Online Activities for Productive Sentence-level Practice’
‘2020 Trends in Language Teaching’ Conference, Okinawa Christian University

Ongoing development, training and utilization of the LingoLab assignment activity
Further progress is expected to be made with my initial project objectives in upcoming
months, especially with the current need for more online activity types due to the COVID-19
distance learning initiatives. As well as using it with their own classes, the researchers of this
project will be teaching their colleagues about the uses and benefits of the LingoLab activity,
along with training on how to put it to use with their own students. | will also be giving several
presentations on LingoLab at online conferences throughout 2020, and carrying out further
surveys and research, with responses from both teachers and students.

| look forward to providing more details on these goals in the extended final report for this
grant in June 2020.
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