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Professor Hiroshi Shimizu

Areas of Expertise / Keywords

Social psychology

Psychometrics and statistical modeling

Research on norm formation in society and groups

Research on altruism in intimate interpersonal relationships

The research theme of our laboratory is the mechanisms of why and how
people’s values and beliefs are shared. At the beginning of our research, we studied how
people think about and share “good interpersonal relationships.” In this context, we were
interested in the evolutionary origins of concepts, such as altruism and friendship, and
why it is considered good to help each other (i.e., why there is a norm that friends should
help each other). We have shown that thinking of friends as “irreplaceable” is involved
in the establishment of the norm of helping each other.

We have examined cultural differences in indirect requests in a joint research
project. In Japan, we sometimes ask friends to favor them in a roundabout way. For
example, “Oh, by the way, I do not have any money right now.” This kind of indirect
request is not often used in Western cultures such as the United States. Why do we use
this in Japan? Although these results have not yet been published, we arrived at the
following hypothesis. When it is published, we will discuss it in class. As can be seen, we
are interested in communication in intimate relationships and cultural differences.

Recently, we have become interested in the formation of social value judgments.
We consider questions such as why and how people judge the appropriateness of social
behavior of themselves and others, and how such judgment criteria are shared. To
answer these questions, we applied knowledge from behavioral economics and
mathematical sociology to build a mathematical model of social psychology. We are also
developing methodologies and statistical techniques for measuring social value.

The methodology in our laboratory is mainly surveys, but we also conducted
group experiments. We are familiar with statistical analyses, especially multivariate and
statistical modelling. Therefore, quantitative analysis is often used in our research. If
you are interested in statistical modeling, let us study and develop our skills together.

In the graduate laboratory, we will support your research by refining your
research questions and plans, analyzing data, and giving you advice on writing papers.
Essentially, we will not give you a research theme for you to work on. We will only

support you in conducting your research on your own initiative. In our laboratory, we



emphasize the attitude of conducting research on your own, so please lead your graduate
school life with this in mind.

I would like you to spend as much time as possible on research during your
graduate school life. However, our laboratory has also adopted the 10% rule, in which
10% of your research time should be spent doing something other than your primary
research. Please take an interest in anything related to your research, even if it is not
your primary research. It can be anything from participating in research groups,
studying methodologies, and developing research tools.

There are two types of seminars: a graduate seminar that I supervise and a joint
seminar with Professor Inamasu’s seminar, where we share the progress of our research.
During the joint seminar, undergraduates, postdocs, and faculty members gather for a
discussion. The unique feature of our seminar is that students do not receive guidance
only from supervisors, but conduct their research in collaboration with multiple faculty

members in an open manner.
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In addition, information on the seminars held at the center is available on the website of
the Kwansei Gakuin University Center for Social Psychology. You can also
(https://www.kg-rcsp.com/) see presentations by members of seminars other
than the seminar, so I encourage readers to participate as well.
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political attitude: A Bayesian statistical modelling approach, theory, and
methods, 34.
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[Books].
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Additional Information

My research interests and achievements, as well as methodological materials and
software that I myself provide, are uploaded on my website (http:/noruimune.net). I also
tweet using (@simizu706) about the information of my laboratory and surrounding

research groups.
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