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Professor Yuji Tateishi

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Sociology of science and technology
Science, Technology and Society (STS)
Environmental sociology

Sociology of risk

We are surrounded by products that make full use of the latest technologies, such as
smartphones and self-driving cars. The food we eat and the houses we live in have
changed completely from a century ago. The sociology of science and technology (SST)
studies how these developments in science and technology affect society, and conversely,

how the trajectory of science and technology is influenced by the state of society.

One of the major characteristics of science and technology is the uncertainty of its long-
term results. At the beginning of some new technology, no one knows how it will change
society. New technologies sometimes arise controversy about whether to promote or halt
them. All experts are stakeholders in their field. If we leave the decision up to them, they
may choose a path for their own interest, not one that is desirable for society as a whole.
In today's society, we have to make our own decisions on issues that require the help of
experts to understand. The task of SST is to conception the social mechanisms that

enable decision-making on such issues without being at the mercy of experts.

My research has primarily used interviews with science and technology experts, and
quantitative and qualitative analysis of research networks and journal articles to reveal
the structure of controversies about environmental risks among experts. Below are
examples of some questions and related keywords from the topics I have researched or

have taught.

- How should we discuss uncertainty in the context of environmental issues? Negative
self-reference by experts.

- Why did the construction of nuclear power plants not stop for the long term, though
many people opposed it? Technocracy and path dependency.

- Why did it take so long for the existence of multiple chemical sensitivity to be
recognized? The social construction of environmental risks.

- Does recycling make sense? Strategic environmentalism and the ritualization of



environmental protection.

What is the problem if global temperature rises? The invisibility of risks and
skepticism towards experts.

Why do airplane accidents repeatedly occur? Normal accidents and normalization of
deviations.

How can we stop the overuse of automobiles? Rationalization in modern societies and

the irrationality of rationality.

The research themes for graduate students are decided according to their interests so

long as they relate to science, technology, or the environment.

The following are the three pillars of my graduate seminar.

Presentation of research progress reports and discussions about them. Practical
training in analyzing survey results, interview transcripts, and other materials.

Presentation and discussion of literature in line with participants’ academic interests.
Presentation and discussion of basic literature on the sociology of science and

technology, environmental sociology, and sociology in general.
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