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Analysis of Outsider’s Immigration
Process in Mountainous Communities:
Fostering the Notion of “Habitant”

Norio OKADA Toshikazu KAWAHARA

Abstract:

Given the ages of communication to follow in the next century, this paper
focuses on the immigration process of outsiders into mountainous communities
in Japan by analyzing the notion of “habitant.” With Oguni Town, Kumamoto
Prefeture as a case study area, illustration has been made to identify
differences in types of habitants, such as inhabitants, semi-habitants and
trans-habitants, from among those outsiders who practically reside in Oguni.
The case study has contributed a great deal to the fostering and vitalization of
these proposed notions. In conclusion further extensions have been suggested
toimprove their applicabilty and practicality, especially, related to vitalization
of mountainous regions.

Keywords:
immigration process, habitant, ages of communication, vitalization of
mountainous regions
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Local Efforts from the “Other Disaster:” Small-
scale Community Rebuilding Even Before a
Major Natural Disaster Hits the Area

Abstract

Most of the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake have been
faced with the need to recover from disaster on two layers. The first layer is
starting over after the complete destruction in the wake of the earthquake
and tsunami—the 3-11 natural disaster. The second layer is related to social
stresses that had been suffered in the region from even before the 3-11
disaster, for example resulting from the depopulation of villages—a kind of
“social disaster” that had become normalized. In other words, problems that
had plagued the disaster-afflicted region in normal times were brought starkly
to the surface following the events of March 2011 and its aftermath. Those
deeper issues have compounded the problems of recovery.

Starting over in these areas thus needs to go back to the situation prior
to the earthquake and tsunami and address the “day to day social disaster”
that had been in progress from before, not just the situation as it was after
the earthquake and tsunami. This study terms this the “pre-natural disaster,
day to day community rehabilitation.” The paper examines the possibility
that community rehabilitation of this kind could mean that, should a natural
disaster occur again, its impact would be considerably lighter in degree and
form.

How are those communities that suffer from the “social disaster”
struggling to rebuild themselves from the point of view of pre-natural disaster
preparedness, response to the event, and recovery afterwards? This paper
suggests that some hints may be found in the knowledge and experience
accumulated through initiatives launched in the town of Chizu, Tottori
prefecture, which has been striving hard to reverse the depopulation process.

Keywords:
community rehabilitation, natural disaster, rural decline, social
enrterprise, Chizu Town (Tottori Prefecture)
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On that day, the ashiyu service was offered
at the common room No.l. I walked to
residents sitting by the ashiyu and listened
as they spoke.
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What shall I do if my temporary housing
is located in Ohtama? I have no choice, do
I? My friend who moved to an apartment
says she is lonely-she has nobody to talk to.
Here [in the evacuation center] we are all

friends. (Woman in her 60s)
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