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A Study on Long-term Evacuees of
Fukushima Nuclear Accident: Survey

Results and Analysis

Yoko Saito

Abstract:

Many people lost their homes and hometowns to the Fukushima nuclear power
plant accident caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. Many
of them remain evacuated. The results of the questionnaire survey of evacuees
conducted ten years after the disaster show that their economic conditions have
deteriorated and that they have little relationship with their neighbors. The
survey also found that many are in good mental health even despite the harsh
situation they have faced. This paper focuses on this aspect and examines the
factors affecting those who are mentally healthy and those who are not, using
SPSS logistic regression analysis.

It has been found that the social network in which people maintain good
relationships with their neighbors and have people to consult with is greatly
responsible for good mental health. Support for the evacuees must continue to be
provided based on more detailed investigation of their situation.

Keywords:
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, Fukushima nuclear power plant
accident, wide-area evacuation, social network



