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Changes in Support Systems for People
Affected by the 2009 L’Aquila Earthquake

and the 2016 Central Italy Earthquake

Yoko Saito

Abstract:

Italy can be classified as a disaster-prone country like Japan. The L'Aquila
Earthquake struck in 2009, and in 2016, the four states of Abruzzo, Umbria,
Marche and Lazio suffered from the Central Italy Earthquake. Reconstruction
from these disasters is still going on in both areas. The paper investigates changes
in support systems between 2009 and 2016 from the following perspectives; 1) the
main organizations that provided support for victims of the two earthquakes, 2) the
status of damage assessment, 3) the types of temporary housing made available, and
4) support for the restoration of permanent housing. The study takes up the various
policies that were changed and implemented during the period between the 2009 and
2016 quakes, especially during the restoration and reconstruction period. In contrast
to the IAquila Earthquake, the reconstruction effort for which was managed by the
national government, reconstruction following the Central Italy Earthquake was
managed mainly by the respective states. For temporary housing, a system by which
prior contracts for temporary housing construction are concluded with corporations
in the private sector, was established after the L’Aquila disaster. The Central Italy
Earthquake was the first major disaster to occur after that system was created. The
study revealed a big difference in reconstruction efforts for permanent housing between
the two earthquakes. One example was that the method of paying subsidies changed
from cash payment to payment in kind. Disaster response in Italy has differed for each
disaster, but much experience has been accumulated. Based on such achievements, the
Dipartmento Casa Italia (Department of Casa Italia), which directs disaster prevention
and reconstruction measures, was set up in 2020. It is expected to play an important
role in future disaster prevention and reconstruction in Italy. These measures provide
important suggestions when considering disaster responses in Japan in preparation
for the expected Nankai Trough Great Earthquake and a major Tokyo metropolitan
earthquake, and increasingly frequent heavy rain disasters.

Keywords:
2009 L’Aquila Earthquake, 2016 Central Italy Earthquake, Department of
Civil Protection, post-disaster support policy
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