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The Kyoto District Court Ruling on the
Fukushima Disaster Evacuee Lawsuit:
Appropriate Evacuation, Infringement
of Rights, and Damages

Hidehiko Kanbe

Abstract:

Eight years have passed since the Fukushima Daiichi (first) Nuclear Power
Plant accident (March 2011), but, according to the Reconstruction Agency,
as of April 2018 approximately 47,000 evacuees from Fukushima prefecture
alone are still living outside the prefecture. These are the circumstances under
which a total of about 30 group lawsuits (well over 10,000 plaintiffs) have been
filed throughout Japan against the government and Tokyo Electric Power
Company Holdings Inc. (Tepco; or against Tepco alone) demanding restoration
or payment of damages. They are brought by evacuees, mandatory (those who
evacuated from municipalities designated by the government as evacuation
zones) or voluntary (those who evacuated from non-designated areas) and
other victims still living inside their home prefecture. Of these group lawsuits,
rulings have been issued for only seven as of August 2018. This paper examines
the Kyoto district court’s ruling on March 15, 2018. The Kyoto lawsuit was
filed against Tepco and the government by a group of disaster evacuees who
fled from Fukushima and other neighboring prefectures to Kyoto, demanding
payment for damages suffered. Starting by briefly discussing the liability of
the government and Tepco in the ruling on the Kyoto lawsuit, the paper deals
mainly with the appropriateness of evacuation, infringement of rights, and
damages suffered, and analyzes and evaluates the ruling, comparing it with
other rulings.

Keywords:
Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, evacuees, group lawsuit, Kyoto
lawsuit ruling





