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The Study on Organizational
Coordination System for Emergency
Response: Focusing the Organizational
Coordination in the United States

SAKAMOTO Mayumi

Abstract

This study analyes how to improve an organizational coordination system
for disaster response in Japan based or a study on a coordination systems
in the United States. The Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011 left huge
damages to municipal governments along the Pacific Coast in Tohoku
Regin, Japan. In Japan, the Basic Disaster Relief Act defines that municipal
governments are the primary responsible for disaster response, however, there
1s no system to support disaster affected municipalities. In the United States,
local governments are the primary responsible for disaster response at local
level, however, if damages caused by a disaster exceed the local government
response capacity, Federal Government or State Governments support local
government’s disaster response. In order to support local government’s disaster
response, a organizational coordination system based on National Response
Framework (NRF) and National Incident Management System (NIMS) are
established.

Keywords:
organizational coordination, disaster response, improvisation, the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Hurricane Katrina



