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Transmission by Lifelong Education of
East Japan Disaster Afflicted and Evac-

uated Local Government Identities:
“Learning and Native Place” Projects
and “Community-building Councils”

Kosaku ABE

Abstract

Eight villages and towns in the Futaba district of Fukushima prefecture
were forced to evacuate, including the functions of their town/village offices
themselves, as a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
and evacuated residents are unable to return to their homes four years later.
A study conducted jointly by the city of Omihachiman and Shiga University
observed the considerable effect—on the development of affinity toward a
community people are living in—of the experience of living in that community
during childhood and study sessions about that community participated in
while still new to the community. This suggests the importance of native-
community study and activities for children. As the evacuation period is
prolonged, children especially but original inhabitants in general will lose
their attachment to their native towns and this can have a negative impact
on the regeneration of towns once return becomes possible.

Considering the Omihachiman case studies and the current situation in
Fukushima prefecture, this study examines the possibilities for community-
building councils as the hub of native-place learning and activities aimed at
cultivating, maintaining, and transmitting native-place awareness among
evacuated residents of afflicted areas.

Keywords: native-place awareness, identity, native-place learning,
children, community-building councils



