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Community Building in “Slavutich’:
Involving Nuclear Disaster Evacuees

as well as Non-evacuees in the Develop-
ment of the City and Surrounding Areas

Ryo OMATSU

Abstract

This study aims to clarify specific features of community building in the
city of Slavutich (Ukraine) and learn some lessons for the future of nuclear
disaster evacuee communities in Japan.

Slavutich is the city constructed after the Chernobyl Nuclear Power
Plant accident as a settlement for the evacuated plant workers and their
families. The city is often cited as a model of so-called “second town” for
nuclear disaster evacuees.

So far few researches focus on such important aspects of the city as
participation by non-evacuees in the city construction process, cooperation
with surrounding areas based on mutual benefits, and policy shifts from the
nuclear power plant dependent economy to a more diversified one (“special
economic zone”).

The study points out that the city has succeeded in creating unity
between evacuees and non-evacuees through cooperative construction
projects and regular cultural events. It is no less important to build mutual
benefit with the nearby areas that offered a part of their own territory for
the new town.

Keywords: community, evacuees, Fukushima, Chernobyl, second town



