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Extent of Community Recovery after

Residents

Ten Years from the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami: Findings from
a Questionnaire Survey of Disaster Area

Yuka Kaneko, Yumi Shiomi, Toshihisa Toyoda, Akihiko Hokugo, Yuichi Honjo,
Abel Tait1 Konno Pinheiro and Yagane Ghezelloo

Abstract:

This paper aims to compare and analyze the changes in local community
activities before and after the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in terms
of the content and venues of the activities. The study is based on a questionnaire
survey of residents in eight municipalities in Iwate and Miyagi prefectures.

The results show that (1) both the activities residents regard as communal
and the communal activities they participate in are decreasing; (2) the traditional
events and festivals in which residents were most active before have been replaced
by environment and cleanup activities; (3) many answered they want to activate
traditional events and festivals; (4) kominkan (community learningcenters) were
most frequently used for community activities before the disaster but they have
now been replaced by shukaijo (community meeting places) in frequency of use;
and (5) After the disaster, more people take less than 5 minutes to go to activity
venues than people who take from 5-15 minutes. All these findings indicate
aging of people in the disaster-hit areas and the reduced scale and group size of

community activity.

Keywords:
The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, local community, kominkan
(community learning center), shukaijo (community meeting place), town planning



