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I am not alone.

Sarita Badi

My name is Sarita Badi. The word Badi is written with 4 beautiful letters, but
when this word is used as a family caste name it automatically establishes our
identity and changes the way that other people look at us. That’s because the
Badi caste is the lowest of the Dalit (lowest caste) untouchable, impure caste
and, also because in past generations, our poverty forced women and girls into
prostitution.

I grew up in a village called Surkhet, Juprakhola. My village is small - only a
few houses and no electricity or running water. My parents had always worked
hard, trying to make life easier, but even with their earnings it was hard to get
food. So, there was no option for them to send their children to school. It was
hard just to live every day. Then when I was 9, I was rescued from the village
and went to live in a hostel (orphanage) in Kathmandu. When I first arrived in
Kathmandu, I was very excited because everything was new for me. But it was
also at that same time that I first learned my identity of being a Badi, and also
about the difficult background and conditions that the Badi people have faced.

While I was living in the hostel (orphanage), I was able to go to school. I started
to learn about working hard, about possibilities for the future, and to dream. We
learned the value of God’s Word and the power of giving to make change.
Because of that, my sister and I strongly felt that we had to stand on our own
feet to protect and support the next generation of Badi people. We decided to
leave the hostel (orphanage) and we started our own hostel (orphanage) with
the help of Japanese organizations Gospel Aid and Badi Cafe.

Five years ago we started with caring for one child. Today we are raising 20
children there. They all go to church. That is my joy.

In the past, my life had been full of darkness, but Jesus came into my life as
Light. I was like wastepaper that people throw away into the dustbin. But Jesus
took me out of the dustbin, and He made me precious and useful again. Today,
I’'m here and can say that even if other people see me as being poor, from a low
caste, useless, or whatever, it doesn’t matter to me, because for God, I am His
princess, and He is my King. He knows me better.

I am not alone in the dustbin anymore; God picked me up, and He is always with
me. He always sustains and uses me for His sake.

In the same way, you are not alone. God will help you. He will pick you up and
place your feet on solid ground together with Himself.

Thank you.
(Badi Sustain Mulflpurpose Pvt. Ltd. #£&.
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