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of gestures.

What have you learned from your time
at KGU so far?

I've learned a lot from just being in Japan
and studying at KGU. Being in Nishinomiya
and being able to travel, you can't trade the
expertise you get from actually going to the
places in the textbooks and ordering food
at McDonald's. Having to shop for yourself,
ordering from restaurants in a foreign language,
adapting to life with a host family in a totally
different environment, they aren't academic skills
necessarily, but doing those things has made me
more resilient as a person.

What's your favorite Japanese ex-
pression?

My favorite Japanese expression, or one | use
often, is “zannen desu ne.” You can apply it
to a lot of situations, people like to complain,
so it's useful to have something noncommittal
to say in response. A lot of people turn it back
on me as well, since | like to complain, too
(laughs).
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Daily schedule on class days

1BORT S a—I)b

7:45
Wake up, head right out the door,/ #2PRL T T IS F
8:45 Arrive at KGU / F 4 /X2
9:00
Morning classes / BA(D 152
12:30
Lunch at BIG PAPA /BIG PAPATZ>F
13:30
Practice Japanese at the Global Lounge
JTA—INVTY S TRREDRE
15:00
Travel around off-campus or
hang around campus until capoeira (on Fridays)
Fo 2 INZHA T BH
HRIAZY TV OBRETH NI TGRS (£MA)
20:00
Go home /J&=5
21:00
Have dinner / ¥ &
22:00
Relax, do homework, get ready for bed
VT IR R BB%ER
24:00
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Why did you choose KGU?

| felt that at Kwansei Gakuin University 1'd really
get the opportunity to speak with other Japanese
students and get a lot of practice in. It's great
when you're in your Japanese class and you're
able to show off what you've leamed, but it's a
lot more fun in a foreign country when you're
actually using that Japanese in your everyday
life, whether it's at the supermarket or with your
host family or just with your friends. | like getting
to use the new stuff | learn immediately.

Where are you living?

| live with a host family. I'm living near Nishi-
nomiya Kitaguchi, which means I'm a little bit far
- but | wouldn't trade it for the world, because
it's definitely been the best part of my trip for
me. The nice thing staying with a host family, my
host family has three kids, so there's always lots
of people to talk to and to get help from. It's just
nice to have someone to rely on.

What's your daily schedule?

| start my day off with Japanese classes. My av-

erage course load is about two classes a day, so
| get lunch here at Big Papa. Pretty much every
day | eat kakesoba. It's cheap and delicious, |
can't get enough of it. After lunch, whenever
possible | like to go to the Global Lounge to
practice speaking Japanese, but sometimes
| just go straight home because the kotatsu
is really warm in winter. That's my everyday
weekday, on Friday | go to capoeira, and on
weekends, | go traveling to places like Kyoto or
Namba after I've gotten all my homework done.

What advice would you give to ex-
change students who are thinking
about coming to KGU?

Be adventurous because there are a lot of
opportunities here, but they're not always im-
mediately apparent. | think it's really important
to try to join a club or do extracurricular activ-
ities. You have to keep an eye out and push
yourself to do those things. Every single one
|'ve done so far has become my new favorite
memory of Japan. In capoeira, my Japanese
isn't good enough to explain every kind of body
motion, but you can get away with using a lot
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