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We are all neighbors

Alan Brady

Love your neighbor as you love yourself. Who is our neighbor? Jesus is very
clear on this and teaches that he or she could be almost anyone we come into
contact with such as the Samaritan who Jesus encounters or the woman by
the well. Hospitality is a daily practice, not only a concept or thought, and is
a way of life. But who among us has not failed to be hospitable at times?
Offering welcome, hellos, is basic to the Christian identity, and for most of
the early faithful and dutiful believers such as James, the Brother of Jesus,
acts of hospitality showed in help and care and love for needy strangers.

So where does our hospitality come from, our head or our heart? For those
of us who are Christian and/or for those of us who can understand who
Jesus was and what he practiced as well as what he taught know that
hospitality comes from our love of the world, of our life, of God, and especially
from our gratitude for God’s love and welcome to us. What is hospitality?
Where do we find it? Sharing food and drink with others for example, giving
people our full attention, remembering names, helping people get used to a
place or situation, in so many other situations where one person —you or me
— puts another person first.

Sharing then is caring, is loving, is giving without any expectation of
receiving. In the real world people exchange gifts and if you ever wonder
why that is when Jesus himself taught and practiced that giving without
receiving is greater than giving for the sake of receiving, let me suggest that
we give freely to each other in gratitude for the life we live and for the
world that we live in, and —for those of us who believe in God and Jesus —
gratitude to God for giving us Jesus his Son to save us from our temptations
away from hospitality, away from loving others. The gifts I speak of as acts
of hospitality are not things such as compact disks, or televisions, or clothes,
or plane tickets.The gifts that last far longer are “things” (not objects) such
as giving help, giving time to others, giving attention to others, giving peace
or advice that helps another find peace. Being hospitable is a form of gift
giving. What we give is not measured in terms of its money or material
value.
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