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200 Years of Methodist Mission
Ruth M. Grubel

As most members of the Kwansei Gakuin Community know, our school was founded
in 1889 through the efforts of missionaries and financial donations sent by Methodist
churches in America. Earlier, the parents of KG's founder, Walter Lambuth, were
sent as missionaries to Shanghai, China in 1854 by the Methodist Episcopal Church
South in the US.A. However, the earliest example of Methodist mission was the
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was established on
April 5, 1819 to support the work begun by John Stewart. Mr. Stewart was an
African American, born in Virginia, who worked among the Wyandotte Native
American people in Ohio. At the same time, Methodists in Britain were
establishing missionary societies to reach people in Ireland, Canada, Sri Lanka, and
Sierra Leone. Then fifty years later, in 1869, the Women's Foreign Missionary
Society was also formed in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Today, the Global Ministries (Mission) program of the United Methodist Church has
changed a great deal since the early days of the nineteenth century. Missionaries
are going “‘From everywhere to everywhere,” not just people from the wealthy
countries to developing countries, but vice versa, and in all directions. When I
attended a Methodist missionary gathering in Cambodia recently, I learned that
there are missionaries serving there from Bangladesh, Kenya, South Korea, and the
Philippines. There are also Cambodian missionaries serving in the United States.
In addition to the goals of proclaiming the Christian gospel and assisting Christian
churches and communities, Global Ministries aims to work with people around the
world to alleviate suffering, as well as to seek justice, freedom, and peace. The roles
of missionaries at Kwansei Gakuin too have changed over its 129 years, and the
transitions have not always been easy. However, by building strong relationships
based on mutual respect and learning, all of us can contribute to a richer religious,
cultural, intellectual, and social life as we remember the 200th anniversary of
Methodist Mission and Kwansei Gakuin’s 130th anniversary in 2019.
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