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A Faith Seeking Self-Determination of Compassion & Justice
Curtis Rigsby

I first came to Japan as a missionary in 1991, then went on to attain a
Theology M.A,, studied at a Japanese seminary, and worked as an assistant pastor at a
Japanese speaking church in the USA. I was also a research student at Kyoto
University. Most importantly, I married a lovely Japanese wife from Kagoshima. Our
second child was just born in Kumamoto last month. I am so grateful to Japan for
providing so generously for this precious birth. Further, from a young age, I have
admired Japan through its food, etiquette, art, and animation(ex. Kimba the White
Lion, Macross, Nausicaa), etc. And as a Christian and a Philosophy PhD, I have always
been especially interested in how Christianity relates to Japan. I can offer the
following thoughts.

Among non-Western countries, Japan has achieved remarkable success in
autonomously pursuing its political, economic, technological, cultural, and
philosophical aims. That is to say, Japan has relatively escaped Western colonization,
and has even been able to challenge the West on its own terms. While learning from
the West, Japan has drawn upon its own heritage—a policy of “Japanese spirit /
Western learning” (FlI3##%}) with ancient roots in“Japanese spirit / Chinese learning”
(F13L¥F). For instance, Japanese philosophers and theologians (such as Hatano
Seiichi, Takizawa Katsumi, Yagi Seiichi, Endo Shusaku, Kitamori Kazo, Ariga
Tetsutard, Kagawa Toyohiko, etc) have pursued a vigorous dialogue both with
Western sources and with East-Asian sources such as Buddhism. This Japanese
tradition of self-determinism, freedom, and creativity makes Japan extraordinarily
interesting as a place for Christianity to flourish. Indeed, faith is not something
imposed on us from the outside, but should ultimately be something which each
individual autonomously embraces.

Therefore, in my role as chaplain-missionary and Associate Professor at
Kwansei Gakuin University, I aim to facilitate the ability of students in particular, and
all Japanese people in general, to think and act for themselves. Until March of this
year, I was an Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Guam. As a
colony of Spain and Japan, and as a territory of the USA, Guam—Ilike so many other
non-Western areas—has struggled to formulate its own voice autonomously.
Incidently, the interests of Guam and Japan are intimately connected geopolitically,
strategically, economically, and culturally. Just a 3 hour flight from Japan, Guam's
nickname is "the tip of the spear” (of American military interests) in the Pacific, and
Guam is one of Japan's major tourist attractions.

From my new position at Kwansei Gakuin University, and informed by my
Christian faith, I aim to work toward peace and cooperation in the Pacific. I also aim to
promote the geopolitical and cultural flourishing of Japan as a voice of compassion and
justice in today’s world. Toward this end, and in present day Japan where the birthrate
has fallen severely, I pray that my own children can contribute an encouragement to
Japanese young people and potential Japanese parents. I hope for such aims to be a
reflection of the light of Christ and a cultivation of the life of Christ in the world.
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