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Pentecost (FLAJiDOH),
the Inspirational Foundation of and Constant Inspiration for the Church.

Christian Morimoto Hermansen

What inspires you?

Can you find the spirit in inspiration? Inspirare is Latin. It translates as “breathe
into”: In the first book of the Old Testament, Genesis chapter 2 verse 7, we find,
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” No breath, means no life.

So, inspiration is the difference between death and life.

“When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one
place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind
blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw
what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as
the Spirit enabled them to speak.” (Acts 2 : 2-4, Good News Translation, 1992)

In this story from Acts (fifES5474%), the followers of Jesus were gathered together,
probably to celebrate the Jewish feast of Pentecost. It had been 50 days since
Jesus' death. Some claimed to have seen him, but their spirits were low. They
would rather not be seen. But before he died, Jesus had told them [hH7zLA»KD
ABBHLENPLDLTDVIEDEIELTVWEMITE, bbb, XOADBENLEKS
HHOMWENT LR, ZRELEZLICOWTIELEZTATHA9. | (3% 15: 26
[T7E#) . A newer Japanese translation has Fri# instead of BhiF¥F. Both are
correct translations for the original Greek word mapdxinto¢ (par-ak'-lay-tos)
which means advocate or helper. In English Bibles, the word has been translated as
Comforter or Helper. The Holy Spirit the disciples experience on Pentecost, helped
them to get on with the work Jesus had given them -:- to go into the world and
teach what Jesus had taught them. They had lived in fear of what others would
say or do to them, if they talked about Jesus and his message - “So this is my law
for you: Have love for one another. [HWIZELEWVWRE WV, INMPRDOHHTDH
5o | (33,v%15:17) . The Holy Spirit comforted them, inspired them, and
helped them to talk about these things. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, they dared to
tell the message to people from many parts of the world in the languages they
could understand. That is the power of the Spirit.

(Boh 3% - i)
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