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IB 1n Japan

John Searle
OIS Head

In September OIS hosted the East Asia Association of IB
Heads of School meeting. We were fortunate to have visitors
from all over Japan, as well as from Korea and Taiwan. Mr
Ian Chambers, the Regional Director of IB East Asia talked to
us about the developments within the IB as the organization
expands its operations around the world, and also the develop-
ments in the relationship between the IB and the Japanese gov-

ernment.

The Japanese government is moving ahead with plans to in-
troduce the IB diploma programme as an alternative to the state
curriculum in its schools. The growing view within Japan ap-
pears to be that to provide a suitably skilled workforce to com-
pete in the global economy, schools and universities will need
to develop graduates with a number of qualities and attributes:
assertive, and cooperative individuals who are problem solv-
ers, leaders, critical thinkers, linguists, who seek challenges,
are appreciative of other cultures and have a well rounded
education as well as a sense of Japanese identity. These criteria
were developed last year by the Global Human Resource coun-
cil, a subcommittee within the Ministry of Education. Since
then, the Ministry has developed plans to have as many as 200
schools offer the programme. Many parent will have seen a se-
ries of articles in the Yomiuri Shimbun, which talk about Japan’
s future educational plans related to IB. One unclear element at
this time is whether the government wants IB schools or ‘IB-
like’ schools; a subtle distinction where schools’ curriculum
would reflect the outcomes of the IB programme but the cur-
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riculum would be developed wholly
by the Japanese government. This is a
very interesting distinction, and reflects
ongoing ambivalence that surrounds the
future of Japanese education. To take
on the IB diploma as an offering in 200
Japanese schools would be enormous
undertaking. This is not only to do with
the financial cost which is considerable,
but as much to do with changing teacher
training, the choice of texts and the
method by which students are assessed
and enter university. The adoption of
the programme in Japanese schools

will entail more than just an addition to
a curriculum; it will need to be under-
stood as a different approach to learning in the context of an
education for global citizenship. ‘Learning for global citizen-
ship must include specific attention to philosophy, pedagogy,
content and assessment.’ It also requires the development of
‘pluralistic attitudes”. To offer a Japanese version of the pro-
gramme, which is not actually the IB might mean that some of
these fundamental ideas may not be included.

This raises some very important issues. Parents who choose
OIS because they want their children involved in an IB educa-
tion are often committing to something that is quite different
to what they experienced at school. It is important that families
understand these differences. Similarly teachers, parents and
students in Japanese schools that adopt the IB must be prepared
to view teaching and learning in a different way. It is not a right
or wrong situation, but more a view of what people hold as
important in the experience of an education. This will be the
greatest challenge. It is certainly an interesting time to be in-
volved with the IB at an international school in Japan.

New Roof and Shaded Areas

The new school year promises to bring a lot of exciting
new ventures. If you have visited the campus this trimes-
ter you will have seen that the renovation of the court-
yard has been completed with the addition of the roof
and shaded areas. The space is not only a social area for
students; it will also be used for performances and study.
The completion of the courtyard project also included
an upgrade of the wireless network so that students and
teachers will be able to take advantage of the flexibility
this brings to the use of that space.
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Two Schools Together AISA Girls Volley Ball
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Asako Otsuki
SIS124F

The Sabers Girls Volleyball Team has a long history of vic-
tory. With a strong desire to continue such a legacy, the team of
2012 worked diligently to end the season with a championship.

This season started off full of anxiety for us seniors. Many
experienced players had graduated, leaving a few experienced
varsity players and lots of new faces. However, in no time, all
worries disappeared, and instead the gym was full of energetic,
hard-working girls. Freshmen and sophomores surprised us on
a daily basis with their rapid improvement, as we upperclass-

men frantically thrived to become the best role models we
could be.

We came in 6th at our first tournament, clearly off to a rough
start. The tears of frustration shed there became the seeds of

motivation for the next few weeks leading to the final period of
the season. Shortly, the overly energetic JV girls headed off to
Yokohama where they played with great spirit, coming in 3rd
place and setting the scene for the AISA tounament.

The Sabers ended the first day of AISA undefeated. The in-
credible support of the home crowd and the hardworking JV
team were at the root of our success. Advancing to day two, we
smoothly made it to the semi-finals where we fought against
Yokohama International School, in a game that was “bad for
Ms. Hirai’s heart”, which led up to the championship game
we’d all been dreaming of. Once again, the cheers from our
beloved JV girls, friends from Korea International School,
and classmates that had taken the time to come support us on
a Saturday afternoon, drove us on. The emotional 3-0 victory
against Marist ended in tears as immeasurable joy over the vic-
tory and undeniable sadness that the season was over combined
and resulted in a whole lot of messy faces.

I could not be more proud to have been given the opportunity
to be captain of this amazing team of 42 heartfelt girls. I know
this team will forever hold a special place in my heart.
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Two Schools Together A[SA Boys Volley Ball
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WJAA and AISA

SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activi-
ties Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools.

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School
« Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School
* Yokohama International School

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together A[S A Tennis
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Shiho Takagi
Coach, Counselor

The girls and boys tennis teams travelled to Seoul, Korea this
year for the AISA Tennis Tournament hosted by Seoul Inter-
national School (SIS). Though we had a small group of just 6
players (4 girls and 2 boys) who travelled, the students showed
great teamwork and fighting spirit, as well as great sportsman-
ship, proudly representing SOIS Sabers.

The boys team got to a tough start having only two players
on the team and playing against some strong and experienced
opponents from the other teams, especially SIS. Though they
were put in difficult conditions, both Kazuki Kobayashi (Grade
10) and Kai Burman (Grade 12) performed very well, fight-
ing for each point and not giving up. There were some close
matches played and some great rallies were seen by both play-
ers. Kazuki, only in 10th grade, will have more opportunities to
come and we look forward for two more years of great tennis to
come in the future.

The girls tennis team had two singles players, Kana Yokoya-
ma and Kyoka Kitagawa, and the doubles pair of Mirai Mizuno
and Haruna Ogata, all who experienced the AISA tournament
last year. This year, the girls were faced with greater competi-
tion, especially from SIS, which was not seen last year and it
raised the whole level of the tournament. For the doubles pair,
Mirai and Haruna (both in 10th grade) improved exponentially
with each game they played, showing off some excellent net
play and great teamwork. The pair went through to play the
match for third place, playing against Yokohama International
School. Mirai and Haruna fought with confidence and a posi-
tive attitude, bringing home a great win and third place!

Some amazing and competitive tennis was seen for the
girls’ singles tournament as well. Kyoka Kitagawa (Grade 11)

played with great fighting spirit as she was challenged by an
extremely ‘hard-to-play’ opponent who hit every single ball
back into her court. Kyoka did not let this get the best of her
and she stuck out with determination till the end, winning that
game. She was matched up with some tough opponents but she
played her tennis throughout.

The final championship match came to be one of the high-
lights of the whole tournament. Kana Yokoyama (Grade 10),
who was champion last year, won all her matches up to the fi-
nals, only conceding 1 or 2 games to her opponents on the way.
Kana played the number one girls’ singles player of SIS and it
turned out to be a very close match between the two girls. Both
players played at their best, showing off some amazing winners
and shots. Even though there was a large crowd cheering for
the home player, Kana did not let that get in her way and she
ended up dominating the match, winning 8-3. As her second
championship title, we are very proud of her accomplishments
and the superb tennis performed during this tournament.

Although we were a small team compared to the other
schools, the players all had a wonderful attitude, played ex-
cellent tennis, showed great teamwork and even made great
friends from the other schools. We hope to see more students
join the tennis team next year so we can go back stronger and
with a full team, and win the team title next year!!
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Two Schools Together

Triathlon! Aquathlon! Cross Country!

Hiroshi Baba, Tara Cheney
Triathlon/Running Coach
W7/295 8N 2377 AAY

"Igosso Aquathlon" was held on Sunday, July 29th in Kochi-
ken under the extremely hot weather. In total 15 people finished
and 2 people became winners.
<Winners> Swim 1500m + Run 10km Male: 1st ij 4 %% Syu-
nya Maeda (KG, Coach), Female: 1st JEIf R HE 7 Marika Fuji-
saki (SIS11)
<Other Finishers> Gr.7-9: Swim 200m + Run 4km & ZEF&#)
Lisa Takasu (SIS8), 2@ JN#)#& Kasane Yasuoka (SIS8), 7K &%
DX Arisa Mizuno (OIS10), 7K ¥ Z 54 Y Mirai Mizuno (OIS10),
Y% A Yuto Baba (01S7), Bz 5 & Shion Fujimori (SIS7),
Gr.10 and Up: Swim 1500m + Run 10km .} % Haruka Goi
(SIS11), FF3EH Tatsuya Goi (SIS11), #F: [ Riku Hosoi
(SIS11), & M5 A Masato Fukuda (SIS11), & JEHE#T Yuki Yo-
shigata (SIS11) , Z[fEE3E Emi Morioka (SIS Graduate), 535
f# 5 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
W8/057 7 ROV R #R

"Aquathlon Kyoto" was held on Sunday, August 5th at Kyoto
Aquarena in Kyoto city. In total 7 people participated and two
students placed.
<Placed> Gr.10 & Up: Swim 1000m + Run 6.4km Female: 1st
Overall JEEIR FR¥EZE Marika Fujisaki (SIS11), Gr.10-12: Swim
400m + Run 2.9km Boys: 3rd i [ Riku Hosoi (SIS11)
<Other Finishers> Gr.7-9 Swim 300m + Run 2km: [fiGFZ=RE ~
Kirara Okazaki (SIS7), Gr.10-12 Swim 400m -+ Run 2.9km: [
#f Yuzuru Tanaka, Gr.10 and Up Swim 1000m + Run 6.4km: &
FF A Masato Fukuda (SIS11), fij FH#4< Yui Maeda (SIS12),
54518 51 Hiroshi Baba
WY/0ORATRF,SATFTRAY-FTHOFRAY

"Suita City Mayor's Cup Triathlon/Aquathlon" was held on
September 9th at Senri Kita Koen. Total 33 people of SOIS/KG
participated and 7 people became winners. (S=Swim, B=Bike,
R=Run)
<Winners> Aquathlon: S125+R1.4 Gr.1-2 Girls &FEZmEHE
Natsumi Tomi (OIS1), S500+R2.8 Gr.7-9 Boys &8 A Yuto

12

Baba (0OIS7), Gr.10 & Up Female #={5(E.3 Naomi Iwazawa
(SIS11), Triathlon: S500+B10+R2.8 Gr.7-9 Girls /KEHVE
Arisa Mizuno (OIS10), Boys %% 51 3¢ Shimon Iwazawa (SIS8),
S1000+B20+R5.6 Gr.10-&Up Female jREl# FR ¥ 7 Marika Fuji-
saki (SIS11), Male HijH %% Syunya Maeda (KG), Age40&Up
Female Fx=— #7 Tara Cheney (Faculty)
<Other Finishers> Aquathlon: )I[IffL-}- Rena Kawasaki (OIS1),
JEE 4K Yui Fujito (SS2), H7k¥A Sam Tamizu (OIS1), b7
v ¥—2 Keith Thompson (OIS2), H 7k\J— Harry Tamizu (OIS2),
11789 Shimon Yamanishi (OIS2), & H 7 Natsumi Takeda
(8S6), "v—{—2 Niki Heimer (OIS6), 4+ 1 55 Lara Taniguchi
(OIS10), M3 Yuzuru Tanaka (SIS11), Hf1 B E Kazuma
Tawa (OB), Triathlon: ZZ[@ /%)% Kasane Yasuoka (SISS8), 15
ZA3#) Lisa Takasu (SIS8), 7K ¥ Z+ 5\ » Mirai Mizuno (OIS10),
JEE AR 5 L Shion Fujimori (SIS7), 2k 7k B4 Kosuke Yonenaga
(SIS8), dLEF#341 Yuya Kitano (SIS9), & 1 F& ] Yoshihisa Iwa-
ma (SIS9), FH:#7 Haruka Goi (SIS11), F2)1|38 Ryo Hayaka-
wa (SIS10), Fi it Tatsuya Goi (SIS11), T Yuki Yo-
shigata (SIS11), #& M A\ Masato Fukuda (SIS11), Age40&Up
Male % /=%% Tsutomu Fujito (Parent), & 351# 5! Hiroshi Baba
(Faculty)
WO/ 16EHFET7 V7 AAY

"Ashiya Aquathlon" was held at Ashiya-shi Sogo Koen on
Sunday, September 16th. In total 14 students participated and 2
students placed.
<Placed> Swim 250m+Run 3km: Gr7-9 Girls 3rd KEFHV S
Arisa Mizuno (OIS10), Swim 1000m+Run 10km: U40 Female
1st IR bk FE 7 Marika Fujisaki (SIS11)
<Other Finishers> Swim 250m+Run 3km: ## 5 E Shion
Fujimori (SIS7), [iIfZ= B 4 Kirara Okazaki (SIS7), K7k H.
{fi Kosuke Yonenaga (SIS8), =128 ##) Lisa Takasu (SIS8), &
[ N#03% Kasane Yasuoka (SIS8), &5 5% 3 Shimon Iwazawa
(SIS8), = [t1#% " Yoshihisa Iwama (SIS9), A Swim 500m+Run
Skm: FFEVEE Hiroki Munemasa (SIS11), B Swim 1000m+Run
10km: & 5 A\ Masato Fukuda (SIS11), & At Yuki Yoshi-
gata (SIS11), Relay: Swim 500m FH #'3} Yuzuru Tanaka (SIS11),
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Two Schools Together

Collaborative Field Trip
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Richard Fitzpatrick
Science

With the new academic year having
only just begun, grade 7 classes were
straight into the thick of the action as
they took part in a collaborative field
trip between the science and art de-
partments. The students boarded the
buses and headed for the picturesque
coastal area of Wakayama bay. After
an initial briefing they were sent off,
with the warning about the blue ringed
octopus still ringing in their ears, to
investigate the area's biodiversity and
attempt to identify and classify any |
organisms they could find in the rock
pools and down by the water's edge.
After a brief lunch the focus changed
and the area was observed for its ar-
tistic merit as the pupils attempted to
capture the differences between back-
ground and foreground.
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(A FT~N—2 D)
RunSkm = &4 Yuki Miyake (SIS11)
BEE/ARAUN)—

"JAPAN DoDDs Cross Country" was held on September 22nd
in Iwakuni-city. In total 13 students participated in Skm XC and
2 students placed. DoDD schools: M.C.Perry, N.C.Kinnick,
E.J.King, Edgren, Yokota, Zama
<Placed> Girls: 2nd JRIFFREEZS Marika Fujisaki (SIS11),

Boys: 10th & H % A\ Masato Fukuda (SIS11)

<Other finishers> /K HYN X Arisa Mizuno (OIS10), 55 5 3C
Shimon Iwazawa (SIS8), A% #4t, Yuya Kitano (SIS9), = %
i) Yoshihisa Iwama (SIS9), F-J1|3% Ryo Hayakawa (SIS10),
FHzE Riku Hosoi (SIS11), FH 3 Yuzuru Tanaka (SIS11), FiA
i85 Noritaka Araki (SIS11), ZFf&4: Yuki Miyake (SIS11),
SEBENE Hiroki Munemasa (SIS11), 554 8 Yuki Yoshigata
(SIS11)
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Two Schools Together

United Nations International Day of Peace

Mark Avery
MUN Coordinator

One of the United Nation’s primary roles is to raise aware-

ness about global issues. The effect of the power of raising
awareness is no more evident than it was in the hunt for Joseph
Kony after his name and the atrocities he was responsible
for swept the internet in March 2012. One way the UN raises
awareness is by dedicating certain days of the year to a par-
ticular global issue. In all, there are 114 United Nations Inter-
national Days every year beginning on January 27 with “Inter-
national Day of Commemoration in Memory of Victims of the
Holocaust and ending with “International Human Solidarity
Day” on December 20. September 21st is the United Nations
International Day of Peace. It received its own official day only
ten years ago to celebrate its goal of a global ceasefire for one
single day, Mami Takahara and Mari Hatanaka from SIS, and
Liam Kirwan and Emma Nakagawa-Hoffmann from OIS gave
a ten minute broadcast. Students in grade 9 and up were asked
to turn their televisions on to hear this message.

There has never been a day, in the history of humankind,
when people haven’t killed each other. And today, there are
conflicts going on in every corner of our world. In Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, in Somalia and
in Syria. Even the government of the country we live in is in
dispute with neighbouring countries over ownership of two
groups of small islands.

ANHDEELOHF T, A& BFELAEWELRDSTZRHIAS ETIZ
IHbHVEE A, ZLTE BB R P OL I THNREE TN
T AT TIH=RE L avAE, Y<IT VT, FL
EMEATOWDEDOBIF TS A, ITBREAVA)DEE SO
DMz > TOET,

There is so much wrong with the fact that humankind can
sustain war 24 hours a day, seven days a week and yet one day
of peace continues to evade us — bad for us but worse for peo-
ple who are surrounded by fighting and live in fear every single
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day. The BBC reports that every minute, two people are killed
in conflict. Imagine if we could achieve a global ceasefire for
just one single day every year. At the end of 364 days of war,
what would one day of peace do?

— H24K5fH], 7R | BeHr a5 ENTELDIC— H O
R TEROOIIES TOVET, BPICHENT AR EH
RO TAEEZTOET, BBCIZLDL /T i Z Atik4 o
FVTEATHET, B AT OEREZG TEETH?
364 H DG D%, — AT OFFITRATEDDIEAI N

It would not only save the 2,880 lives that would be lost in
conflict, it would also save the lives of all the people who could
receive medical attention and food and clean water in areas that
are normally too dangerous to enter. It would save all the chil-
dren who wouldn’t be kidnapped and trafficked. It would save
the lives of child soldiers. We’re lucky. We can come to school
without the fear of being kidnapped or being bombed or being
shot. Wouldn’t it be great if kids who aren’t as lucky as us could
have that for a day too? One day of peace would save lives and
that should be the only reason we need to make it happen. And
who knows, one day may turn into two days.

1 AIZ2880 A DA AN 21T T | B D
ERRESNTOT, ADTERTERWGFNCETERE,
KERMET DN TEET, ZO2URTHS. AFREH, D
FLIEDN T FELEEZRADILL TEEY, FET
HETY, FELEBINIBNORIARA~BAET, TAR
TEHREICFAELFIUEREZ LA THE<Rbo THHR HTEMN
TELORLIFZIUTTIESLNZLTY, ZOFF7R1 BIZIRO
RN NEOMZST LI IELNIZ A TY, ZLTED1A D2
HIZCObEDLILER>TONET,

Today, Friday September the 21st, is the United Nations
International Day of Peace, established for the sole purpose
of achieving a global ceasefire for one day. On September the
11th, 2001, the day when Kofi Annan, was going to announce
a global ceasefire day, Al Qaeda hijacked four planes in the
United States. The announcement of a day of peace was made
later in the papers. However, there was no space for it on the
front page. We have named the day. But that’s not enough. Our
leaders have to negotiate the peace. And what about us?

Let’s start here, today, by making peace with someone we
have a conflict with. If you can resolve a conflict with just one
person —a friend, a classmate, a teammate or a member of your
own family — from that moment there would be one less con-
flict in the world.

Let’s make peace with those around us to show our support
for a day when humankind stops fighting and sees what it’s like
to take care of each other.

AHRL9H21 AETEE T —JTd, ZORE, 1H S0
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Two Schools Together

Die Studienreise nach Deutschland
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For more information about the day, please go to these web
pages.

United Nations official page
http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/

Peace One Day organization

http://peaceoneday.org
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Emma Nakagawa Hoffmann (OIS Grade 11)

"Fesche Buam" That's what you would call a good looking
boy wearing Bavarian traditional leather breeches called "Le-
derhosen"

This summer I participated in a cultural exchange program
with our sister school"Gymnasium Grafing" in Munich, Ger-
many. There, I learnt colloquial German slang. Some people
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could find that learning un-useful teenage jargon during a cul-
ture exchange program would be unnecessary. But I found that
this helped me create a better relationship with the students at
our sister school. Language is the main way of communicating
not just for the teenage population but for humans in general.
So while people may think that learning German slang would
be gratuitous, I believe it helped me learn about the people and
the culture of Germany in a more personal and relevant way. In
addition, I also had the chance to share my own diverse culture
and heritage to my German counterparts. I also took part in
many fun activities while I was in Germany. I went to a Folks
Fest, did sight seeing, went shopping at Marienplatz in the city
centre of Munich, visited Dachau, as well as many museums
and even took a day trip to Austria. I had the greatest experi-
ence this summer and I would love to go back to Germany
when I have the chance.
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Two Schools Together
New Teachers

Mr Richard James Fitzpatrick (science)

Hello, SOIS. My name is Richard Fitzpatrick. I am very happy to have joined the faculty and I'm look-
ing forward to sharing my enthusiasm for science. Originally I am from England, born and bred in Leeds. I
studied Chemistry at The University of Liverpool, then spent several years working in the pharmaceutical
industry. After this I chose to gain a PGCE and then began teaching science and chemistry at schools in and
around Sheffield. This is my first position teaching in an international school and I am delighted to have ar-
rived at such a vibrant and interesting place as this. I enjoy lots of sports, mainly mountain biking, climbing,
trekking and football, and I am looking forward to using these to help me travel around and see as much of
Japan as possible.

Ms Angela Juanice McCray (math)

Hello, OIS community! I’'m excited to be joining the faculty and having the opportunity to learn more
about Japan. | have come to Japan with my husband and we are both looking forward to our explorations.
My duties here will include teaching MYP Mathematics in the middle school, IBDP Math Studies in the
high school, and coaching girls basketball. I’ve been teaching since 1995 and have lived and taught in Mich-
igan, Georgia and California in the U.S.A., along with London, England, and most recently Escazu, Costa
Rica. My favorite past times are travelling, movies, and chocolate! We will have a great year together!

Ms Cary Mecklem (ESL)

Hello! Last year you saw me on campus subbing in various classes and this year I look forward to assist-
ing students with their development of the English language in an academic context. Our previous teaching
assignments were in the Philippines, Kuwait, Bolivia, New York City and Korea. I love spending time with
my family -Kurt (M/HS Principal), Owen (Grade 3) and Frieda (Grade 1) as well as traveling, eating won-
derful food, reading and watching movies. It's great being back in Japan after our summer vacation back
home in Oregon. I look forward to an exciting year ahead!

Ms Maho Nakahashi (JSL)

Hello, everyone. My name is Maho Nakahashi, and I just want to say that I am very excited to be a mem-
ber of OIS! I'm looking forward to meeting everyone during my time here. Here's a little bit of info about
myself: I enjoy traveling. I also love cooking all types of food and my favorite sport is tennis. Thank you.

Ms Nora Patterson (music)

Hi. My name is Miss Nora Patterson and I am happy to be joining the team OIS and SIS as the music
teacher for grades K-12. I am from Delaware in the United States and have taught music in both Maryland
and New Jersey. Prior to moving to Osaka, I was living in Singapore for three years and spent some of that
time working at an international high school both as a teacher and piano accompanist. [ am excited to be in a
new country and look forward to working with the elementary, middle and high school choir!

Mr Michael Richard Routh (PE)

Hello, SOIS! I grew up on the beaches of the north coast of Australia. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Canberra, I taught for 3 years in Australia before finding the wonderful world of international
education. I have thoroughly enjoyed my posts in Singapore and Egypt and am very excited about living
and working in Japan. [ would like to thank the SOIS community for making me feel so welcome and I look
forward to an energetic, interesting and enjoyable year.

Ms Fukue Yamakubo (JSL)

Hi, my name is Fukue Yamakubo, a part time Japanese teacher. I teach grades 1~4, and 8~10. Before I
came to OIS, I was teaching students who wanted to enter Japanese universities. [ used to live in Victoria,
Canada, and Taiwan for study and work. I love eating delicious food. I welcome your ‘yummy information’
anytime! I am excited to be a member of OIS!
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Two Schools Together "START" has started
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Summer Camp Report
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Kansai High Schools Model United Nations

From the i—level MUN class

From June 21st to 23rd this year, our class participated in the
22nd Annual KHSMUN (Kansai High School Model United
Nations). Over 330 students from 13 schools represented over
50 countries. We really appreciate the great opportunity we had
to participate in such a wonderful conference. It felt like a once
in a lifetime experience.

This year, the main agenda was Protecting the Rights of
the Child and the topics were child soldiers and child labor.
Through these past three months, we got to learn the real-
ity of children in the world in a new way. It was way beyond
our imagination and we just could not believe that children
in this age are really suffering in the same world at the same
time. Even with every second that passes as you read this ar-
ticle, three children somewhere die due to largely preventable
causes. Knowing this fact might make you feel like you want
to save the children, but it is actually a very difficult problem.
At the conference, we learned that every nation has a very dif-
ferent situation and government policy, and that it is harder to
recognize the facts if we keep looking at the problem from only
from one perspective. As you read through this article, we hope
you will think about what you can do. Imagine those children
and feel something for them. Please sit back and read this ar-
ticle until the end. It will only take five minutes and it will be
worth it.
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TOPIC ONE: CHILD SOLDIERS
Issue #1: Rescuing Child Soldiers
About the Problem, from the Delegates of Norway
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Reika Nitta

There are still about 300,000 child soldiers in different parts
of the world including countries in Asia, Africa, the Middle
East and Latin America. Child soldiers are used as tools like
shields without absolutely any respect for their lives. It is re-
ported that some children have been forced to kill their parents,
friends, or forced to take drugs. Many are raped. There are even
instances of children being forced to kill their family so they
will have no one to run away to. They are forced to take drugs
so they will become addicted and not want to run away. The
reason why children are recruited is because they cost much
less than adult soldiers, it is easy to get children by abduction
and they are easy to brainwash. The world should focus on this
problem and work hard to solve the problem of child soldiers.
By Haruka Kiyohiro
About the Solution
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We do not ever want children to go into armed conflict for
any reason. No child should ever be involved in any form of
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armed conflict. Child soldiers are denied the opportunity to be

children. Rescuing child soldiers is about demobilization and
disarmament. The first thing we need to do is negotiate peace,
or at least a ceasefire, in an attempt to stop conflict. Even if we
as individuals can’t always directly do anything about it, we
CAN raise public awareness and take action such as contact-
ing government members. Why is it important to raise public
awareness? It’s because it’s the first step. Turning your eyes
toward the problem is the starting line of the race to solve this
problem.
Issue #2: Rehabilitating Child Soldiers
About the Problem, from the Delegates of the United States
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According to a recent UNESCO report, between 1998 and
2008, an estimated 2 million children were killed in conflicts
and 6 million were left disabled. Most of them were aged be-
tween 14 and 17, some were as young as 9. Also large numbers
of them were affected by drug addiction and often subjected to
cruel, inhumane treatment. “When I was [a] 12 year old boy,
they caught my mother and father, and then killed my father in
my presence” (a former child soldier in Sierra Leone). Today,
40% of child soldiers are girls and many of them contract HIV
or AIDS after being raped. Some of them also become preg-
nant. As with drug addiction, the mental trauma never goes
away. Sometimes the children’s own families won’t take them
back because they have killed, or the girls have children of ene-
my soldiers, or they are addicted to drugs. By Mizuki Matsuura
About the Solution
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We can endeavor to solve this problem. Even though we are
in Japan, there are many things we can do. If we raised public
awareness, we could collect a lot of donations and then some
international organizations, like UNICEF, could give lectures
in conflict areas where child soldiers are being used to cre-
ate a better environment for reintegrating demobilized child
soldiers. Also, we can support centers which help to remove
children's trauma. It is difficult to take action by ourselves but
if we cooperate together, it must be possible to rehabilitate chil-
dren who suffered as child soldiers.

TOPIC TWO: CHILD LABOR
Issue #1: Defining Acceptable Conditions for Child Work
About the Problem, from the Delegates of Kenya
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Today, more than 1.5 million children are forced to work in
hazardous conditions. The forms of hazardous work include
hard labor as the equivalent of slaves, prostitution, trafficking
and other illicit activities such as begging and having to give
the money away, and selling drugs. In parts of the world, things
are happening to children that we cannot believe when we
compare it to our own peaceful lives. The reason why children
are often willing to become laborers and work in hazardous
conditions is poverty. It changes adults’ perceptions in a bad
way, causes hundreds of wars and enables hazardous child la-
bor. By Maho Tanigawa
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About the Solution
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So how can we possibly find a solution for child labor? We
got a few answers through MUN meetings that developed into
the basic ideas for addressing the current conditions. First en-
courage all the developing countries which have the problem
of child labor to take action that will immediately improve this
problem. Next, we should urge developed countries and big
multinational companies to support NGOs (Non Government
Organizations). Several resolutions will be needed and it will
take a long time but the most important thing we have to do is
solve poverty and recommend adults to put the situation right
so that all cultures understand how to protect the rights of the
child. World leaders must work hard to decrease child labor,
and they must start by taking this problem seriously. By Daichi
Yamamoto
Issue #2: Educating Children as a Means to Escape from
Poverty
About the Problem, from the Delegates of Viet Nam
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Nowadays, there are still nearly 377 million children who are
not able to go to school. Viet Nam strongly believes educat-
ing children is the key to ending the global problem of poverty.
Can you imagine that even though we are live in the same
world, impoverished children live in such different conditions?
Children in developed countries are able to go to school but in
many developing countries, some traditional beliefs cause par-
ents to keep their children, especially their daughters, at home.
Many of them focus on boys’ education much more than girls.
We think this is an issue that everyone should think about once
more. By Rika Konishi
About the Solution
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Very simply, education gives knowledge and is a way to
escape from poverty. We need to establish a global society in
which all children get an equal education. In the world, there
are many children who cannot get an education because of
poverty, traditional views about girls, a belief that school is ir-
relevant and many, many other reasons. Many more children
could get an education if we built more schools and offered
free education. After they get knowledge, they can use that
knowledge in their life, whether it is to help them farm more
efficiently or to get an office job. The solution involves money
and an awful lot of it. We are aware that the process of solving
this issue will be slow but if we develop global education, we
can develop a healthier global economy too. It will need the co-
operation of people everywhere. By Marika Fujisaki and Yoko
Fukai
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ois (Graduation 2012

We would like to thank everyone for sharing the commencement ceremonies with our senior class. Besides immediate
family and current faculty also attending on the evening were former members of the class, SIS graduates, extended fam-
ily members, and family that had travelled from overseas. Thank you to all for making such significant journeys.

This ceremony has 2 main purposes. It is a celebration for these accomplished young men and women. It is also, impor-
tantly, a recognition of the many people, family, teachers and friends, who supported them to that point in their lives. Con-
gratulations to all.

2012 SENIOR GRADUATION
Friday 15 June
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B 35EE &L Grade Reports

@O0IS Grade 4

JOINT LITERACY PROJECT
Lora Vimont
OIS G4 teacher

Thinking. Storyboarding. Acting it out.

On Thursday, September 27th, Mr. Avery’s High School
Children’s Literature Class came in to collaborate with Mrs.
Vimont’s Grade 4 class for the 2nd time this year. For this
session, the SOIS students prepared a creative storyboarding
activity for The Wretched Stone, a children’s book written by
children’s author Chris Van Allsburg that 4th graders have been
studying in class.

For this activity, the students worked together to sketch out
their ideas of significant scenes from the book using a story-
board organizer. Then they quickly thought of ways to cre-
atively act out these scenes through freeze-frame mini-dramas
that they then performed to an audience of their peers and
teachers.

This activity was very effective in helping all students bet-
ter understand the characters in the story as the drama required
them to show their feelings and actions in each scene “without
words.” Two more collaborative sessions are planned which
involve the creation of children’s books that will be written by
Mr. Avery’s students and peer reviewed by Grade 4 students.
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@SIS Grade 9 %34 E
Claire Udy
SISG9 homeroom teacher, English
As the weather cools
down around us we
look forward to the
events of fall trimes-
ter. A theme for this
trimester in grade 9
is COOPERATION.
This trimester grade
nine students will be
participating in two major events that will require them to unite

and work together to ensure both their success and their full en-
joyment. Cooperation is always an integral part of school life
but none so more than this trimester.

This year’s sports day was the first time for us to compete as
an entire grade. The students really worked hard to ensure that
their debut grade dance performance left a lasting impression.
Thanks very much to Nana and Masora and their team of busy
helpers for organizing such a large group of students effec-
tively. The dance was full of energy and creativity. Students
also practiced and prepared well for both individual and team
activities. It was tough to compete against the higher grades,
being the minnows of the high school competition, but our big
hearts and determination to do our best kept us going right to
the end. I am really pleased with grade nine’s unity, spirit and
enthusiasm during the day, well done!

Our next event is the eagerly anticipated grade trip. This
year the grade decided to go to Mie prefecture. We will be go-
ing by bus from school to Toba city and will spend the first day
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going around Ise Shrine, a place of great historical and cultural
significance. The students have been put into groups and given
the responsibility of planning their own schedule and activi-
ties. The students are encouraged to explore the area to gain
a better understanding of what makes Ise Shrine so special.
Students will also have the opportunity to do a little shopping
and sightseeing in and around Oharai Machi and the Toba
aquarium. The following day we will be setting our sights on
the exciting amusement park Nagashima Spa Land. One of the
rides, the Steel Dragon, is one of the worlds tallest and fastest.
It is especially well known for its four action-packed minutes
of g-forces, drops, and fear. As it still holds the world record
as the longest thrill ride, the students will have an exhilarating
time on this ride and they might even be able to persuade the
teachers to have a go as well! I am looking forward to an enjoy-
able, safe and memorable school trip.

@SIS Grade 10 BB 14E4E
Stephen Frater
SISG10 homeroom teacher, English

Grade 10 welcomed
two new students to
the school this trimes-
ter, Ibuki Kashiwagi
in G10_2, and Haruka
Ozone in G10_4. They
are very welcome ad-
ditions to the grade,
and our thanks go to
the other students for
helping them to settle in so quickly.

On returning to school after the summer break, the students
had to quickly start getting ready for Sports Day. They organ-
ised themselves into several committees with the OIS G10
students, and cooperated well to prepare a music/dance perfor-
mance, a poster, T-shirts and teams for the events. The students
seem to have learnt from their experiences in Grade 9 last year,
and showed more initiative and awareness of what needed to
be done, which is what we hope to see from students in high
school. As a result G10 had a successful and very enjoyable
Sports Day on October 13, performing a great dance routine,
competing well in all the events, and recording some outstand-
ing wins in the tug-of-war against teams from Grade 12 and
Grade 11.

Our next goal is for Grade 10 students to begin thinking
about university choices and career options. High school grad-
uation may seem a long way in the future, however the students
will shortly make course selection choices for the winter tri-
mester, and in just over 3 months they will be selecting courses
for their Grade 11 spring trimester. Students will therefore
undertake some introductory research on a range of jobs over
the next few months, in order to gain a better understanding of
the benefits, skills, requirements and rewards of different ca-
reer paths. We look forward to seeing and hearing the results of
their research in the new year, when they can think about which
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courses they want to take, and which courses they should take,
during the last two years of high school.
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@SIS Grade 12 45 H34EAE
Making Memories
Frances Namba
SISG12 homeroom teacher, English

There’s such a lot going on in the grade 12 students’ lives at
the moment. Graduation seems to be just around the corner but
there is so much to do before we get there. Many students’ lives
are revolving around application forms, recommendations and
exam or interview preparations. Planning the next big step in
life, while exciting, can also be a stressful and tiring time and
we homeroom teachers would like you to know that we are
here to help and support you in any way possible. Please be
sure to keep a well-balanced, healthy lifestyle with plenty of
sleep and relaxation periods in between the studying.

Other students have already secured their university place

Grade 12 parents: Always supporting us!

The moment of victory!

and can relax a little. However, our message to you is to make
the most of the next few months. Don’t just sit back and take it
easy, but get the most out of your remaining time at SIS; take as
many courses as you can, get involved with clubs and activities
and give back to the school community. Make your last months
at SIS a time that you can look back on fondly and create mem-
ories that will remain with you for the rest of your life!

In the midst of all this, we also had the final Sports Day to
prepare for. What a wonderful day it was with all students
working together to make this another day to remember.
Thanks, too, to the parents who turned out in their yellow
t-shirts and pom-poms to support us! With such support and
determination it was no surprise that we achieved a resound-
ing victory with a total score of 220 points. Not only did we
excel in the sports activities, but we also won the Colour Spirit
award, the Best Poster award and the Best Performance award!
It was the last chance to enjoy an all-school event with the OIS
12th graders and the students in the lower grades and everyone
definitely made the most ofit!

Now that Sports Day is over, we will start to focus on the
graduation ceremony and party. We teachers are looking for-
ward to working closely with students and parents and to mak-
ing this a fitting celebration of your years and achievements
at SIS. You all have a lot to be proud of and a lot to be thankful
for. The next few months will be a time to reflect on this and to
make sure you finish your time with us on a high note. Good
luck to you all!
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FERR LRI 140 B

Rodney Ray
English

The following students have
recently reported their results on
the Society for Testing English
Proficiency's (STEP) Test in Prac-
tical English Proficiency (Eiken).
We had a lot of students passing
the test at different levels this time,
particularly a large group at P1
level. Special congratulations to
SIS Grll Haruka Goi, who passed
the Level 1 examination!

Good job everybody! Remem-

ber, if you take the Eiken, be sure to report your results to

Tihara-san in the Business Office.

SIS/OIS Grade Name Level

SIS 11 Goi, Haruka 1% (Grade 1)

SIS 11 Munemasa, Hiroki % 15#% (Grade P1)
SIS 12 Matsuyama, Shino #E15%% (Grade P1)
SIS 12 Hatanaka, Mari #E1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 12 Matsui, Tadataro #1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 12 Ueda, Minami #£1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 08  Hirano, Kazuya 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 09 Sasaki, Shota 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Yamamoto, Daichi 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Takasu, Maiko 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Hirosawa, Saki 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Kanemoto, Seijun 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Matsushita, Natsuko  2if% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Miyaji, Risako 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 lkeda, Mana Caterina  2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 Tsujita, Masako 2#% (Grade 2)
OIS 04 Bobrove, Malka 2% (Grade 2)
oIS 05  Holden, Zoe 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 09 Hirano, Natsu HE2#% (Grade P2)
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