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Global Futures and home stays

John Searle
OIS Head

February is an important month in the school calendar with
many big school events on top of a full academic program. Two
weeks ago I spent the day at school watching the AISA boys’
basketball tournament. As the culmination of a great tourna-
ment, it was a tremendously exciting day with a number of
games only being decided on the final shot.

Congratulations to the boys’ and girls’ teams who won their
respective tournaments at home and in Yokohama.

The campus was abuzz with activity that day. In addition to
the AISA basketball tournament, the middle school boys’ soc-
cer team played home games, the cast of Oklahoma were work-
ing through their dress rehearsals and Saturday School were
hosting a parents’ day. The amount of activity and involvement
of our students prompted many visitors to comment on the
campus atmosphere.

We welcome the AISA tournaments for two main reasons:
they not only provide exciting sports’ opportunities but also
help realize our goal to create opportunities to develop students
who ‘contribute to a global community’. As many, includ-
ing organizations such as Oxfam (2006), have recognized,
developing global citizenship should permeate all activities
in a school, not just appear as a topic of a class discussion. In
setting up AISA we saw it as an opportunity for the students
of the member schools to meet and work alongside students
from other countries and cultures and create new bonds and
understandings in authentic situations. On the AISA weekend
we hosted students from Korea, Myanmar, Yokohama Interna-
tional School and Canadian Academy. This group of students
represented a total of 13 countries. I believe all participants left
with new friendships and cultural exchanges that can only be
experienced through such international activities. Shortly after
this event a small group travelled to Myanmar for a leadership
summit and mathematics competition. Such exchanges will
continue to develop our school’s sense of global citizenship
and interconnectedness which ‘is motivated by the desire for
greater commitment to universal human rights (and) can be
perceived as inclusive, caring and responsive’. (Davy 2011).
There are many aspects to a successful AISA event. Apart from
the actual competition or activity, the home stays play such an
important part of the events and I hope that the families that
were able to take a visiting athlete also got something positive
from the experience.

With this in mind I want to highlight the beginning of the
Global Futures Program in OIS from next August: a program
that some of our families may be interested in becoming in-
volved in as home stay families. The aim of the Global Futures
Program is to invite high school students from around the world
to study with us for a year or more. The provision of this new
program is based on the understanding that the education we

provide at OIS, in relation with our
sister school SIS, cannot be replicated
anywhere else. The program will make
positions within the school available to
students from overseas to join us for a
trimester, an academic year or in prepa-
ration for university.

We anticipate that offering this pro-
gram will strengthen our aim to offer

an education and school that is centered

around a global community in the following ways: the provi-
sion of an international education to students who may not oth-
erwise have the opportunity to benefit from one; to strengthen
our own delivery of the school’s mission statement; to further
increase the diversity among the student population; to contrib-
ute to the two schools forum; to increase the number of native
English speakers in the student population to positively alter
the dynamics in our relationship with SIS; and to provide fami-
lies with the opportunity of home staying a foreign student.

Much like the AISA home stays; the importance of home stay
opportunities for students in the Global Futures Program can-
not be underestimated. Possibly some of our own parents have
benefitted from home stays when they were students and learn-
ing a language and therefore will understand the possibilities?
While some students may prefer to live in the dormitory, others
will prefer the idea of living and interacting with a family to
further enrich their overseas experience. I would like to ask all
families to consider the opportunity of home staying a foreign
student. We will hold an explanatory meeting after the Spring
break to discuss what this will mean as a commitment. Please
feel free to drop by at my office or schedule a meeting with me
earlier by contacting Ms Aotani if you are coming to school.

As an invaluable component of the Global Futures Program’s
student experience, home stays will provide opportunities for
foreign students to both interact with families from our school
community and further our community’s sense of global citi-
zenship.

Oxfam. 2006, Education for Global Citizenship http://www.
oxfam.org.uk/education/gc/files/education_for global citizen
ship_a guide for schools.pdf.

Davy I, 2011, Learners without Borders, IBO,

Two Schools Together
Senri International School (SIS)
Osaka International School (OIS)
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Two Schools Together ATS A Basket Ball

AISA basketball tournaments 2013
Peter Heimer
Coach

Both the Sabers boys and girls basketball teams were
crowned champions in their respective AISA tournaments, Feb-
ruary 1-2,2013.

The boys played at home in the Sabers gym and overpowered
all opponents, winning all four of their games by an average of
30 points. The Sabers overwhelmed Korea International School
in the finals 59-35. All-tournament team members were Yujin
Yamamoto, Kai Stewart, and Toru Hirata. Peter Heimer and
Michael Routh coached the team.

Added to the boys and girls volleyball championships in Oc-
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tober, the Sabers have now won four AISA championships in a
row.

Congratulations, players and coaches, on a successful sea-
son.
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AISA Girls Basketball
Sammy Adams
Coach

Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant first coined the phrase “Offense
wins games but defense wins championships” many years ago.
This weekend the girls of SOIS proved this statement to be
correct. By consistently playing great defense throughout the
AISA tournament the girls completed the two day tournament
with five wins and zero loses and an AISA Championship. Dur-
ing the final game the Saber girls held the high scoring offense
of Korea International School (KIS) to season low 13 points to
win the game 20 — 13. The great defensive effort was led by the
All Tournament play of Mami Takahara, Kana Shishikura, Al-
estria Phillips, and Hiroko Wanibuchi. Hanna Lowe also con-
tributed to the effort by her consistent rebounding during the

tournament. Overall the team defeated KIS and Seoul Interna-
tional two times and Yokohama International School one time.
The girls were coached by Mr. Sammy Adams and Ms. Angela
McCray.

WJAA and AISA

SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activi-
ties Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:

* Canadian Academy (Rokko Island, Kobe)

» EJ King High School (Sasebo)

* Fukuoka International School

* Hiroshima International School

* International Christian Academy Nagoya

* Kyoto International University Academy

 Marist Brothers International School (Suma, Kobe)

* MC Perry High School (Iwakuni)

» Nagoya International School

» Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin

* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School

« Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School

* Yokohama International School

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together

AISA Leadership and Math Mania in Myanmar
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Swimming Meet in Tokyo

Caroline Rennie
Coach

A team of 19 MS/HS swimmers travelled to Tokyo for
the ASIJ Mustang invitational meet on February 1-2.

This was the second time the HS swimmers had entered
this competition and the first ever swim meet for the MS
Sabers Swim Team. There were 10 other schools in the
competition so it was a very competitive meet. The hos-
pitality of the ASIJ Mustangs was amazing and our swim-
mers were able to develop some excellent friendships. All
swimmers broke at least one of their personal best times. 18
of our swimmers were placed, including two first places;
Naomi Iwazawa in the 100m breaststroke and our HS Boys
200m freestyle relay team — Kai Burman, Shota Sasaki,
Neal Okuno and Seiichiro Ohno.

Our HS captains Naomi Iwazawa and Kai Burman were
fantastic. Our middle school captains, Shimon Iwazawa and
Kaho Fujihira also represented the school well.

Team members were Naomi Iwazawa, Kana Tagawa, Lara

Taniguchi, Tomoe Soma, Marika Fujisaki, Kai Burman,
Neal Okuno, Shota Sasaki, Yusuke Suzuki, Seiichiro Ohno,
Shimon Iwazawa, Tatsuhiro Shiina, Daizen Suzuki, Luke
Taniyama, Chris Mitsuda, Yung Nakako, Kaho Fujihira,
Rachel Ninomiya and Karin Kase.

Thank you to Mrs Killmer for giving up her weekend to
be our chaperone.
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Two Schools Together

Hiroshi Baba, Tara Cheney
Triathlon/Running Coach
W10/21RATHRAELREAS

"Suita City Mayor's Cup Track & Field Meet" was held on
Sunday, October 21st at Suita-shi Sogo Undojo. In total 17
people participated and 8 people placed.
<Placed> Gr10-12 Boys 1500m 2nd & 5000m 1st & FIEFA
Masato Fukuda (SIS11), 1500m 3rd & 5000m 2nd =&
£ Yuki Miyake (SIS11), 5000m 3rd 3=, Tatsuya Goi
(SIS11), Grl10-1 Girls 1500m 1st & 3000m st JREIG FRELE
Marika Fujisaki (SIS11), U40 Male 1500m 1st & 5000m 1st
BTH 4% Syunya Maeda (Coach, KG), 1500m 3rd SZIEAE
Hisashi Munemasa (Faculty), 40-49 Male Shotput 2nd /»{~—
b°—4— Peter Heimer (Faculty), 50-59 Male 3000m 1st 518
5t Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
W11/03 ICANBHFI/ARAU R —BH

ICAN Invitational Cross Country was held on November 3rd
in Nagakute-shi, Aichi-ken. In total 15 students participated in
5km XC and 4 students became winners.
ICAN=International Christian Academy Nagoya
<Winners> HS Boys: & H ¥ A Masato Fukuda (SIS11), HS
Girls: #EIF FREEZ Marika Fujisaki (SIS11), MS Boys: 7R 5
JEShion Fujimori (SIS7), MS Girls: [l 7% F 4 Kirara Oka-
zaki (SIS7)
W11/25 REGEERSNHLTIYY

Suita Bampaku Kokusai Marathon was held on Sunday, Nov.
25 at Bampaku Kinen Koen in Suita-shi. In total 8 people par-
ticipated and one student placed.
<Placed> 10km Female Gr.10-Age 39: 1st Bl FREEE Marika
Fujisaki (SIS11)

Many people placed in Running events

W12/23/1EI0RAU M —

The big event, Bampaku Cross Country was held on Sunday,
Dec. 23 at Bampaku Stadium and Bampaku Koen in Suita-shi.
The 13 people of SOIS participated.
<Good Place> 10km Male: 4th out of 387 RiiF4£% Syunya
Maeda (Coach, KG), 10km Female: 13th out of 149 fisFRER
7 Marika Fujisaki (SIS11)

W1/12 RATRISVY

Ibaraki Shimin Marathon was held on Sunday, Jan. 12 at
Bampaku Stadium and Bampaku Koen. A total of 9 people
from SOIS participated, and 4 people placed.
<Placed> 10km Gr.10-12 Male: 1st =& Yuki Miyake
(SIS11), 10km Age40-49 Female: 1st 7k %1+ Tomoko Yo-
nenaga (Parent), 6th Fx=— #7 Tara Cheney (Faculty), 10km
Age50-59 Male: 1st [ %1% 52 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

W2/ 10EE AT RILEYSYY

Minoh-Shimmachi Myoken- Sanroku Marathon was held on
February 10 at Minoh-Shimmachi. A total of 16 people from
SOIS participated, and 1 student placed.
<Placed> 5km Female: 4th BEIF#REEE Marika Fujisaki
(SIS11)

W2/ HEEHRISVY

Settsu Shimin Marathon was held on Sunday, Feb. 17 at
Yodogawa Kasenjiki Koen. A total of 10 people from SOIS par-
ticipated, and 4 people placed.
<Placed> 10km Female: Ist IR HEEA Marika Fujisaki
(SIS11), 5km Gr.10-12 Boys: 3rd #/EEH Yuki Yoshigata
(SIS11), 3km Gr.6 Girls: 5th # H -t Natsumi Takeda (Satur-
day School 6), Skm Age 40 and up: 6th & #51# 51 Hiroshi Baba
(Faculty)
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(Team Science)

11-1-12 Morikawa, Yoshiki
11-1-17 Takeuchi, Kazuma
11-2-12 Okamoto, Aya
11-3-13 Sakaue, Hide
11-4-12 Nitta, Reika
11-4-20 Yoshigata, Yuki
10-1-12 Nakajima, Akane
09-2-14 Masaki, Ayaka
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Nayuta trip
William Menezes
OIS Grade 8

From the evening of 11th to
the morning of 12th January,
we went to the Nayuta tele-
scope, in Hyogo prefecture,
together with SIS, to observe
the Universe. After a two
hour bus ride, we arrived at
Nayuta in the dark where it
was freezing cold but there
was very little light pollution
around us.

After having a short lec-
ture and presentation about &
the stars and planets that are visible on this night, we went to

observe the Universe more carefully. We used a huge telescope
with a diameter of two metres. Luckily, because the sky was
so clear, we could see Jupiter and some of its moons, the Orion
constellation and its nebula either through the telescope or with
our naked eyes.

After the tour around the facilities telescopes we ate dinner
and did some activities arranged by the Science club, Team
Science. By this time it was very cold, because there were no
clouds to keep the earth warm, but we still enjoyed the time. I
had a good experience at the Nayuta observatory and it was im-
portant that the weather conditions were excellent.
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Two Schools Together Music Events

High School Holiday Concert at Maple Hall on Dec. 11.

L IS 10

All School Music Event
Joseph Scheivert
Music

On Wednesday, January 16, students from all the bands, choruses, and string groups met for an hour of fellowship and
music making. For the first time, beginner students were seated next to our soon-to-be graduating seniors. The integration
was no easy feat, with 75 singers in the music room, 99 string players in the theater, and 187 wind and percussion players in
the gym. After introducing themselves, each group performed some of their music from the December concerts, joined by
the members from the other grades. Then, they all read some pieces together. It was quite moving to see and hear all of the
students working together at once. The event was an excellent opportunity for all SOIS musicians, building relationships
and aspirations for the future. It took a lot of work and flexibility on the part of students, faculty, and staff to make this come
together, and the music department is very thankful for everyone's assistance. We hope it can be the first step towards stron-
ger bonds between the music groups within our school.

AISA Music

A total of 26 musicians from the Sabers Strings group, directed
by Mr. Villapando and accompanied by Ito-sensei, participated in a
‘collaboration concert' with St. Scholastic's College School of Music
in Manila, Philippines. Another 10 musicians from the SOIS Choir
group participated in the AISA Choir competition at Seoul Interna-
tional School, Korea, directed by Ms. Patterson and accompanied by
Osako-sensei.
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1 3554 Grade Reports

@OIS Grade 4

Learning How the World Works Through Hands—On Science
Lora Vimont

OIS Gr.4 teacher

Learning about chang-
es in the Earth’s struc-
ture and atmosphere
has never been so much
fun! With the help of
secondary science de-
partment teacher Mr.
Richard Fitzpatrick,
the grade 4 class has
been inquiring into
HOW THE WORLD WORKS through a series of demonstra-
tions, simulations and hands-on activities relating to our unit on
“Natural Disasters.” With the help of his engaging lessons, the
students have had the opportunity to explore the movements
of tectonic plates and learn about the nature of the rock cycle
by watching a volcanic simulation and using a rock testing kit.
Other activities have involved the understanding of atmospher-
ic properties like density, and the nature of cool and hot air by
experimenting with hot air balloons.

It is through these
types of experiential
learning opportuni-
ties that our students
are able to gain great-
er insight into the sci-
ence behind the way
things work and the
disasters which oc-

cur in our everyday

world.
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@SIS Grade 9 HHEEHI3FEAE
Course Selection

Mark Avery

SISG9 homeroom teacher, English

A unique aspect of this school’s high school program is
course selection and in February, the grade 9 students will be
fully engaged in the process for the first time. The school’s Aca-
demic Affairs (Kyoumu) Department works very hard to ensure
the best range of courses are available so students can engineer
an individual program that will enable them to reach their full
potential as human beings. They continually consult with fac-
ulty and strive to improve the amount of choices the students
have and ensure the whole school program facilitates the acqui-
sition of the broadest possible range of important knowledge
and skills.

The students who gain the most from being able to design
their own study program are those who fully understand its
purpose and seek to take the most advantage of it. They are the
students who know themselves and the direction they would
like their lives to go in. They aim to create a balanced program
that will further develop their strengths and address their weak-
nesses. They are self-aware and look for challenges. They start
the process early enough to ensure they have time to carefully
consider their choices. They read the small print in the course
handbook, consult with teachers, and speak to students who
have taken a particular course to get more information about it.
They listen to advice from teachers and friends but in the end,
they make independent decisions.

If you consider all that can be gained from this aspect of our
school’s program, you will understand why it is sad to see a stu-
dent rushing to finish her or his selections an hour before they
have to be submitted or, in the worst case scenario, copying the
selections of a friend. Perhaps that student doesn’t understand
the purpose of the course selection system, or perhaps that
student has not comprehended the five respects. In either case,
rushing through the process suggests “Respect for Self” and
“Respect for Learning” may not have made their way into that
student’s scheme of things. However, even if you fear that your
grade 9 son or daughter has not given careful enough consider-
ation to their course selection this time, you can help. Take time
to talk about the process and encourage your child. Help them
to identify their strengths and believe they will benefit from
facing new challenges. It is much easier and more fun to put
time into making decisions for ourselves when our self-esteem
is intact. It is our hope as educators that providing these unique
opportunities to students makes them more responsible, inde-
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pendent and spirited, and motivates them to strive to become
more invested in their own learning and ultimately, more “in-
formed, caring creative individuals contributing to the global
community.”

Mr. Tanaka, Ms. Udy and myself look forward to seeing you
on March 13th at graduation.
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Frances Namba
SISG12 homeroom teacher, English

Dear grade 12 students,

It has been a pleasure to spend the past four years with you as
one of your homeroom teachers; four years which have passed
almost in the blink of an eye, yet so much has happened, so
many memories have been made and so many changes have
taken place.

It’s hard to imagine SIS without you from April. Needless
to say that we, your teachers and juniors, will miss you but I
can see that the time is right for you to take the next step. You
have all achieved so much; haunted houses have been built
and demolished, snacks cooked and devoured, sports days and
tournaments have been fought and won, school trips planned
and enjoyed, tests have been studied for and passed... the list
goes on. This grade has done it all and it is now time to move on
to the next challenge with new friends, new teachers and new
environments.

It’s sad to see you go, but exciting to think of all the achieve-
ments you are about to make. You have all been an invaluable
part of SIS and it is great to see you head off to so many dif-
ferent parts of Japan and the world, taking the core values of
our school with you. Remember your time and what you have
learnt here. Keep the Five Respects uppermost in your mind
and strive to become even more informed, even more caring,
even more creative as you go out and make your contribution to



the global community.
Congratulations, good luck, and don’t forget to keep in
touch!
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FERR LRI 540 B

Rodney Ray
English

The following students have reported recent results on the
Society for Testing English Proficiency's (STEP) Test in Practi-
cal English Proficiency (Eiken). Once again, we had a lot of
students passing the test at Grade 1 and P1 levels.

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be
sure to report your results to Iihara-san in the Business Office.

School Gr StudentNameE Grade
SIS 12 Hirata, Toru 1#% (Grade 1)
SIS 12 Oka, Kenichiro 1% (Grade 1)
SIS 10 Barke, Leina 1#% (Grade 1)
OIS 10 Datta, Noemi Yamaguchi  1#% (Grade 1)
SIS 09 Teratsuji, Kaname 1#% (Grade 1)
SIS 11 Kimura, Ikumi #1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 8  Hashizaki, Emi #1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 11 Cho, Min Soo 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Kawano, Ryotaro 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Koike, Anna 2if% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Yano, Manami 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 09 Inoue, Nozomi #E2i% (Grade P2)
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