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A Library for the Future

John Searle
SIS Head

Parents will have recently received a letter from Mr Masago
and me outlining the next major campus capital campaign.
With our first directed capital campaign three years ago, which
was a resounding success, we were able to redevelop the
Courtyard and we have been enjoying the results of this ever
since by using the space for many different events. Our second
campaign is focused on the development of the library, one of
the key shared facilities on campus. Without fail, visitors to the
school single out the library as one of the most impressive fea-
tures of the design of the building. The architect’s idea in locat-
ing the library in the genkan was to emphasize its importance as
the center of learning for both schools.

The role of the school library has developed enormously
since the school was built 25 years ago. In talking with Ms
Singh about how to describe this changing role she character-
ized it as shifting from a ‘market place’, where you take things
from, to a ‘kitchen” where you create things. I think this is a
marvelous metaphor when thinking about the role of a 21st
century library. There will always be an important place for
printed literature, but the library will also become a place for
creation, both in paper and digital form. The ability to create
will be connected to the development of technology that allows
us to do so many things that only a few years ago would have
been confined to a professional studio. We can therefore expect
to see students creating podcasts, broadcasting, researching for
aunit of inquiry or paper, making a documentary, or publishing
as well as being able to enjoy a great book or magazine. As with
the Courtyard it will be a flexibly used space that will allow stu-
dents to collaborate on a project as a team, work with a single
partner or read alone on an individual basis. All of the changes
will be aimed at developing the best environment for learning.

The library campaign is about continuity and honors SOIS’
influence on the lives of nearly 2,000 students, alumni and
alumni families and the schools’ contribution to society in edu-
cating caring, informed individuals who contribute to a global
society. Additionally, this campaign is about potential. SOIS
values inquiry learning, creative problem solving, collabora-
tive and experiential education. Our goal is not to maintain our
record but to strengthen it by providing a school facility worthy
of our students, families, faculty, staff and our academic pro-
gram.

I hope that you consider this as a project that is worthy of
your support for the transformative effect on the work our stu-
dents can do.

&
New horizons

Recently Mr Mecklem and I attended a job fair to meet teach-
ers who have expressed an interest in joining SOIS. The selec-
tion of new teachers and subsequent retention and development

of the team is
possibly my
most impor-
tant responsi-
bility as head
of school. It
is much like
building a suc-
cessful sports

team (I am
a former PE
teacher, after
all) as we look
for people who
have a variety of skills and backgrounds to offer the students
the winning overall learning environment. Like any sports
team, we look for people who are unique and exceptional as
individuals, but who can also work as a team with fellow teach-
ers, students and parents to create an inspiring and supportive
school environment.

Not all teachers, however, are hired through recruitment
fairs. One member of the teaching team who joined us this
week is Mr Joe Connolly, who is taking over in the library as a
maternity replacement for Ms Singh until June. Mr Connolly
is no stranger to OIS as he taught in the elementary school here
from 1991 to 1994 before returning to Ireland to continue his
teaching career. In addition to a classroom teacher, he has also
been an elementary principal and worked in a number of learn-
ing support roles, bringing a wealth of experience to this posi-
tion. Mr Connolly will be with us until June and I hope you will
get a chance to meet him at some point in the near future.

The recruitment of new teachers inevitably signifies that
some teachers are planning to move next year. Despite my
hope that they might reconsider we will be saying goodbye to
Ms Rennie and Mr Evans who will be moving to Korea, Mr
Meadows who will return to Australia and Mr Walker who will
be moving to China. Our opportunity to say goodbye will come
later this year. However, I would like to acknowledge here the
wonderful contribution they have all made to the lives of SOIS
students, their great collegiality and their involvement in the
continued development of the school at so many levels.

L B

Two Schools Together
Senri International School (SIS)
Osaka International School (OIS)
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Kindergarten students bravely fought against a bad
demon for SETSUBUN (FiZ).

The scary demon was sweet Mr Searle!
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Two Schools Together

AISA Girls Basketball

at Korea International School

Sabers “Magnificent Seven”
place 3rd at AISA girls basketball
tournament

Peter Heimer

Activities Director

The SOIS Sabers high school
girls varsity basketball team fin-
ished in 3rd place in the Associa-
tion of International Schools in
Asia (AISA) tournament held
January 24-25, 2014, at Korea In-
ternational School (KIS) in Seoul.
The Sabers won both games on the
first day of the tournament, putting
them in the semifinals on day two.
The Sabers lost to a talented Yoko-
hama International School team,
thus putting SOIS in the consola-
tion game, where the Sabers hand-
ily defeated Seoul International
School.

The Sabers played the tournament shorthanded,
with only seven players, and were missing star
power forward Rina Dybovskaya. This certainly
limited the team's chances, but the remaining SOIS
"Magnificent Seven" showed typical Sabers fight-
ing spirit to capture 3rd place.

Senior veterans Hiroko Wanibuchi and Kana
Asai were named to the AISA all-tournament team.

Congratulations to the Sabers girls basketball
team on a fine tournament and season. Special
thanks to head coach Munetaka Sagara and assis-
tant coach Takako Hirai, both first-year high school
basketball coaches, for leading the team so well
throughout the season.

January 24-25, 2014
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Two Schools Together
AISA Boys Basketball

at Seoul International School

Sabers boys finish unlucky
4th at AISA basketball
tournament
Peter Heimer
Activities Director, Coach

After finishing the first day
of the 2014 AISA boys bas-
ketball tournament at Seoul
International School (SIS) with
one win and one loss, the SOIS
Sabers faced an uphill battle of
three games on day two. In the
first game, the Sabers rested
their starters en route to a com-
fortable victory over Kent Ko-
rea International School. This
win set up a semifinal encoun-
ter with the heavy tournament
favorites, the host SIS Tigers. After falling behind by 10 points
at the end of the third quarter, the Sabers battled back to within
1 point in the final minute, only to fall short at the end, losing
47-42. Considering that SIS went on to win the championship
game by over 30 points, this close semifinal game was consid-
ered by many to be the highlight game of the tournament. The
Tigers coaches commented that their team, undefeated on the
season (and only one loss last year), had not been challenged
this closely all year.

In the consolation game, the Sabers ran out of steam and fell
short to the Korea International School Phoenix, thus finishing
in 4th place.

January 24-25, 2014

Senior captains Kai Stewart and Shaw Iyama were named to
the AISA all-tournament team.

Congratulations to the Sabers boys basketball team on a
fine tournament and season. Special thanks to Coach Michael
Routh for leading the team in his first year as Sabers head
coach.

WJAA and AISA

SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activities
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:

* Canadian Academy (Rokko Island, Kobe)

* EJ King High School (Sasebo)

* Fukuoka International School

* Hiroshima International School

* International Christian Academy Nagoya

* Kyoto International University Academy

* Marist Brothers International School (Suma, Kobe)

* MC Perry High School (Iwakuni)

* Nagoya International School

» Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin

* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School

* Yokohama International School

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.




INTERCULTURE WINTER 2013-14 No.139

Two Schools Together

AISA Math Mania and Leadership

at Yokohama International School

AISA math mania and leadership
Peter Heimer
Activities Director

January 23-26, eight SOIS stu-
dents traveled to Yokohama Inter-
national School to participate in
two AISA events: a math mania
competition and a student lead-
ership conference. Four Sabers
“mathletes” — Ryoko Izuta, Ryotaro
Kabai, Natsuho Oura, and Jim Jiang
— competed against math students
from the other three AISA schools
and finished in third place. Also,
four SOIS student council members
— Rion Mukaiyama, Eugenie Shin,
Kaori Momoki, and Arisa Mizuno
— took part in a collaborative confer-
ence in which they shared common
student leadership experiences with

January 24-25, 2014

o sy ansonynan
NI -

their AISA counterparts. These were

great events for our students. Special

thanks to the teachers who prepared the students — Mr. Bert-
man, Mr. Dupont, Baba-sensei, and Munemasa-sensei — and to
Mr. Dupont and Nakao-sensei for chaperoning.

&
AISA math mania, leadership report
Briag Dupont
OIS Science

January 23-26, four SOIS student leaders and four math
whizzes traveled to Yokohama International School where they
participated in the AISA leadership and math mania events with
Mr. Dupont and Nakao-sensei as chaperones.

In the math mania events the students competed against
teams from the other AISA schools (Korea International
School, Seoul International School, Yokohama International
School) in a series of individual and team challenges. One
highlight was a challenge that required students to go to a
nearby park and measure the capacity of objects, the height of
stairs, the area of tiles, etc. The students worked well as a group
and were able to complement each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses. In the end the SOIS math team finished third.

The AISA leadership event was non-competitive and the
students had an opportunity to engage with some theories and
concepts of leadership. The students first analyzed their own
personalities in order to find what type of leadership would suit

Student Leaders and Math Whizzes

them. They also prepared activities and presentations around
themes of their choice. The event included a visit to the US
State Department Japanese Language Learning Center in Yo-
kohama where the students talked with the director and learned
more about leadership in a cross-cultural environment.

Team Challenge in the Math Mania
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Two Schools Together

AISA Choir Festival

at Senr1 & Osaka International Schools of KG November 9, 2013

Peter Heimer
Activities Director

The 2013 AISA choir
festival, under the direc-
tion of Mr. Jack Brown
from Korea International
School, wrapped up two
days of rehearsals, cul-
minating in an absolutely
wonderful festival concert
on Saturday, November 9,
in the SOIS theater.

The AISA festival con-
cert was the culmination
of two short, fast, furious
“festival” days of rehearsal
and musical collaboration.
It featured musicians from

the four AISA founding member schools — Korea International
School, Senri & Osaka International Schools, Seoul Interna-
tional School, and Yokohama International School. In addition,
twelve singers from the Kwansei Gakuin High School Glee

Club joined the festival.

It was wonderful to have students from all five schools to-
gether, from Japan and Korea, from international schools and a
local Japanese school, working collaboratively to promote cul-
tural exchange and to create better music. The festival, and the
culminating concert, represented all that is good about AISA.

Rodney Ray
Head Coach, SIS English

in October!

Boys’ MS Basketball Team Repeats as WJIAA Champions

The Sabers Middle School Boys’ Basketball team
were very strong again this year. In the final tourna-
ment at Marist, the A Team won most of our games by
the mercy rule, meaning we were more than 30 points
ahead. Even our bench players contributed quality
minutes, right down to the 11th man, and our starting
lineup was truly formidable. Shion Fujimori, Sola Lu-

tringer, and Hironao Matsuyama all played great de-
fense and scored at critical moments in the final game.
Our point guard, Mark Yamamoto, showed great poise and control, and handled some really tough defensive assignments
against Sons of the Light in the final. Our MVP, and the MVP of the whole tournament really, was Tommy Ban, who was
simply a monster on the court. He personally out-rebounded every team we played, he was unstoppable with the ball, he
got a ton of steals, and he had a smile on his face the whole time. Please congratulate them all on a stellar performance this
season. I would also like to thank my Assistant Coach, Toshifumi Mitsuhashi, for his support and cheerfulness again this
year. Great job, everybody! To the 8th-graders: best of luck in JV next year; to the 6th and 7th graders: see you in the gym
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Two Schools Together

Many People Participate in City Marathons

Hiroshi Baba
Triathlon Coach, SIS math
nl124 EBHR<SY>

Amagasaki Shimin Marathon was held at
Mukogawa river-bank. In total 24 people partici-
pated and 3 people placed.
<Placed>
3km Female: 3rd place 73542 Miki Fujito
(SIS7), 10km Female: 2nd place JEIRFRFLZA
Marika Fujisaki (SIS12), 10km Male: 1st place
17 FH 441, Syunya Maeda (KGOB, Coach)
<Top finishers at each category in SOIS>
5km Gr.7-9 Boys 5318 A Yuto Baba (OISS),
5km Gr.10-12 Boys <378 % Kaname Teratsuji
(SIS10), 5km Gr.10-12 Girls 7AhY'— ¥ Maya
Ramsey (OIS11), 10km Gr.10-12 Boys =514 Yuki Miyake
(S1S12)
/19 RAHRYIVY

Ibaraki Shimin Marathon was held at Banpaku Stadium. In
total 18 people participated and 2 people placed.
<Placed>
10km Gr.10- Age 39 Female: 1st place FBRIFFRPEZ Marika
Fujisaki (SIS12), 5km Agel8-39 Male: 3rd place FIEAE
Hisashi Munemasa (Faculty)
<Top finishers at each category in SOIS>
3km Gr.7-9 Girls j#7 34 Miki Fujito (SIS7), S5km Gr.7-9
Boys %7k 5% & Shion Fujimori (SIS8), Skm Gr.10-12 Gitls 5

A ELE5R% Shori Hasebe (SIS11), Skm Gr.10-12 Boys 77 N~7
VI Gerardo Takeuchi (SIS10), 10km Gr.10-12 Boys = &4
Yuki Miyake (SIS12)
w2/ EEHRYIVY

Settsu Shimin Marathon was held at Yodogawa river-bank. In
total 18 people finished and 5 people placed.
<Placed>
5km Gr10-12 Boys 1st place =%k Yuki Miyake (SIS12),
5km Gr10-12 Girls 5th place 7AY'— v¥ Maya Ramsey
(OIS11), Skm Gr8-9 Boys 4th j##4 & Shihon Fujimori
(SIS8), 3km Gr7 Girls 5th place H[L1©p7)> Yuka Nakayama
(SIS7), 3km Gr7 Boys Sthplace 4PN %% Ken Taniuchi (SIS7)

Eiken Report Fall 2013

Rodney Ray
English

The following students have reported recent results on
the Society for Testing English Proficiency's (STEP) Test
in Practical English Proficiency (Eiken). Special congratu-
lations to Saki Kuruma and Keigo Mikawa, who passed the
highest level of the test, and to OIS 6th grader Mina Allen,
who passed the Pre-1 level.

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken,
be sure to report your results to lihara-san in the Business
Office.

School Grade Student Name Level

SIS 09  Kuruma, Saki 1#% (Grade 1)
SIS 09  Mikawa, Keigo 1#% (Grade 1)
OIS 06  Allen, Mina #EL#% (Grade P1)
SIS 10 Izumikawa, Minami ¥ 1% (Grade P1)

SIS 08  Murakami-Smith, May %E 18 (Grade P1)
SIS 11 Sakurai, Yuka 1k (Grade P1)
SIS 08  Yamazaki, Nanako ¥E1#k (Grade P1)
SIS 09  Okada, Konami 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 10  Ryujin, Reina 2% (Grade 2)

10
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Two Schools Together

SOIS Cross Country Skiing Camp

in Uwano Highland

Richard Fitzpatrick
OIS Science

At 8:00 am on the Saturday morning of a long weekend the
majority of SOIS students would have been relaxing or even
still in bed. However, 40 intrepid souls had braved the adverse
weather conditions so they could head to Hyogo prefecture and
try their hand at cross country skiing. At first, the snow, of all
things, threatened to spoil the ski camp as it forced the closure
of the highway. Although this meant a longer bus ride, the spir-
its of the students were not dampened. They arrived at the pic-
turesque, snow covered centre in a jovial mood and after they'd
had a quick feed and flung a few snow balls they were straight
into the skiing.

The discipline of cross country skiing was unfamiliar to
most, but none were daunted by it and after the ski centre's in-
structors had taught a few of the basic techniques everyone was
sliding away happily, with everyone eventually graduating to
the sloped area where they would either pick up some speed or
tumble impressively.

On the Saturday evening, once all the equipment had been
put away and any aches had been rested, the students headed to
the cafeteria for food (some for many bowls of rice more than
others) followed by an evening of games which had been or-
ganised by the 11th graders.

The following day and the snow was still falling heavily,
leading to perfect conditions for skiing and gentle conditions
for the occasional fall. Skiing the slope was the order of the
morning allowing the students to fine tune their skills and test
their nerves, which was then followed by a race for those who
still had the energy.

February 8-9, 2014
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Cross Country Skiing Competition Results

<Placed>

Boys: 1st 4 5 & Shion Fujimori (SIS8), 2nd 77 NA7VE Ger-
ald Takeuchi (SIS10), 3rd /b 7°7/} > Brandon Bunt (OIS8)
Girls: 1st e =4 Mifuyu Arai (SIS7), 2nd #2251 Kyoko
Sakurai (SIS7), 3rd *F-# 3%32 Natsu Hirano (SIS10)

Adults: 1st 74yY/"My7 YFv—b Richard Fitzpatrick (Faculty)

1
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Two Schools Together
"Nayuta" Grade 8 Trip

Paul Stone
OIS Science

At 3.30pm, Friday 24 January two coaches full of SIS and
OIS students set off to the Nishi-Harima Astronomical Obser-
vatory. The sun had set when we arrived and the snow from
earlier in the week had not yet melted.

An evening lecture told us what the telescope could show us,
the planets, the solar system, and the galaxies moving outwards
in an expanding universe. It was a clear night and the sky was
resplendent, even dazzling, with the Milky Way, far off galax-
ies and familiar planets. Jupiter was up there right next to the
Orion constellation.

We all had a look through the giant telescope at the Orion
Nebula and Jupiter before it was time to walk down the hill
through the now icy air back to the dormitories. The sky began
to cloud over but we had already seen far more stars than we
ever could back in Osaka.

Next day, after breakfast and tidying up, we set out for the
Akashi Astronomical Museum. The view of the Akashi-Kaikyo
bridge was impressive from this high up. This museum had
some interesting displays about the universe, as well as some
clever sundials.

Clear roads for the journey back to Onohara-Nishi enabled us
to arrive back at the school an hour earlier than was planned.

<
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20144F1 H 24 B &M H . SOISO8F-A . #1CTeam Science®
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{ToTEELI,
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ETELASTZTLIIN? 2 2
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BEFRE, 122 OE/EPNTKIEOLTT /T8 T40LEY, &
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EFTNELZ, o< OEBOKINEF 12D LMD
ROT T ImDICH
TSR SCRF AR
~F0IE, SIS
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7S AhdHo>THIZ
DERILATH A

12

January 24-25, 2014

LB BEL TR TR HPATRBEELDTZTLEINN? 2 2

FHLIIHKIDT BT T NIREPIFE R, WIZEHIEILE
B2 BV TRD T2 | SOISTAEAD B e S A KAEL ZIE
HEOHLT NV,

TIEEBIRPTEEENDIE T DaANTT,
Gr8-1-9 Komiyama, Mana

KBIFZYDOFETULIZN, Y FIIFATETHFLAIT4ENR
Rz FEUIz, BofeXob b L RN RKEL, STTHEOMOARE
HETHIRNTWT, B O H OHLETHEEIL XL !
Gr8-1-10 Miyazaki, Mana

AED7RDT T B TIEHLER> TN ATZBIZE]2HEST
HEWRRLLETHEERMKRE T LN TEELL, ZED
AUN—L T BN EI T NELT, THRAEDESAILFRE
DIRPT=DRH AT TR Z DT T
Gr8-1-12 Nakajima, Shiori

T HIZKEADRRAENSTHORES |LE-THHX T, 0
DORHoTEBNET, LML IRIEHEHI—T 47 %L, X4
FACHE A ELIZA8, 100 N E R T DD HEL 72T,
DNHIUT, VR VELTEREZBREEZODIZNEENET,
Gr8-1-16 Sato, Jin

7T B3 e Bl B T 72ip RT3 T
FE BEOLETELIORFFLLN-T-TT,
Gr8-1-20 Takashima, Kana

72T TRIZEBIZETHHMRE T, BERELTEST OLETHHEL
Mol TH, MEE D ARFERAEDBAIANIEHZ THHoT-F 72
ELETHRITEHEL | EFEELEFHITITREDA VS XN TH
FHWTT ! HOREITIVEL !
Gr8-2-6 Kobayashi, Hiroya

RPT=TIIEAA REFERHVELIZD, ZORREZ V)L TRBE
BROTZNERNET,
Gr8-2-9 Mima, Yugo

Although we didn’t succeed in some parts, we were able to have
a very good experience.
Gr8-2-10 Mukaiyama, Airu

The stars we gazed at at Nayuta were absolutely different from
what we see in Osaka, and it was so stunning that I thought I would
be swallowed by the night sky. I’ m really glad that we spent hours
on planning this Nayuta trip and I enjoyed the time I spent there.

(K= <)
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Two Schools Together

SOISAKDL V=7 A Bookmark Contest
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Librarian’s choice ES 244 Artist’s choice MSHS 24 CEMEINLDE
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dy pace; read throy
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LU AL D% —DHL> T - TLEEU !

SEEQIVTANDAEE FAREA DIl
OIS KB Rayta Morimoto OIS7  Serena Ninomiya
OIS KB Nene Yamanishi SIS 8-2 Karen Nakajima ™ EHi7%
OIS KB Masamichi Yamada SIS 8-2 Saki Yoshimoto — # A4 New Librarian
OISKB Yoonjae Lee SIS 8-3 Nao Sadahisa TEAZE .
M J h
OIS1 Moa Waahlin SIS9-1 Marino Takamiya &= FRERJY c Y nlaimells Osep
OIS1 Lyons Hamblen SIS9-3 Ria Koumekawa  /)MHg) 1 FjiE on.no y. L am irom
OIS2  Mary Yang SIS9-3 Kazuma Kiyohiro 3L Dublin, Ireland. I worked
OIS2  Seung-YiHan SIS 10-1 Ayaka Masaki ~ IEfE AL before as an elemen-
OIS3  So Yoon Park SIS 10-3 Ryoko Izuta HHEEF tary teacher in OIS from
OIS 3  Leiko Tajiri OIS11 Maya Ramsey 1991-1994. 1 am now
OIS 4 Asuka Hong SIS 11-3 Rina Sasaki 'fél? 7'(%% back to work as librarian
OIS b5 Jis.fun Kim . SIS 12-1 Emi Shimokubo ~— F/AfRE3E to cover a maternity leave
OIS5  Miu Suzuki until the end of June. I am
, . i . very ha to be back in Osaka again after nearl
Librarian s choice Artist’s choice ZOry PPy & Y
OIS 3 Bianca Yamamoto OIS11  Haruka Liu years.
OIS5 Chae Rin Park OIS11 Maya Ramsey
(A FT~N—Z D) ERNETS

Gr8-2-11 Murashima, Rinon

PR EEIBEL T, KBEZENTILIIRE# LN LT
BRUELTz, F72, GHEHADICNEF 2t 5 7 &% SEER IR
TL7, Th, EEENRHY , L L7203
SEID E L7z, A BIDOKEZIENL .,
by~ EMOEEICHLB MLV ERN
7
Gr8-2-20 Uemura, Katsuyoshi

A IO T TEEZ > THERIC
TR EDT TR THRTFE, K
FIIDEOD RN ZELTKELH ST
REZSTZFELETHWNWRER IR -7

Gr8-3-6 Kaji, Cocona

I had a great experience going to NAYUTA. | saw the most
beautiful sky I have ever seen in my entire life. The sky was full
of stars, and it was something people from the cities can never
see. We had the opportunity to take a look at the Betelgeuse and
Jupiter. I was amazed by the NAYUTA telescope. | will never
forget about this trip and the beautiful sky.
Gr8-3-20 Tomiyama, Momo

727 E B LV TNAYUTAICB IS THH-7-F,
HRREBRZSETHLo7F, —HFICNAYUTATR LD Fu
ZAFo TR E, ELRT RS RE U e A2 T IR I
FEHLCOET, HOREITINEL,
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Two Schools Together

IfilkA & D22 Sister Schools
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12, A, B0, JER, IR EBIFN DS A (L THEY
RIWTTREE) . BADAN 2 EXIZfn b OS5 RO
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RN R CELT, 2Dk BAZEA~TRNCHEOITERGE T O
I ARBEEE B LATZL)TT(R) BFANT 7V —ENT A DX
Ao RBICHVES TS WELTZ,
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HEF<OODOENE TRAYVEELHIES> TAELIZ(F),

SN, RAVEBEOT 7 A F— BRI DR HFE T, HltIay
AUN2IAMIEE T o TLAZ LI > TNET, RZIER AV 35
THIESTNDEZATY(R), FERERBIZ Tidied, o FREBIC
HIHET 5, FEMOSEENOOBRAEEZ T ANDS T vsT
ARBHZLIIREFBHFRIEIEEEBEZET, 20T 0T T 0%
FE<HITONDICTH BN T, ErEEET,
Lernen Sie Deutsch, um gute Erfahrungen mit dem deutschen
Volk und Kultur zu haben!
SIS Gr 10 Takashi Homma, Gerald Takeuchi, Kaname Terat-
suji, Sayu Fujii
SIS Gr 11 Mira Ishikawa, Rintaro Miyamoto, Saki Hori, Ha-
ruka Tokura, Yuka Sakurai
OIS Gr 12 Emma Nakagawa
SIS Gr 12 Haruha& Natsuna Tani, Hitomi Ikeda

&

SGDSHS Visit Report
Rodney Ray
SIS English

A group of 10 Sandgate District State High School students,
chaperoned by School Principal Jeannette Gentle and Sandgate
German teacher Simone Phillips, visited SIS and homestayed
with SIS families for two nights at the end of their 3-week trip
to Japan. Although the time was quite short this year, we were
very happy to have them join in our school activities and class-
es. This trip is a valuable connection with our sister school in
Australia, because it helps to generate interest in Japanese cul-
ture and in our school and makes it easier for them to find host
families for us in return when we travel to Brisbane next July.

Special thanks to the families of the following SIS students
for hosting the Sandgate students:

SIS Gr 10 Masora Fukuda, Rika Tanaka, Minami Uemura,
Yuya Kitano, Shoko Takenaka

SIS Gr 11 Nami Ambiru, Mayuri Hasegawa, Akane Nakajima,
Shiori Hasebe, Rika Matsumoto
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KG SIS Team Selected for All Japan High School MUN at UNU Tokyo (Global Classrooms International High School Model UN

Conference) as Delegates of Nigeria

Shammi Datta
FE=FF

Bilingual All Japan HS MUN - What does it mean to be se-
lected for and experience this MUN at the actual UN meeting
room in Tokyo? The first part of this article attempts to answer
this question through the experience of accompanying a total of
seven teams selected over four years to this MUN.

Students and professionals performing well on the global
arena is currently a goal for education policy in Japan. From its
birth, SIS aims to provide a learning environment and oppor-
tunities so our students can develop skills that prepare them for
studying, working, and thereby contributing anywhere in the
world.

The competitive All HS Japan MUN is one such opportunity
to test, demonstrate and enhance global skills. To be selected
through the in-school, and the official preliminary screening, it
requires the ability to write documents with creative ideas. The
preparation that follows and the actual conference is an experi-
ence where skills to think quickly, negotiate, express why you
take a certain stance, and respond on the spot are demonstrated
and improved in a short, intense time period. Another highlight
was the chance to hear, and then ask questions to Mr. Yasushi
Akashi, a renowned figure in the United Nations.

http://jmun.org/gc/gc/HOME.html

Over a hundred high school students from all over Japan also
form long-lasting friendships in this competitive, yet collabora-
tive, environment. Recently, I had a chance to talk with some
SIS and other school OB/OGs of this MUN. All mentioned
that this was among the most meaningful aspects of their high
school life, and they are still in touch with people they met.
Some emphasized how these friendships are mutually stimulat-
ing and supportive through the process of college applications,
and university study.

If such a challenging opportunity interests future grade 10
and 11 SOIS students, it would be worthwhile to take the SIS
or OIS MUN class before the All Japan MUN (held in Novem-
ber every year,) prepare the documents in the August-early
September of that year for the in-school selection, and contact
the OGs of this school year who have written about their ex-
perience below and/or past OB/OGs to make this experience
as meaningful as possible. I would be happy to place any inter-
ested students in contact with graduate OB/OGs.

The importance given to MUN is also underscored by the fact
universities, including Kwansei Gakuin, are now looking at this
as one way to screen students for entrance.

http://www.kwansei.ac.jp/admissions/img/pdf2014/global/
youkou.pdf
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sts Summer Camp "100km Walk" Report
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ois Let’s Go —&

Lyn Melville-Rea
Community Service Coordinator

Anne Frank, the famous
Jewish girl who kept a diary
while hiding from the Nazis
wrote:

“How wonderful it is that
nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to
improve the world.”

This fits perfectly with our
school mission of Informed,
Caring, Creative Individu-
als contributing to a Global
Community.

Grade 1 students encour-
aged us to think about how
we can be informed, caring,
creative and contribute to
the well-being of others.
Throughout December, they
asked each of us to donate
one cup of rice for a person

in Osaka who is homeless.

On a personal note, I have
lived in Japan for almost 24 years now — mainly because there
is so much that I love about being here: the seasonal changes,
the convenience, the safety, the artistic skills of many, the sense
of community and “sekinin”(responsibility) that makes life
predictable and comfortable for most.

But there are times when I feel that some things in Japan
have become unnecessarily complicated and the “kimochi”
(joy) that comes from giving can be lost. For example, my next
door neighbor kept his life-threatening illness a secret, mainly
because he didn’t want to get caught up in our community’s
organized system of obligatory giving and returning favors. So,

-

ironically, while the system of giving within our community
was meant to create order and support for people, in reality, it is
regimented, exhausting and less than effective.

Relating this back to people who become homeless, I have
the privilege of escorting SOIS students to Kamagasaki each
month and seeing those students give freely from their hearts.
There are no expectations of getting gifts in return, set amounts
of support or rules. The only thing resembling a rule is to treat
everyone with respect.

I am delighted that our first grade students are thinking like
Anne Frank and not waiting a single moment before starting to
improve the world. In December 2013, the students collected
60 kg of rice for homeless people in Osaka. In the photo above,
you can see the heart-warming smiles of those 16 first graders.

I wonder what they’ll be doing 20 years from now and what
values they’ll hold dear.

52D AT+
ERAF N o
fthoo N KENZT 25
FEERONZT D
A RUNZTD

V=4 —voy 7 KONCT 5

The 5 Respects

Respect for Self

Respect for Others

Respect for Learning
Respect for the Environment

Respect for Leadership / Authority
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1 3554 Grade Reports
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Claire Udy
SIS Gr.9 HR Teacher

2014, 12,03 —the date of this year’s middle school graduation
and the day the students take time to receive their certificates,
smile for the cameras and say thanks to all those people who
helped get them to that moment. The graduation committee
members are now working hard to create a ceremony and party
that honors not only the graduating students but also the people
who helped them along the way. It has been a busy and event
filled year and everyone has worked very hard to get to where
they are. Make the most of the few months you have left so you
are prepared to move up to high school. We are very proud of
your achievements and here is a message to you all.

To the class of 2014

To this year: the hard work, laughter, fun, grade trip, school
festival, sports day; friendships made, lost and remade again;
homework written, lost and rewritten; clothes decided on,
changed and put on again; lunches eaten, sports games played,
discussions had, the challenges set and conquered. Well done.

To your future: new classes, new challenges, new friends,
same building. Nothing to fear, only experiences to be antici-
pated. What lies ahead, only you can create; your pen shall
write your story.

All the very best for high school.

@SIS Grade 10 &%
Rodney Ray
SIS Gr. 10 HR Teacher

Well, the first year of high school has almost finished. I've

W 14EAE

been very impressed by how everyone has grown up since mid-
dle school. You all did a great job working together on our vari-
ous events and projects. One of our goals for grade 10 was for
all students to try a lot of new experiences, take a lot of different
kinds of classes, and otherwise explore our school and their
interests. From grade 11, you'll have to start focusing more on
the future. You'll have a big project to work on (the grade trip at
the end of next year), but more importantly, you'll need to start
focusing your studies more towards the things you will want
to study in university, and start your preparations for entrance
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exams, etc. It's not too soon to begin thinking about where you
want to go and what you want to do after you graduate from
SIS. The next year will be over before you know it!

&
Topics from the parent—teacher interviews
Frances Namba
SIS Gr. 10 HR Teacher

Talking to the 10-2 parents over the last few weeks, it was in-
teresting to see the same comments and concerns came up over
and over again.

To begin, everyone seems to agree that the grade 10 students
love being at SIS and are enjoying the social side of school.
Lots of you are taking advantage of the many clubs and activi-
ties on offer and through them are deepening friendships and
enriching your school life. This is great to see!

Naturally, lots of you are starting to think about the future and
which universities you should be looking into. It’s important to
start talking about this as a family, and many of you are already
doing this. There were many questions about the recommenda-
tion process for universities (£ A7) and the best advice I
can give is to study hard (no surprise there!). Your grades from
now on are very important and you need to make sure that they
are a true reflection of your ability. Don’t assume that you can
get a recommendation easily, you have to show that you are
worthy of it and that you will be a good representative of SIS.
In addition, it’s important to contribute to school life, to take
parts in activities and events, to show leadership and to be good
role models for the younger students.

A third topic we discussed a lot was the use of iPads. Parents
are worried that students are using them too much and wonder-
ing about the balance between study and play. Teachers share
these concerns. It is common to see students playing games in
the corridors, before homeroom begins and after school. Our
homeroom discussion on iPad use last trimester showed that
students are aware of some of the problems caused by their
misuse and even had some thoughtful ideas on how we could
address these issues. But being aware of the pitfalls and being
able to stop yourself from falling into them are two different
matters. I hope that you can discuss iPad use as a family, re-
read the guidelines you received at the beginning of the year,
and come to some agreement on ways to ensure that they are
used wisely in the home. Students, school and parents need to
continue to work together on this.
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