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Looking Forward to a New Year

John Searle
OIS Head

As we approach the end of
the year my thoughts turn to the
departure and arrivals of fami-
lies and faculty. Two OIS fami-
lies left to their home countries
in May and this will be followed by more families and faculty
leaving in June. This is the nature of an international school and
life abroad for many expatriate families. The sadness we feel
as people leave is tempered slightly by the anticipation of what
lies in store for them in the next chapter of their lives. Addition-
ally, the school community is excited to welcome new joiners
in August.

Although I previously mentioned departing faculty mem-
bers in an earlier Interculture article, I will need to add one
more name to that list. Ms Leanne Stephen will be leaving for
an international school in Singapore where she will take on a
teaching and leadership position to develop the quality of the
Diploma offerings there. It comes as little surprise that Ms
Stephen would be sought after for such a role as we know from
long experience her dedication to teaching and her ability to
nurture her students to produce quality work year after year. Ms
Stephen was part of SOIS at its founding and has contributed
enormously to its development and the two schools’ shared pro-
gram in so many ways as a teacher, colleague and leader.

New faculty members will be joining OIS in August and some
of them such as Ms Stepen’s replacement will be working di-
rectly with SIS students. I am delighted to let you know that the
next head of OIS will be Mr Bill Kralovec. Many of you may
have had the opportunity to see Mr Kralovec during the inter-
views for the position last October. Mr Kralovec, is currently
secondary Principal at the International School of Belgrade, and
will bring a wealth of experience and insight to the position.

Mr Reynoso will take over from Mr Walker as the grade 5
teacher from August. Mr Reynoso is an experienced elemen-
tary teacher and was also an elementary principal in the US as
part of his career. Mr Reynoso’s position in middle school will
be taken by Ms Marcella Cooper. Ms Cooper is currently teach-
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ing in Thailand at the same school as Mr Gerard Coleman, who
many of you remember was part of the science department at
OIS. Ms Cooper taught in Canada prior to moving overseas.

Mr John Van Plantinga will be joining us from Hawaii and
will be taking over from Ms Rennie, albeit in a different role.
Ms Rennie’s many duties will become part of a number of
current teachers’ responsibilities: Mr Frater will be in charge
of scheduling in OIS; Ms Endo will become the IB Diploma
coordinator and Ms Cooper will also be responsible for grade
7 Humanities and English. This has given us the opportunity to
create a new position in which Mr Van Plantinga will be work-
ing with all teachers and students in the middle and high school
on language support and with individual students on personal-
ized learning plans

Mr Meadows’ role will be taken by Ms Esperanza Garces.
Ms Garces is an experienced Diploma visual arts teacher who
has consistently achieved great results with her students. Ms
Garces is currently teaching in the Philippines.

We look forward to this talented new cohort of faculty join-
ing us and contributing to the continued development of OIS
and the two schools model through their shared ideas and expe-
rience.

And finally, as we approach the summer, [ would like to high-
light everyone’s ongoing efforts, both within and outside the
classroom. The Student Council organized a wonderful School
Festival and Fushigi Week and are currently busy with prepara-
tions for the Prom. The sports teams are all practicing toward
the conclusion of their seasons, the musicians are practicing
for their end of term concerts. Of course, these activities are
not independent of each other as many students are involved
in more than one. The OIS seniors have just finished their final
exams and are away on their final service trip to Cambodia, and
everyone is working hard on their classroom work assignments
as final reports are being prepared.

As always, parents’ support of your children is critical for
their success through your continued interest and discussions
with your children about what is happening at school. I hope to
have the opportunity to meet many of the SIS parents at some
time in the next few weeks before the end of this trimester.

&

NYD T HEEENRZ ORB AT IS HERIZ B RFEEESLT
WLT72A9, TLTENE R B EDOBL 2R ENEHLI 52
A9,

ERENE ONOEATRIFEIELRITNIEEL ST L3R
W, 17— %8 2 BRI THIEFUZ AT 720 SV FTICE R
DO ABZNN, ZOXHRT 10— L DR ENHSENHE 2T
HHVZ,



BE&fL#EbHoTLEVELS:
ﬂ\ai12$$&<7ﬁ%?ﬁm SERASICIR D E T, RIS IS D
% D, ERRNTDANRU IR —2 b o TLEWN, 2EL LK
L’CL\iT SEDZFRGNIIRATEND UiES TOBEE A
LTz, FRBEREE TO/NNT 3 —< U ATHI2EAERHEL S
buL TWELE, BIETHI2EAN TRAICARTTELTIENY)
), e NEHLEL, SHELFIERVIET ICE o B
’V
RAEITE 7DD 2 FAFIEF TRV ET | LA LKRFEFL
TV ERE A, TZTROERIZZD ﬁ%%ﬁ/uféTT&iu%E
T, ROZEELKIR =BT D> TS | LN THIBE Tl
IRWNVTLED, B ENR-TECH BB bbbzt tE
ZDIDRFRRITLTLTEE, (Student Reporter F)




FREI1—Y _
(REEV1—27 113, B

FRARICT DD, BB

LbrobiEolcREREZL

THIIEVIRETT, 54F
EE S A ERVASKAAY ek ol 1@
ITEDBBESNEENIA UM
HVELZ, 5HFEDOT — <,
AR IZR—  kiEHS
X~ | /KIE A SPALA | ARRE
H a4 |2 A T2 RS Tl
/n (Student Reporter A)




INTERCULTURE SPRING 2014 No.140

Two Schools Together

Submit all athletics forms via Sabers website:

sabers.senri.ed.jp

Peter Heimer
Activities Director

The Sabers athletics schedule is a busy one with many events
home and away almost every Saturday. Most tournaments
(WJAA, AISA, Sabers invitationals) are listed on the school
calendar.

But for much, much more information — weekend schedules,
reports, photos, Sabers TV videos, permission forms, homestay
information — just about any kind of Sabers information you
may need — please visit the Sabers athletics website at sabers.
senri.ed.jp. You can also read the Sabers activities handbook,
submit digital copies of your passport, and view a Google cal-
endar that shows Sabers events, times, and locations.

IMPORTANT CHANGE: From now, athletics forms for
team sign-up, sportsmanship agreement, parent permission,
medical waiver, and homestays must be submitted via the Sa-
bers website. Go to the “Forms” tab on the website for more
information.

No submission = no practice. No practice = no play. No play
=no fun. Let’s have fun. Go Sabers.

SENRI & OSAKA
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS
SABERS ATHLETICS

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/
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WJAA and AISA
SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.
The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activities
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
* Canadian Academy (Rokko Island, Kobe)
* EJ King High School (Sasebo)
* Fukuoka International School
* Hiroshima International School
* International Christian Academy Nagoya
* Kyoto International University Academy
* Marist Brothers International School (Suma, Kobe)
* MC Perry High School (Iwakuni)
* Nagoya International School

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School

* Yokohama International School

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Sabers wrap up successful AISA campaign;
athletic awards celebration next

SOIS athletes, musicians, mathematicians and leaders have
wrapped up another year of participation in the Association
of International Schools in Asia (AISA), our sixth year in the
league. 2013-14 was a successful AISA year for SOIS, with
three team championships (girls volleyball, boys volleyball,
boys soccer), a girls tennis individual champion (Kana Yokoya-
ma), and a choir event that the festival director called the best of
his career. Please see below for details 0f2013-14 AISA results.

AISA consists of four member schools from Japan and Ko-
rea: Senri and Osaka International Schools, Yokohama Inter-
national School (YIS), Korea International School (KIS), and
Seoul International School (SIS). Each year, students from
these schools participate in twelve events: girls tennis, boys
tennis, girls volleyball, boys volleyball, girls basketball, boys
basketball, girls soccer, boys soccer, girls/boys swimming
(combined), chorus, math mania, and student leadership. SOIS
is a founding member of this association. AISA forms the main
avenue for overseas competition and performance for SOIS
students and provides opportunities for valuable international
experiences for our school community.

A fifth school, British School of Beijing (BSB), has applied
for membership in AISA. This application is a two-year process
that includes a trip to Beijing for our student council leaders
and math students in January 2015. BSB website: http://www.
nordangliaeducation.com/our-schools/beijing/shunyi

For more information about AISA, please visit the Sabers
website at http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/aisa.

AISA success lies in large part in the homestay experience.
Throughout this past school year, nearly 30 SOIS families gra-
ciously opened their homes to over 50 visiting students from
Korea: boys volleyball players and boys and girls choir mem-
bers.

Another important part of an AISA event is the concluding
banquet. While the other AISA schools hire catering services to
prepare their tournament banquets, here at SOIS our banquets
are prepared entirely by the SIS Parents Association (PA). SIS
PA members, under the superb leadership of Mrs. Barke, pre-
pared two banquet meals this past school year. Visiting athletes
and coaches have expressed great praise for the high quality of
the banquet meals.

The Sabers sports year culminates with the annual SOIS
high school athletic awards celebration, held this year on June
6. This is a two-part event. First, in the theater, all teams are
recognized with photos of the seasons and announcements of
most valuable players and most improved players. Then, in the
cafeteria, students and coaches enjoy a meal (again wonder-
fully prepared by the SIS PA), where two major awards are an-
nounced: the Dr. Fukuda Award to the top SOIS scholar-athlete,
both male and female; and the Outstanding Athlete of the Year

Award to the best all-around Sabers athlete, both male and
female. This is a fun, important event that celebrates all of the
many positive aspects of the Sabers athletics program.

Finally, if you are already looking ahead to next year, the
Sabers host three AISA events. Below is a list of the 2014-15
AISA events, dates, and locations.

AISAEVENTS 2014-15

October 16-19: volleyball girls @Y]IS, volleyball boys @SIS,
tennis @SOIS

November 6-9: choir @KIS

January 29-February 1: basketball girls @SOIS, basketball
boys @Y]IS, math/leadership @BSB (Beijing)

April 9-12: soccer girls @SIS, soccer boys @KIS, swimming
@SOIS

AISARESULTS 2013-14

TENNIS girls @YIS: 2nd place

Girls singles champion: Kana Yokoyama (3rd year in a row)
TENNIS boys @Y]IS: 3rd place

VOLLEYBALL girls @SIS: 2nd place; sportsmanship award
All-tournament team: Hina Kawamura, Miyu Kawabata, Asu-
ka Shimo

VOLLEYBALL boys @SOIS: undefeated champions (2nd
year in a row)

All-tournament team: Ryotaro Kawano, Kota Nakayama,
Rintaro Miyamoto, Aki Shigeyama

BASKETBALL girls @KIS: 3rd place

All-tournament team: Hiroko Wanibuchi (2nd year), Kana Asai
BASKETBALL boys @SIS: 4th place

All-tournament team: Kai Stewart (2nd year), Shaw Iyama,
SOCCER girls @SIS: 2nd place

All-tournament team: Natsuho Oura, Kana Asai, Minami Ue-
mura

SOCCER boys @KIS: Champions, sportsmanship award win-
ners

All-tournament team: Noritaka Araki, Takashi Homma, Ge-
rardo Takeuchi

SWIMMING girls, boys @KIS: 3rd place

MATH MANIA @Y]IS: 3rd place

High SOIS scorer: Jim Jiang

Scores and individual awards are not given out at the follow-
ing AISA events, but SOIS students performed at very high
levels at each of them: LEADERSHIP @YIS, CHOIR @SOIS.

TEAM SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
AISA GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
YOUR TEAM BEST EXEMPLIFIED THE “TRUE SPIR
¢ ARD.

BY THEIR SHOW OF RESPECT,

2013 AISA girls volleyball sportsmanship award — 2014 AISA boys soccer sportsmanship award
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Two Schools Together
AISA Boys Soccer

at Seoul International School

April 11-12, 2014

What an incredible season! AISA CHAMPIONS 2014!

[saac Driver
Coach

Once again this season the passion for the game of soccer that

the Sabers players demonstrated was exciting and impressive.
Our captains for the second year, Rion Mukaiyama and Ken
Sogo showed great leadership skills and responsibility towards
the development of the team. Training sessions were planned
and directed collaboratively to address the fundamentals and
tactical aspects of the game. This season I believe that the in-
creased responsibility and involvement amongst all the players
helped contribute to a greater intrinsic desire for success.

To kick off the season the Junior Varsity players impressed in
another wonderful Dolphin Cup tournament at Nagoya Inter-
national School. All the matches were close and all the teams
fought hard for their results. A close semi final loss left Sabers
battling for the 3rd place trophy which we deservedly took.
Meanwhile, our Varsity squad headed to Canadian Academy
with cautious confidence and a strict game plan. As underdogs
a fantastic away from home 1:1 score draw sparked team belief
and left CA unexpectedly frustrated.

We returned to Canadian Academy after the Spring Break
with both our Junior Varsity and Varsity teams. The strange
Rokko island weather provided snow and warm sunshine. After
a great run into the semi finals we bowed out on penalties after
extra time. Huge disappointment was comforted by our victory
for 3rd place and our Junior Varsity victory in the day two Fut-
sal tournament. In hindsight it was these moments of despair

and victory that helped shape the ultimate success of the sea-
son.

SOIS hosted the Futsal Tournament which was once again a
wonderful day of explosive football. After many matches one
of our teams rose to the final with some incredible individual
and team performances. After losing in the final last year SOIS
clinched a 3:2 victory this year in a tense and thrilling final
against MC Perry. Futsal Champions 2014!

That brings us to the grand finale, AISA 2014 hosted by
Seoul International School. It was a really wonderful and well
organized tournament during which all the players showed tre-
mendous sportsmanship and respect for their opposition but to
cut to the chase, we won! To summarize in a few words all the
ecstatic highs and tense moments during a tournament victory
of this magnitude simply doesn’t do it justice. The entire SOIS
team performed with a maturity, commitment and passion that
was truly commendable. It’s the first time SOIS has won the
tournament and I know it won’t be the last.

To top off the season SOIS also won the AISA Team Sports-
manship Award as voted for by the coaches of all the teams. To
collect this award as the tournament’s victorious team demon-
strated the depth that the opposition respected our exciting play
and honorable sportsmanship. If that doesn’t make you feel
proud as a player then nothing will. After all, that’s what it’s all
about isn’t it? Winning with humility and losing with dignity.
That’s how sport has such a profound impact on every aspect of
what we do. Congratulations Sabers Boys Soccer 2014. Bring
on the 2015 season!
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Two Schools Together

AISA Varsity Girls Soccer

at Yokohama International School

Stephen Frater
Coach

* Tournament: AISA HS Girls
Soccer, 11-14 April 2014

* Squad: G12 Kana Yokoyama
(vice captain), Hitomi Tomi, Nami
Ambiru, Shiori Hasebe, Aina Sa-
saki; G11 Natsuho Oura (captain), | '
Sakiko Otsuki, Fuka Ugai, Miki
Chisoku, Kanako Tsutsumi, Momo
Nakakita; G10 Ai Kano, Kaho Fuji-
hira, Risa Akiyama, Chisato Kom- [
atsu.

In early April, 15 players of the
girls’ varsity soccer team travelled
to Yokohama for the end-of-season
AISA tournament. The competi-
tion was between SOIS, the hosts,
Yokohama International School
(YIS), Korea International School
(KIS), Seoul International School
(SIS) and two guest teams from
Tokyo, International School of the Sacred Heart (ISSH) and St.
Maur International School. The tournament was played under
beautiful blue skies and bright sunshine over two days, and was
very well organized and generously hosted by the YIS Athletics
Director Elliot Tracy, with a team of YIS parents in support.

The SOIS Sabers played the first game of the tournament
on Friday morning, beating KIS 2-1 with two goals from our
central midfielder and captain Natsuho Oura. That goal from
KIS turned out to be the only goal that the team conceded from
open play in the whole tournament, testament to the superb
organization, skill and commitment of our defence under the
direction of vice captain Kana Yokoyama. After lunch the girls
then played St. Maur, another Yokohama team that none of the
team or coaches had played against before. The Sabers won
the game 7-0, with everyone of our forwards and midfielders
scoring a goal, including Hitomi Tomi, Ai Kano, Natsuho Oura,
and Sakiko Otsuki. After two hard fought games, the girls then
enjoyed an evening out in the Minato Mirai 21 complex in Yo-
kohama with the other squads and some of the YIS parents.

The two wins on Friday put the team at the top of the group,
and into the semi-final game on Saturday morning against the
hosts, Yokohama International School. The team came close to
scoring several times, keeping the YIS goalkeeper very busy,
whilst our ‘keeper, Risa Akiyama, had very little to do. How-
ever the game ended 0-0, which meant the game, and a position
in the final, would be decided on penalties. Sakiko, Natsuho

April 11-12, 2014

and Momo Nakakita all scored from the penalty spot, whilst
Risa, in her AISA debut, saved all three of the YIS penalties she
faced. That gave the Sabers an unbeatable lead, and a place in
the final, where we faced KIS once again.

SOIS were the only team to beat KIS in the tournament, so
the final was another close game. Although the Sabers again
came close to scoring several times, we were consistently de-
nied goals by great saves or the width of the post. After a 0-0
game it was down to another penalty shoot-out for the cham-
pionship. Although Risa did wonderfully well to save another
penalty, SOIS failed to score with three of our penalties and
KIS took the trophy with their fifth penalty. It is the first time
that one of the Korean schools has won the AISA soccer tourna-
ment, and to their credit both KIS and SIS have been getting
stronger every year. A disappointing result for SOIS, but from
the sidelines coach Fitzpatrick and I thoroughly enjoyed all of
our games and are very proud indeed of the whole squad.

The final was followed by a slideshow, a great dinner and
awards back at YIS. In addition to collecting the runner-up
plaque, there were special awards for four of the Sabers who

(KN—=2 <)
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Two Schools Together
AISA Swimming

at Korea International School

Kevin Bertman
Coach

The Sabers Swim Team of Senri and
Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin (SOIS) travelled to Seoul to par-
ticipate in the AISA tournament against
Korea International School (KIS), Seoul
International School (SIS) and Chadwick
International School (CIS). The event was
hosted by KIS and staged over two days.
SOIS was represented by twelve students
who stayed with the families of students
of KIS for the duration of the event.

The events covered all strokes over 50
m and 100 m, freestyle 200 m and 400 m,
individual medley 100 m and 200 m, and
boys, girls and mixed 200 m medley and
free style relays. The swim team at SOIS
is small and still growing, so although we
were unable to match the speed of some
of the top swimmers from KIS and SIS,
we managed to win many of our heats. Our best result was in
the mixed 200 m medley relay in which we came second in the
final.

Two students who really stood out are Neal Takeyoshi
Okuno, who has shown great leadership, teamwork and orga-
nizational skills not only during the event but over the whole
season, and Kana Tagawa who swam back-to-back relay races

April 11-12, 2014

1A\ Participants

Schoo!

Korea Inter national

which included 50 m butterfly in the second event only minutes
after completing the first event.

For many students it was their first time competing in a
swimming competition. It was a great experience for them, and
next year they will be back stronger, fitter and faster. They did
an admiral job and should all be proud of themselves.

(R FT~N— D)

were selected for the AISA tournament all-star team; winger
Hitomi, midfielders Natsuho and Sakiko, and centre half Fuka
Ugai, who were consistently outstanding in their positions.

Although four players were singled out for the all-star team,
in truth our whole squad really clicked in this tournament; ev-
ery one of the players produced their best performances of the
season, and the squad’s spirit, team play, organization, commu-
nication, competitiveness and sportsmanship were superb:

* The defence of Risa Akiyama, Kana Yokoyama, Shiori
Hasebe, Miki Chisoku, Kaho Fujihira, Kanako Tsutsumi and
Chisato Komatsu conceded only one goal the whole tourna-
ment, and no team came close to scoring any more;

* Our centre halves Fuka Ugai and Nami Ambiru were domi-
nant, patrolling in front of the defence to break up any attacks,
man-marking key players, and winning possession for the Sa-
bers to launch attacks;

10

e The midfield of Ai Kano, Natsuho Oura, Sakiko Otsuki,
Hitomi Tomi, Momo Nakakita and Aina Sasaki scored nine and
came within a hair’s breadth of scoring twice as many as that by
attacking at speed and causing the opposition defences all kinds
of problems.

It was a genuine pleasure to watch these games (penalty
shoot-outs aside), and it was a wrench to see the squad have
to split up on our return to Osaka. After two tournaments and
second-place finishes in both WJAA and AISA, the team can
look back on their achievements with a lot of pride, and we are
all looking forward to next season already.

I would like to end by recognizing Natsuho and Kana for
their hard work and inspiring leadership this season, and to say
a special thank you to Ms Ito, the principal of SIS, who accom-
panied us to Yokohama and so enabled us to attend the tourna-
ment.
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Two Schools Together

11 People Placed in Suita City Duathlon

Hiroshi Baba
Triathlon Coach, SIS math
W3/9 EEHFHYRILETS
vy

Minoh Shinmachi Mara-
thon was held on March 9th in
Minoh Shinmachi. In total 19 &
people from SOIS participated e
and one person placed.
<Placed>
5km Male Over 50: 6th f53; =4
18 51 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
<Good Records in SOIS> :
S5km B £ Miki Fujito g
(SIS8), HEHE A Yuto Baba
(OIS8)
10km #7552 B Shion Fujimori (SIS9), 4+PN#%: Ken Taniuchi
(SIS8), =7 E & Masashi Miyawaki (SIS8), F—==— #7
Tara Cheney (Faculty)
W5/18 AT T 17ROy

Suita City Duathlon was held on Sunday, May 18th at Suita-
shi Sogo Undojo. In total 22 people from SOIS participated and
11 people placed in each category .
<Placed>
Gr.7-9 (Run 2km, Bike 10km, Run 3km)
Boys: 1st fE35#8 A Yuto Baba (OIS8), 2nd &= if; B & Masashi
Miyawaki (SIS8), 3rd ¥ N % Ken Taniuchi (SIS8)
Girls: 1st H111©7> Yuka Nakayama (SIS8), 2nd ji# 3£ 40
Miki Fujito (SIS8), 3rd [ IFf 2= B &4 Kirara Okazaki (SIS9)
Gr.10-Age 39 (Run 2km, Bike 15km, Run 5km)
Male: Ist 7jH# K Syunya Maeda (KGOB, Coach), 2nd 77
W~Z /LR Gerardo Takeuchi (SIS11), 3rd AL E-#3th Yuya Ki-
tano (SIS11)
Female: 1st Z2 ] i)+ Kasane Yasuoka (SIS10)
Age 40 and Up (Run 2km, Bike 15km, Run Skm)

Male: 2nd J&351% 5 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
W5/25 FERNS A7 ROy
Tamba Triathlon was held on May 25th in Tamba city. In total
11 people from SOIS participated and 1 person placed.
SENITRED Kb B S MENFE LTz, — I —DHIZ,
B T RESE S A (SISSARARFEH =Swim) | JHE /7 551 S AU(SISB4FE{R
#E#=Bike), KK TS A(SISI0F 124 =Run) 3 5, £
C— BT DI R T S ASISSFARFERE ) /NFADERITIT
HEAHIABEIN, RENTEEINELL, BOTEITIWE
kR
<Placed>
Gr10 and Up: S400m+B20km~+R 5km
U40 Male: 2nd Fij FH £ 2% Syunya Maeda (Coach, KGOB)
<Other Finishers>
Gr10 and Up: S400m+B20km+R5km
LB Yuya Kitano (SIS11)
Gr7-9: S200m+B10km+R2km
B Ei 75 Masashi Miyawaki (SISS8), &/ 3542 Miki Fujito
(SIS8), & H = ¥f# Natsumi Takeda (SIS8)

Female: Mayuri Hasegawa; Natsuho Oura (co-winners)
Male: Rintaro Miyamoto

2014 Outstanding Athlete of the Year

Female: Hina Kawamura

Male: Kota Nakayama

2014 Dr. Fukuda Scholar—Athlete of the Year

1
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Two Schools Together

World Scholar's Cup

at Senr1 & Osaka International Schools of KG

Ko F
SISHGFFF

5H3H-4H. #H—[EWorld
Scholar’ s Cup Kansai Round?)3
SOISTHRESILEL 7=, World
Scholar’s Cup&id, fFkAH
RFEIRD THAI A -
g A A kb BT 5407 [
TN TV LRI L EE
NEFOIN—TF ANTT, 24F
AT B D BR Al 77 « i 2
22T BE AR X T S B A S
AU, A RSB T B f#
SNAZEIZRVELT, h—F
ARTIE A TIF — 2% A4E
V. 2BIINTTIAT 4T
T A=k, v — I KT AR,
TARFERTHNETS, B
EFERNCMLEN TR, K |,
R TASAORES | T4
W DEF RIS AT D D)
&, TFFNRONRD 2
I\ TEBRANIC A DRI EREE ) | [IRIrO LA )| TBEIZPH £
TedtE eV o T2 XSS A mAR A ITIEA RO L LD
FHAGMMEN SN ELTL, LLRDBG, IBFHIXFERNIC
R ED ) — N EAEY, T/ /0y —%BEL, KRFICERAEL
770 A ENIVE A RS AT — LD EIK A - ARSI,
ESZARE KT NOBMLIZF —LbHVELTZ, SOISOF — L
IR CERB LB EZ D, > TR — IV RE~DOHGEE
FFELT, U HR—VRET, 6 TRIAThN, RS EO
PR E BB TET22000 NORF LR FET, SHICZoh
DPOBIINCIRET — 203, 11 BICKEA = — LV RFETIThi
DIRBEHRICHE A E T, A, SOISHBIFGLIOBEIZHEA, B
WEESA, (WHHESA, mEHNVSA, AHmTISA, Hk
HPEA . GODHRRFIS A FINESA PRI ESA AT 1
AIZAS A LD W DS EARDESADETI 124 320
LELT, FIEARTT 47U T, GIOHBEAI A, G9 & A HIfE
SADBERFOV R - L TLNEL,

REFEN—F A NERRIZZ B I TEEE LT, EobdHY
MEITEINELT, FBESCHF LNV — LA TRFPERFEL TS
ST AT OTZERICIY, ZMEITEEREREZSE T
77T ENTEEL, BILHL LT ET,

Sl UV—rvay k& SMELZMELET TIES o7
Mr. SheriffOLR—RE ., SISHEDSINE  ELDHIZSAD
aARCT,

Steven Sheriff (SIS English)

The first day of the World Scholar’s Cup started in the the-

ater with Nathan Levin, the organizer and emcee, building the
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energy and excitement with music and sending stuffed alpacas
flying into the seats. After mimicking the sound of a happy
alpaca, the students had a few moments to meet each other and
prepare for the day’s challenging events. The first event was
collaborative writing. For this event each team had 25 minutes
to discuss ideas and rhetorical strategies before each member
wrote a persuasive essay on different topics. At the end, each
team was then given time to review their teammates’ essays and
offer revision suggestions. The second event required partici-
pants to partake in a more traditional academic exercise—an
120 question multiple-choice test covering the six different dis-
ciplines covered in this year’s competition. After a quick lunch,
the students then started in on the debate competition. Each
team debated three times on resolutions they had never seen
before. The topics were both thought provoking and playful.
One of them read: “Resolved—The world needs more ninjas.”
Judges assessed each team by their presentation skills, rhetori-
cal strategies, the quality of their evidence and teamwork. As
one of the judges, I marveled at how all the students were able
to speak with such confidence and poise. Two SOIS teams met
in the final round. After a full day of what can only be termed a
true academic triathlon, the students were exhausted, but also
clearly stimulated and excited about the next day. I was as well.
The second day started with more music, dancing and flying
alpacas. Nathan was accompanied by another WSC official,
(He—=H I ZHES)
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Two Schools Together E1ken Report Winter 2014

Rodney Ray
SIS English
HiRRIZ4R G

The following students have reported recent results on the
Society for Testing English Proficiency's (STEP) Test in Prac-
tical English Proficiency (Eiken). Special congratulations to
Emi Hashizaki, Ibuki Kashiwagi, Airu Mukaiyama and Kanako
Tsutsumi, who passed Level 1. 85 TEHZ X vEd !

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be
sure to report your results to Onodera-san in the Business Of-

fice. SIS | 12 1 |Nakayama, Kota [2#% (Grade?2)
School |Grade| Class |Student Name Grade SIS 11 2 |Sugimoto, Haruka |2#% (Grade 2)

SIS 10 2 |Hashizaki,Emi |1i#% (Grade 1 . _

SIS 12 3 |Kashiwagi, Ibuki |1#% EGrade 1; EE*J@A%&L%% . g

SIS 09 2 [Mukaiyama, Aira |1 (Grade 1) In addltlon', the fqllowmg S.tUFieI'lt has [*

SIS 1 4 |Tsutsumi, Kanako |15 (Grade 1) passed .the Umte‘d Natlons:Aii(lmatlgE :s‘Test P

SIS | 12 | 2 [Amano, Ryosuke |¥E1%% (GradeP1) |  Of English (HERE A AMEEIGEHIERED), B8

SIS 08 2 |Horai, Arina YET % (Grade P1) which is a standardized test of English and |

SIS 12 4 |Suzuki, Yusuke  |%E1#% (Grade P1) facts about the United Nations administered f

SIS 12 2 |Takagi, Yuuka YE14% (Grade P1) by the United Nations Association of Japan.

SIS | 12 | 2 |[Ambiry,Nami |2 (Grade?2) Congratulations, Akari!

SIS 11 1 |Hirano, Natsu 2% (Grade 2) School |Grade | Class |Student Name Grade

SIS 11 3 |Nakahara, Takuma|2#% (Grade 2) SIS 11 3 |Takada, Akari Affk (ClassA)

(HFI~N—2"DfEE)

Burch, who raised the energy level with his humor, dance
moves and uncanny alpaca imitation. The final event of the
Cup, called the Scholar’s Bowl, presented each team with a se-
ries of increasingly difficult questions that they solved collab-
oratively and answered with a clicker. This was a challenging
task, but students enjoyed the energy and the multimedia aspect
of the questioning. Clips from movies such as Frozen and The
Lord of the Rings were often used to frame certain questions.
Did you know that the video for “What Does the Fox Say” was
filmed in a style reminiscent of Dadaism? I didn’t. Following
the Scholar’s Bowl, the best debaters from the previous day
came forward to perform a Debate Showcase. Three SIS stu-
dents—Meg Nakagawa, Momone Ozawa and May Murakami-
Smith—were chosen for this honor and proceeded to wow the
audience with their articulation and power of persuasion. Im-
pressive.

The World Scholar’s Cup bills itself as more of a celebration
than a competition and this certainly proved true during the
awards ceremony. The SOIS teams took home the top awards
in all the categories. Some of the girls had so many medals
hanging from their necks, it appeared as though they might
topple. More importantly, participants had the chance to apply
their academic and English skills in a communal event. They
competed, but also worked together and had the chance to meet
students from other schools. All of our SOIS teams performed

so well that they were asked to compete at the global round in
Singapore this June. Again, impressive. I must also commend
the competing teams from Kurume University High School and
Kobe College High School for their high level of preparation
and commitment.

It has been an honor for me to help coach the SOIS teams
with Minakuchi-sensei. This first event was such a positive
experience that as I left the school on Sunday afternoon, I found
myself bleating like a happy alpaca—phweiiii, phweiii. I wish
all our students the best in Singapore and then, hopefully, at
Yale University for the Tournament of Champions.

Meg Nakagawa (SIS9)

The weekend consisted of two full days of debating, testing
and writing. SOIS came in first place for all subjects. However,
the World Scholars Cup is not all about winning or losing. It's
about the celebration of learning and meeting new people.
Scholars became friends with scholars from other schools and
teachers as well. Everything is nerve wracking at first but as
you get to know the people you're competing against, that ner-
vousness becomes pure fun. The World Scholars Cup empha-
sizes the art of teamwork, collaboration, and friendship all at
the same time. The World Scholar’s Cup allows students to dis-
cover strengths and skills they never knew they had. This year
only 24 students participated however in the future, we hope to
have more and more students take part in this thrilling event.
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Two Schools Together & &R £ &=L 7R—k MS Student Council Reports

Mini-Sports Day

e 3k, Hideki Kondo
SISHTEFAEFERZAE, OIS MS Student Council President
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A tribute from the 8th Grade Art shared program

SOIS

Jennifer Henbest de Calvillo
Visual Art

Every winter trimester grade 8 artists work together creating
what we fondly call the 8th grade collaborative trimester. The
shared program is a great way for SIS and OIS students to work
together creatively, speaking in English and Japanese. Each
Winter trimester, the visual art teachers actually design projects
around contemporary artists that enable students to work on
large-scale art projects that take a 100 students at a time to ex-
ecute. The program is designed to teach not only basic drawing
and sculpture skills but it is also designed to answer bigger and
deeper questions about art and the world around us.

This year's main large-scale collaborative work was de-
signed around the team artists Christo. Christo made an um-
brella project in the USA and Japan in the 1990s and Mrs. Hen-
best and Mr. Meadows designed an umbrella project inspired
by Christos’ sculptural installation, but enhanced it with pat-
terns on balance and symmetry. We hope you enjoy them in the
genkan at this moment. In the past, the SOIS 8th grade has also
designed projects around artists such as Anish Kapoor, Osamu
Tezuka, Jeff Koons, and the Starn Twins.

None of this would have been possible in the 8th grade with-
out the leadership of Chris Meadows. Mr. Meadows is now
going back to Australia. Since he came a few years ago, the art
department has grown and developed in many good ways. But
it has been especially nice to team teach with Chris Meadows.
He is one of the most accomplished MYP teachers and scene
painters this school has even seen. It has been a real pleasure to
work with him over these short years. The 8th grade students
have been so lucky to have him as a teacher. Mrs. Henbest

has also been so thankful to work with such a professional,
organized, and creative person. Of course, Mr. Evans and Ms.
Stephens worked collaboratively in the 7th grade program and
they will also really be missed because next year they are also
leaving. It will be a whole new year working collaboratively in
the SOIS Shared Program. We will miss them.

At the Minpaku and Mingei Museum our last trip together with Mr. Meadows. The shared program will really miss you! Thank you for all your hard work.
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ois |B Art Exhibition

The grade 12 visual arts students held an exhibition of their studio work along the 2nd floor hallway overlooking the genkan
from Friday 11th April to Wednesday April 16th. They discussed their work on April 11th after school.
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] 255254 Grade Reports

@OIS Grade 4

OIS Grade 4 Explores Biodiversity at the Minoh Mountain
and Visitor Center

Lora Vimont

OIS Grade 4 Teacher

On Wednesday, April 16th, the OIS Grade 4 class journeyed
to the Minoh Mountain as part of their inquiry into Sharing the
Planet, with its central idea: Biodiversity relies on maintaining
the interdependent balance of organisms within systems. The
class was able to have a first-hand look at the biodiversity in
the mountain and the ways that the people at the visitor center
work to maintain nature’s balance. Upon arrival at the park
facility, the class was treated to a 30 minute informative Pow-
erPoint presentation about the park’s wildlife and operations,
given by one of the park's many highly knowledgeable work-
ers. The students had plenty of opportunity for some Q & A and
asked many interesting questions! After this, the class moved
into the visitor center armed with digital cameras and iPads for
some personal exploration, note-taking and photos of the many
plants and animals on display. Lunch outdoors also proved to
be a learning experience for our class, as many of the students
said it was their first time to know what it is really like to eat out
in a wild area with lots and lots of bugs flying around! Follow-
ing lunch, the students were split up into small groups and were
given a guided tour of the nearby paths by park volunteers.
Upon our return back to the visitor center, our hosts ended our
visit with a fun craft activity that showed all of us how to make
some interesting art from natural materials found on the moun-
tain. It was a wonderful experience for all!
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@SIS Grade 10 &5 14642
Steve Sheriff
SIS Gr. 10 HR Teacher

The legendary baseball manager Sparky Anderson once said,
“Good seasons start with good beginnings.” Anderson knew
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that the spring practices and early games set the tone for the
entire season. Just like in baseball, it is important to start the
school year with a strong foundation in order to lead to future
success. That said, the grade 10 students are off to a great start.

The year started on a sunny Tuesday morning with the High
School Entrance Ceremony. This was my first time to be in-
volved in an entrance ceremony at a Japanese high school and
I was struck by the symbolic nature of the ceremony. The stu-
dents marched into the gym as middle school graduates and left
as high school students. The calling out of the names and in-
spirational speeches by students and staff reinforced the impor-
tance of this coming-of-age moment, prompting the students
to reflect on how they will spend the next three years of high
school. Afterwards, we took class pictures amongst the cherry
blossoms in the courtyard, commemorating this important life
transition. It was a lovely day and one, I am sure, the 10th grad-
ers will never forget.

The second major event of the year for 10th graders was the
Icebreaking Camp in Sengari on April 17th-18th. After school
on Friday, all the 10th graders gathered in the genkan to board
buses headed to Sengari for an overnight trip with the purpose
of building closer ties between classmates and helping the
students set goals for their high school years. The energy level
was set on high from the moment the students left the genkan
to the moment they departed camp on Saturday afternoon.
The mountain air at the camp site further invigorated the 10th
graders. For me some of the highlights of the camp included
watching the students work together to barbeque their dinner
on Friday night and the sound of collective laughter during the
games organized by 12th grade student leaders. The students
seemed to enjoy staying in the cabins with their classmates.
The camp climaxed with an interactive lesson about career
choice and values clarification, lead by Professor Saka, from
the accounting department at Kwansei Gakuin University. Her
lesson required the students to both think deeply and com-
municate in small groups about their pasts and future goals in
our rapidly changing global environment. I think this was the
perfect topic for 10th graders to ponder at this time, as the deci-
sions they make in this upcoming year will have a profound
impact on their futures.

Lastly, each of the 10th grade classes has been working hard,
planning and preparing for the school festival. Leaders have
been elected, committees have been formed and now each class
will work together to run booths during the May 24th festival.
Although we are still early in the process, I have been im-
pressed by the energy and creativity the students are showing.
We are all excited to see the final results.

We have started the school year with some fun and exciting
events, but all the 10th grade homeroom teachers have empha-
sized to the students the importance of concentrating on aca-
demics from the first week. It is important that all the students
get off to a good academic start in order to meet their future
educational goals. Here’s looking forward to a great school
year!
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@SIS Grade 11 mZ: 244
A Lady in the Boys’ Toilet
Shammi Datta
SIS Gr. 11HR Teacher
This is a true story about a
lady in an SOIS boys’ toilet.
It happened 20 years ago.
Back then, some things
were different. And others

were remarkably same as
today. SIS was called OIA (Osaka Intercultural Academy.)
OIS was OIS. None of the current students were born yet.
But just like today, many boys (and some girls) were think-
ing of balls before books. Many girls (and some boys) were
perfecting their dance moves in front of mirrors.

Back then, you could also find a Rion respected by his
kouhai, a Takuma leading a badminton team, an Anna beat-
ing the boys in tight matches, a Kai working hard on his
academic English...and on and on. Twenty years ago, boys
and girls were also excited about the school festival, the
camps, the OIS graduation, and their future dreams.

Back then, Mr. Fukushima and Mr. Takahashi had a head
full of naturally black hair, and Mr. Datta just had a head
full of hair. Most SIS students also had a head full of natu-
rally black hair. The hair products companies had yet to cre-
ate the Chapatsu boom.

So different, yet so same was SOIS... back then.

One such day back then, there she was, bent in front of a
boys’ urinal. I was not shocked to see the lady bent in front
of a boys’ urinal — it is perfectly common in the culture we
live in. In fact, you could still see such a scene in a boys’
toilet today at SOIS. I don’t know her name, or her age, but
I will never forget her face. A face that emitted beauty — a
respectable beauty, that only 60+ years of life would create.

I was shocked, however, when I saw that the lady was
cleaning the boys’ urinal with her bare hands! Without
thinking, I blurted, [x >, FFTT 4 | FELEDRN
DTFH? ) ("You are cleaning with bare hands! You do
not use gloves!?”)

Without taking her eyes (and her bare hands) off the uri-
nal, she replied in a calm voice — a calmness that only 60+
years of life would create, [ T ETLTWZHINSHNE
I TIERNTT L, ARESALERO OIS eb A TT
Xo FhC, FFROFPHBIZLLTWTTL, iHheh
TWDENEIE AN ET, | (“Having raised children, this
is nothing. Students here are all like my children. Moreover,
it is easier to clean and check cleanliness with bare hands.”
)

She went on calmly about her cleaning duties, but I was
dumb struck. The old lady cleaned our toilets with the
same commitment with which she had raised her kids. She
thought of each one of us in the school as her child!

This is the simple story of a simple lady in the boys’ toilet
at SOIS.
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