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The aim of my master's thesis was to investigate personality similarity between dogs and
their owners. I conducted both paper-based and web-based surveys targeting households
currently keeping dogs, using the Big Five personality scale to assess both human and dog
personalities. The paper-based survey showed significant positive correlations in
Agreeableness, Neuroticism, and Conscientiousness, while the web-based survey revealed
significant positive correlations in all five subscales. These correlations were not affected
by the dog’ s or owner’ s age, dog’ s sex, or length of ownership. To examine the
objectivity of owner ratings, dog trainers also evaluated the dogs. Results suggested that
trainers perceived traits like Extraversion and Neuroticism as opposites, indicating a
different perspective from owners. Overall, the findings suggest that dogs and their owners
tend to have similar personalities, likely because owners choose dogs resembling

themselves from the outset.
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