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Misconduct in Research Activities

The following three acts of misconduct are categorized as “specific misconduct” in the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research:

M Fabrication of testing materials M Falsification of testing materials M Plagiarism of testing materials

Additionally, Kwansei Gakuin University categorizes the following acts as misconduct:

H Use of selectively obtained testing materials
M Duplicate publication

M Inappropriate author statements
M Failure to make necessary corrections

Previous cases of misconduct and details on which type of misconduct applies to each case are listed on the reverse side of this document.

What are Research Ethics?

e Researchers must recognize their responsibilities and pursue research in accordance with their
consciences and beliefs so that the objectivity of their research will not be compromised.

e Researchers are obligated to respect the dignity and human rights of individuals, safeguard personal
information, and engage in methods and research that are scientifically and socially valid.

e In conducting research, researchers must follow related laws and ordinances and comply with Kwansei
Gakuin University’s regulations and the ethical standards of any academic societies or organizations to
which they belong.

(excerpt from Kwansei Gakuin University Research Ethics Code of Practice)

[References]
1. “Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research Activities,” MEXT (2014)
2. “Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research Activities: Special Committee’s Report on Misconduct in Research Activities,” MEXT (2006)
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~ Forundergraduate students
“é Research Ethics at Kwansei Gakuin University

You are a responsible researcher.

The term “researcher” refers to all those involved in research activities at Kwansei Gakuin University.

Undergraduate students are also considered equivalent to “researchers” when they are involved in research activities,
such as administering questionnaires for various surveys or conducting seminar research, writing research reports,

and authoring graduation thesis. (from Kwansei Gakuin University Research Ethics Code of Practice [Article 2])

Kwansei Gakuin University, as a teaching and research institution adhering to the principles of Christianity, is
committed to promoting education and research based on high ethical standards. The public’s confidence is
reinforced by the university’s delivery of education and research results to society at large in the spirit of the school’s
motto, “Mastery for Service.”

@ When publishing research results, researchers must not engage in fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, duplicate publication, or any
other form of misconduct in their research activities. Researchers must not engage in deception when applying for patents. They must
also pay careful attention to any conflicts of interest that could occur during research activities. If a conflict of interest should occur, the
researcher must disclose information and manage the situation appropriately.

@ Researchers must respect the dignity and human rights of individuals involved in their research activities. Researchers must also
comply with the duty of confidentiality that accompanies such activities and strive to safeguard any personal information obtained
through said activities.

@ When using equipment, devices, drugs, materials, and the like during their research activities, researchers must comply with related
laws and ordinances, Kwansei Gakuin University rules, and academic society guidelines; further, they must pay proper attention to the
environment and safety.

@ Researchers must not act in a way that is detrimental to students or joint researchers during their research activities without valid
reason.

(excerpt from Kwansei Gakuin University Guidelines on Research Activities)
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What are Misconduct in Research Activities ?
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Fabrication [Example] Misconduct in clinical research concerning a blood pressure lowering drug (Diovan)

In clinical research concerning a drug to lower blood pressure, a professor and other research members of Medical University “K” were found to
have engaged in manipulating data to the advantage of the drug.

In this incident, an employee of the Japanese unit of Pharmaceutical Company “N,” a distributor of the drug, was involved in clinical studies
conducted by “K” and other medical universities, with his identity concealed, and caused the research teams to release a paper in favor of the
drug in a medical journal.

Refers to making up data or results.
[Penalty] Dismissal, voluntary return of dismissal allowance

[References]
Investigative report, Pharmaceutical Company “N” website (July 29, 2013)
Falsification [Example] Data falsification, including the misappropriation of images
An external whistleblower reported that a researcher of Medical University “D” had committed scientific misconduct in his papers: fabrication (use

of another researcher’s experimental data obtained based on the same methodology), falsification (image replacement for visual appeal), and
duplicate publication (use of the same images and passages in three papers*, and use of the same data in two papers).

*The duplicate publication was not made with malicious intent. The researcher in violation mistakenly thought that the paper he submitted would
be used for the abstract for a conference, not for publication in a journal.

Refers to manipulating research
materials, equipment, or
processes, and changing data or
results such that the research is | [Penalty] The professor in violation: resignation under instruction
not accurately represented in the Coauthors: other forms of punishment

research record.
[References]

“Apology and Announcement Concerning Research Misconduct,” Medical University “D” website (February 3, 2012)

By definition, fabrication and falsification are separate concepts. In reality, however, there is often not a clear distinction between the two terms

due to many mixed, complex cases.

P|agiarism [Example] ] Plagiarism in a doctoral thesis at University “W”

It was indicated that a doctoral dissertation for which University “W” awarded a PhD degree in March 2011 included copyright infringements
(copy and paste of text from other sources on the Internet, and close similarity to images posted on a bio-related company website), improper
descriptions (deficiencies in the information provided for the images used), and inconsistencies (contradictions in the content of the paper referred
to as the basis of the research results).

to Misconduct in Research

Refers to using another researcher's
ideas, analysis, processes, data,
results, papers or words without
permission from the researcher or
without giving appropriate credit.

[Penalty]in this case, a one year grace period has been allowed, during which the author is required to receive guidance on how to
write a doctoral dissertation and instruction in research ethics, and correct her paper in order to keep her doctoral degree. If she fails
to follow these directions, her doctoral degree will be revoked.

[References]

1. Investigative report, University “W,” Doctoral Thesis Investigation Committee for the Graduate School of Advanced Science and Engineering
(July 17, 2014)

2. Press conference announcement, University “W” website (October 7, 2014)

“Specific misconduct” according to MEXT’s Guidelines for Responding

Kwansei Gakuin University also regards the following acts as misconduct in research activities.

Use of selectively obtained testing materials
The use of selectively obtained testing materials refers to operating measurement/experiment devices or determining survey methods selectively to obtain and use testing
materials that, for example, could not otherwise be obtained through valid means.

Inappropriate author statements
Refers to the inclusion of researchers not involved in the research activity as an author, or failure to include a research collaborator in an appropriate manner.

Duplicate publication
Refers to publication, by the author, of the same research results more than once under the guise of new research results.

Failure to make necessary corrections
Refers to failure to take proper action — including withdrawal of research results and the announcement of necessary corrections — after discovering that there is a serious
mistake in already published research achievements.

[References]
1. “Research Misconduct in Japan: Macro-Analysis Based on Open Information (1),” Japan Science and Technology Agency (2013), Vol. 56 No. 3
2. “Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research Activities: Special Committee’s Report on Misconduct in Research Activities,” MEXT (2006)

Please visit the following URL for detailed information on the University’s system to prevent misconduct in research activities and
relevant rules and regulation, as well as case examples.

URL: http://lwww. kwansei.ac.jp/kenkyu/
“Initiatives to Prevent Misconduct in Research Activities”

Contact information for consultation and whistle-blowing on research misconduct

Kwansei Gakuin University Organization for Research Development and Outreach Administrative Office
E-mail : fuseisoudan@kwansei.ac.jp
(Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus) TEL 0798-54-6104  FAX 0798-54-6905
(Kobe Sanda Campus) TEL 079-565-9052  FAX 079-565-7910
¢ The whistleblower is protected from receiving adverse treatment based on the "Kwansei Gakuin University Guidelines for Prevention of
Misconduct in Research Activities".



