Kwansei Gakuin
Report of Research Outcome

2023/10/20

To Chancellor
Department : School of Law and Politics
Position : Missionary and Professor

Name : Christian M. Hermansen

| report the outcome of the research as follows.

Name of oSabbatical Leave Overseas(long term) (Destination : )
the Eund oSabbatical Leave Overseas(short term) (Destination : )
O Sabbatical Leave for Missionary
Research . ) o )
The History of Danish Mission in Japan
Theme
Denmark: Copenhagen, Esbjerg, Fredericia, Lagumkloster, Skjern, Store
Research )
. Heddinge
Site/Venue
Japan: Kyoto and Tokyo.
Research )
veriod 2023/04/01~2023/09/19 (Five months 19 days)

€ Summary of the research outcome  (approx. 2,500 words)
Please write down the outcomes in detail regarding the research theme above.

| have spent my time on revising the articles on Danish Mission in Japan | have
previously published to ready them for publication as a monography. | have searched
for a publisher and submitted a proposal that has not yet been accepted. In the
meantime, | have been approached by people interested in having my article about
Harry Thomsen and Shin Rei San published in Japanese, wherefore | have initiated the
translation of that article.

In Denmark, | met with former missionaries to Japan. The Reverend Kresten
Christensen was one of them and he kindly provided me with new materials — a
selection of his sermons held in Japan — for further research. | researched a collection
of hanga by the artist WATANABE Sadao owned by Museet Holmen in Leagumkloster, a
town in Southern Denmark. | interviewed the Rev. Jens Kristian Krarup and the Rev.
Harald Nielsen who were responsible for the acquirement of the collection in 1988-
1989. Both of them were also key-persons in the Danish Missionary Society (now
Danmission) and in organizing and executing post-seminarian pastoral education
between 1970 and 2010 at Pastoral Seminariet and Lagumkloster Hgjskole in




Legumkloster. At Dyssegardskirke in Copenhagen | met with the Rev. Thue Ggtterup
Petersen who had the Watanabe collection exhibited in his church in 2022. This
collection is relevant for my research as a case of how mission creates connections
between different branches of the Christian family in the world and becomes a means to
enhance mutual understanding. | plan to publish the result of this particular research
soon.

During my sabbatical, | participated in a 10-day retreat at the Jesuit Nagatsuka
Monastery in Hiroshima, and spent 5 days at Lggumkloster Refugium, a Danish
Lutheran retreat center. At both places | had quality talks with several persons besides
first-hand experiences of contemplative Christianity that | intent to include in my work
as a missionary at Kwansei Gakuin.

Finally, | spent 10 days in Jordan, mostly visiting sites with deep relations to the early
history of Christianity and pre-Christian Israel. The encounter with traces of the earliest
Christianity in Madaba, the ruins of Byzantine Churches throughout Jordan but in Petra
in particular, and how they and their stories are transmitted to the present impressed
me in their own right and became occasions for me to reflect on history-telling again —
one of the themes that | pursuit in my research.

Thank you for providing me the time and financial resources for these activities.
Christian M. Hermansen
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Deadline : Within two months after finishing the sabbatical term.

Where to submit : Organization for Research and Development and Outreach (NUC)

X Sabbatical Leave Overseas( long term / short term ): Submit this report to Chancellor with
confirmation by the dean of school you belong to.
Sabbatical Leave for Missionary: Submit this report to Chancellor with confirmation by your
supervisors. If you are a faculty member of University, supervisor is the dean and the
president, if you are a teacher of junior or high school, supervisor is the principal of each
school.

€ We put this report on the web of KGU. If there is any problem about it because of difficulties
on your research, please let us know.



	サバティカル期間中、私は広島市安佐南区長束のイエズス会聖ヨハネ修道院（黙想）で10日間の修養会に参加し、デンマークのルーテル派修養所であるローグムクロスター・レフュギウムで5日間を過ごした。どちらの場所でも、関西学院での宣教師としての活動に取り入れたいと考えている観想的キリスト教の実体験のほかに、何人かの人たちと質の高い話をすることができた。

