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(D For much of its history, Kyoto was Japan. Even today, Kyoto is the place to go to see what Japan is all about. Here
1s where you'll find all those things you associate with the Land of the Rising Sun: ancient temples, colourful shrines
and sublime gardens. Indeed, Kyoto is the storehouse of Japan's traditional culture, and it's even the place where
the Japanese go to learn about their own culture.

With 17 Unesco World Heritage Sites, more than 1600 Buddhist temples and over 400 Shinto shrines, Kyoto is one
of the world's most culturally rich cities. And traditional architecture is only half the story: there are also dazzling
geisha dances, otherworldly kabuki performances, and an incredible range of shops and restaurants. All told, it's fair
to say that Kyoto ranks with Paris, London and Rome as one of those cities that everyone should see at least once in

their lives. Thus, Kyoto should rank at the top of any Japan itinerary.

@ The history of human geography has involved several different ways of thinking about the environment. In the
early 20th century, the subject was preoccupied with the now discredited idea of environmental determinism. This
viewpoint suggested that the environment imposed tight conditions and boundaries on the nature of human activity
in any given place on Earth and produced certain patterns of behaviour. The implication was that societies in the
polar regions, for example, evolved very differently from those on islands in the middle of the ocean or in the tropical
regions. Since these early theories of the interaction between human societies and their environment, human
geography has developed a number of successive ideas including human determinism (where people are able to
completely dominate the environment in which they live) and environmental possibilism (where the environment
shapes the opportunities that are available to human societies). It is the last of these perspectives that has
increasingly dominated the subject since the last decades of the 20th century, but at least equally important is a
philosophical shift in how human geographers view the whole idea of the environment, again linked to the shift
associated with the cultural turn.

Human geographers have shown how ‘nature’ and ‘human society’ have blurred boundaries, and that everyday ideas
of there being a clear distinction between nature (non-human living and non-living things) and society (human

phenomena) is problematic. Increasingly the separation of the two is argued to be ‘socially constructed’.
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