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As “The Rainbow People of God”

Janette MclIntosh

The science of rainbows informs us that the rainbow colours are created by
sunlight refraction and reflection through raindrops in the sky. We each see
rainbows differently, only seen from a certain angle. Also, rainbows are actual
circles which we only see the half of above the earth’s horizon. There is more
than meets the eye.

In Genesis, after the universal flood, God establishes a covenant with
humanity and with creation, whose sign is the rainbow (Gen. 9:12-17). God said
to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me
and all the flesh on the earth.” The rainbow is a symbol of hope, of good things
to come, of peace. God’s covenant remains, represented by the rainbow,

inclusive of “all the flesh on the earth”.
In 1978, the artist Gilbert Baker designed the first version of the rainbow flag,

now widely known as the LGBT pride flag. Baker’s idea was to promote diversity
and inclusion with colours of the rainbow to represent sexuality as a human right.
The Progress Pride Flag was since designed by Daniel Quasar in 2018, inclusive
of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People Of Colour) and the Intersex-inclusive
redesign by Valentino Vechietti in 202 |. The expanded and necessary work for
justice, peace, and inclusion continues.

On September 8th, 1989, Desmund Tutu (1931-2021), an Anglican
Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa, gave a speech before a march
protesting the police killings of more than twenty people in Cape Town’s
townships on election day two days before. He spoke to all, many who suffered
under white Apartheid laws, as “The Rainbow People of God” celebrating
diversity, bringing hope and promise, with the rainbow as a sign of peace and
prosperity, and justice. Archbishop Tutu called for people to work together for
inclusion, human rights, and a peaceful nation. He was awarded the Nobel Prize
for Peace in 1994, the year Nelson Mandala was inaugurated as President.

The rainbow is a whole circle. I pray that we do not overlook the struggles of
the past for the future, and that we are able to truly work together to
demonstrate God’s circle of love, hope, and promise in our relations today. The
rainbow promise is here and now. Creating safe spaces for being who we are,
listening, speaking out, and learning from one another starts right here. We are

“the Rainbow People of God”, together.

(Missionary and Professor, School of International Studies)



OERENSHKE! EFAAVE—Y TRAICERS) BENTEA
BAEZROEBLLIF IO BTECY U RIL HEZROEMICOVTES
Ay —VETATT  FIAMIEREENOI YL RN L DI BETED
NSORBY L TTHRIELAEI W, (A2EEBEEHINET)
https://ef.kwansei.ac.jp/about/kazeniomou MEWIES ; BIFEFEE FEREA S DAV E—V (HP)

O KFRIEEF v > /XX F+RIL
FREKBRMEEERD S H T 77— 97— | 4FED KFRMEEF v >/ A Tld, KFFEIRERRB T D
B | BFv_RLT77—%2EHELTWET BT 1405 BETT ERETHTARICT SISV,
5B 9R8CK)I7:50~18:10 & R(KXKFREIE)

O KFX) A MIGERM EHEFLERE LBRE

RS THicr Bty (2010 £, 752 R)

B &:5H24 B8 (£)17:00—19:30

% FTEEER—IL(ETRFY/XAHEEOMT | )
ZmE EE (LTI THELLETWN)

F BERBELI-

W N RBRB.EERRR TTT
EIZTFELIZI W

@5 NRFvRIR—>aH—}
BE LTEFr>/ADEMENSTEFICRASZFrRILISONIEZRLEE TR ALEIZL S
Bh A H— R EES FEAEDBEBER LD ITON TV ET LA SEAZERETIEER
HAERICLBEFIDIX—>a2H— M HINE T BRSOV E DT E L HEITTA T,

5A 138 (B) BBFEREI1A>X-7Y) =757

6A 148 (&) BBAFREAFEESEBHAIISN

6R248 (B) B&ZEK/ NV KNILITAT

78 18 (A) @&/ N\OvITHTIL

7H 48 (K) EEFEREIREK

78 88 (BA) BBEFRREEH

WIFNE 12:45~13:15 <NIBEHR>

% PSR RILEE@BELTRFv/IR)

F BRBEII—-FHEREFES

OB ZEREARZELREPEEE LR,

B ®:5813B(A)~178 (&) 9:00(#181210:30%4'5) ~17:00 (HF#£AI315:00F7T)
% P EMEREIIY

F B RELI—


https://ef.kwansei.ac.jp/about/kazeniomou

