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Professor Yasutoshi MORI

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Media and Communication
Statistics Survey on Time Use and Media Activities

Disaster Prevention

I have been conducting research on media communication, starting from research on
audiences, focusing on media effects theory, and research on media enterprises related to
broadcasting systems and technology. Since 1995, joint research has been conducted on

statistics surveys on time use and media activities in Japan.

Media activities refer to traditional communication behaviors that do not involve
information devices or services, such as talking with people and reading books, behaviors that
are mediated by devices, such as watching TV and talking on the phone, and behaviors that
are mediated by so-called information devices, such as computers, cell phones, and
smartphones. The purpose of this project is to find empirical facts about these information
behaviors, together with basic life behaviors such as eating, working, resting, and sleeping,
through diary and questionnaire surveys. We believe that this is one of the foundations of
sociological research, as it plays a role in the study of time budget. In Japan, the Japan
Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) has been continuously conducting the National Time Use
Survey to organize TV and radio programs. I believe that this survey can be understood as a

specialized informational version of that survey.

Since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, I have been continuously researching
communication and evacuation behavior in times of disasters. | have also participated in a
committee to study how to communicate the Earthquake Early Warning System, which is now
widely known to the entire nation, and how to communicate the J-Alert siren by considering

its practical issues.

In the background of such research, there are historical and ideological interests, such as
linguistic communication theory and the history of media development. Therefore, when
guiding students on their individual research projects in graduate school, I am interested in
what kind of theoretical interest motivates those who wish to pursue higher education, and 1

would like to propose and guide more specific and empirical research projects.
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