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Professor Kokichiro Miura

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Life history
Discrimination
Environmental sociology

Qualitative research methods

When I was a graduate student and starting out as a researcher, [ was interested in areas such
as popular thought, popular culture, modernization, and environmental issues. A major
turning point came when I was 35 years old, when I was fortunate enough to participate in
“the survey on the history of life and culture of the Buraku community (a discriminated
community in Japan).” Until then, [ had mainly focused on theoretical research, but after that,
I began to go to Buraku communities every two months or so to conduct interviews and
fieldwork. The academic intuition I gained was that it is in the field that we can find theories
in order to clarify discrimination against the Buraku people. My assumption that the theory
can be found in books and the academia, and data, in the field, was dismantled. Based on the
cases of refusal to conduct surveys that I encountered in Buraku, I wrote a paper on my
theoretical discovery that our survey activities and dowa (anti-discrimination) projects are, in

fact, complicit in the reproduction of discrimination against them (Miura, 2004).

This recognition that the germ of a new theory could be found in events in the field or in the
stories of the people whom I have met in the field changed my view of sociology. This was my
first encounter with the “sociology of people.” Since then, I have been conducting research on
slaughterhouses (abatoire) and “illegally occupied” areas by Koreans living in Japan, in
addition to the Buraku community. The “emphasis on the perspective of the people concerned”
has become a characteristic of my sociological research. However, this does not mean that |
rely entirely on the “sociology of people,” but rather that [ take a “dialogue” approach in which
the perspectives of the people concerned and those of the researcher are as equal as possible.
The term “dialogue” here is different from “dialogue” in the general sense, and refers to
“dialogue in a state of dis-communication,” so to speak. The reason why I used this expression
is that people in the field and sociologists usually have very different cognitive frameworks
from each other. Moreover, if we want to treat their thinking as equals, we have no choice but

to focus on the “dis-communication state.”



Currently, while participating in a non-profit organization that aims to raise awareness on
human rights in the discriminated Buraku community, I am continuing my research on the
current state of their discrimination (Miura, 2016). I am also conducting sociological research
on how my father, who had severe dementia, was able to die a natural death (peaceful death)

at the group home where he lived, by exploring end-of-life care (Miura, 2016-21).

The theme of the graduate seminar is “Surveys and theoretical research on ‘social problems’
and ‘discrimination problems.”” The basic format of the seminar is reporting on the research
that the graduate students are currently conducting. In the end, students aim to complete
their master’s theses or doctoral dissertations. The policy of the guidance is, first of all, to
“deepen sociological questions,” and then analyze and interpret the data obtained from the
field, in order to match the perspectives of the people concerned with the research with those
of the researcher, verbalize the logic that exists in the field, clarify the research theme,
systematize the structure of the thesis, elaborate the logical development of the thesis, and
develop the thesis. We will give you advice on how to contribute to solving social problems,

where to submit your paper, and other important tasks.

For your reference, some of the doctoral dissertations of the graduate students whom I have
supervised are listed below.

The Sociology of Caregiving: Independent Living of the Physically Disabled and Reality of
Caregivers.

Companions of the Street Community: The Sociology of Homeless People and their Support.
Sociological Study of Hikikomori (Withdrawn Persons): Hikikomori and Society from the

Perspective of the Subject

Main Publications

Miura, Kokichiro 2004 “The Trap of Categorization: Toward a Place of Sociological
‘Dialogue’,” in Yoshii, Hiroaki and Miura, Kokichiro (eds.) Sekai Shiso-Sha Inc., Sociological
fieldwork

Miura, Kokichiro (ed.) 2006, ‘Sociography of Structural Discrimination: Writing
Society/Solving Discrimination,” Sekai Shiso-Sha Inc..

Miura, Kokichiro 2008, "'On Radical Passivity' in Buraku Awareness: Beyond Customary
Discrimination or 'Categorizing Power'," The Liberation of Humankind” No.20

Miura, Kokichiro (ed.) 2008, ‘Slaughterhouse: Seeing, Hearing, Eating, Writing :People
Working at Shokuniku Center, KOYO SHOBO

Miura, Kokichiro 2009, Critique of Environment and Discrimination: Slaughterhouse, ‘Illegal



Occupation,” and Buraku Discrimination Shinyosha Publishing Co

Miura, Kokichiro 2014 “The Politics of Fuhyo-higai(Damage Caused by Rumors)”.
Environmental Sociology, 20

Miura, Kokichiro 2015, People who Aim for Human Liberation and "Katakasu: Ethnography
of Improved Housing. " Fukuoka City History, Folklore Edition 2: Person and People,
Fukuoka City History Editorial Board

Miura, Kokichiro 2016 “Buraku Discrimination Today:the Future of Buraku and Burakumin
Representations,” Yoshii in Hiroaki (ed.) Sociology of Exclusion and Discrimination, New
Edition, Yuhikaku.

Miura, Kokichiro 2016-2021 (co-editorEditor). Japan Sociologist, No.1-6, Shinyosha

Miura, Kokichiro 2017, Walking on the Edge: Theories of Discrimination Through Letters,
Kohyoshobo
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