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Remembering the Reformation

Christian M. Hermansen
On 31 October 1517, the German Roman Catholic monk Martin Luther (1483-
1546) nailed a poster to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg. On the
poster were 95  theses spelling out Luther’s demands for reforms of the
Catholic Church. Earlier, he had advised for reforms of practices and
behaviors he deemed unchristian. For example, it was wrong, he said, to tell
people that the more they paid the church, the easier it would be for them to
go to heaven. The church, however, refused to listen to him and ended up
trying him and kicking him out altogether in 1521. Luther taught that we
are saved by our belief in the grace of God ONLY, not by anything we do or
the amount of money we pay the church. His interpretation became the
foundation of a new, Evangelical Lutheran Church. Luther made
Christendom more accessible to many people by translating the Bible into
German and publishing hymns that are still used throughout the world of the
Protestant churches. The influence of Luther’s reforms was and is felt
outside the church as well. Why remember the Reformation Day? For me,
it reminds me of being freed by God’s grace and the fact that no human
being can act as the representative of God! Anytime someone claims to have
the full knowledge of God, I can protest. On the other hand, and in a positive
sense, it also makes it a must for me to cooperate with other people. I can
expect them to have been given insights to God that I don’t. This critical
stance with an open mind for others is worth celebrating, I think.
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